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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS

DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY
ANUSHAKTI BHAVAN, C.S.M. MARG, MUMBAI-400 001

E-mail: psmsnbhm@dae.gov.in,msnbhm@dae.gov.in
Website: www.nbhm.dae.gov.in

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR PURSUING DOCTORAL PROGRAM
(Ph.D) IN MATHEMATICS FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR

2019-20

The National Board for Higher Mathematics (NBHM) invites applications
to appear for the joint screening test for (i) the grant of NBHM scholarships
to students for pursuing research for a Ph.D. degree in mathematics and
(ii) admissions to the Ph.D./Integrated Ph.D. programmes of certain insti-
tutions in India which include the Harish-Chandra Research Institute
(HRI), Prayagraj (Allahabad), the Indian Institute of Science Edu-
cation and Research (IISER), Pune, the Institute of Mathematical
Sciences (IMSc), Chennai, and the National Institute of Science Ed-
ucation and Research (NISER), Bhubaneswar.

Who can apply?

• Applicants for the NBHM PhD scholarship must be mathematically
motivated and hold a masters degree in (pure or applied) mathematics
or statistics or must be final year students of these degree courses.
They must have a good academic record (first class or equivalent grade
in all years from Plus Two level to the present. Students having passed
a B.Sc.(Honours) course with a second class may also apply, provided
they have a masters degree or are in the final year of the same.

• Students holding a four-year B.S. (or equivalent) degree, or those in the
final year of such a programme, may also apply, but they are eligible
to receive the NBHM scholarship only if they secure admission to a
recognized Ph.D. programme by August 2019.

• Students who wish to apply for the Ph.D./Integrated Ph.D. programmes
of HRI, IISER, Pune, IMSc, or NISER must apply and appear for the
written test. For this purpose, apart from the students mentioned
earlier, students holding a B.Sc./B. Stat/B.S./B.Tech./B.E. degree, or
those in the final year of such degree courses, with a consistently good
academic record from Plus Two level as mentioned above may also ap-
ply. (For more details, visit www.hri.res.in, www.iiserpune.ac.in,
www.imsc.res.in and www.niser.ac.in.) Students for these doctoral
programs need not apply separately to these institutions again.

Eligibility
Eligibility to receive the NBHM Ph.D. scholarship is restricted to students
who have completed their B.S./M.A./M.Sc. (or equivalent) degree and have
secured admission to a recognized Ph.D. programme on or before August
1, of that Yr..
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NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS
DOCTORAL SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME 2020

WRITTEN TEST, SATURDAY 25TH JANUARY 2020

• Roll number: ‡ Application number: ‡

• Name in full in BLOCK letters: ‡

• This test booklet consists of 6 pages of questions and this cover page (total 7 pages).

• There are 36 questions distributed over 3 sections. Answer all of them.

• TIME ALLOWED: 180 minutes (three hours).

• QUESTIONS in each section are arranged rather randomly. They are not sorted by topic or level of difficulty.

• ABOUT THE ANSWERS: Each time a response is demanded, fill in only your final answer in the box provided

for it. This box has the following appearance: ‡ . It is neither necessary nor is there

provision of space to indicate the steps taken to reach the final answer.

Only your final answer, written legibly and unambiguously in the box, is considered for marking.

• MARKING: Each question carries 4 marks. There is negative marking in Section C (but not in Section A

and B). The marking scheme for each section is described in more detail at the beginning of that section.

• NOTATION AND TERMINOLOGY: The questions make free use of standard notation and terminology. You

too are allowed the use of standard notation. For example, answers of the form e +p
2 and 2π/19 are

acceptable; both 3/4 and 0.75 are acceptable.

• DEVICES: Use of plain pencils, pens, and erasers is allowed. Mobile phones are prohibited. So are calcula-

tors. More generally, any device (e.g. a smart watch) that can be used for communication or calculation or

storage is prohibited. Invigilators have the right to impound any device that arouses their suspicion.

• ROUGH WORK: For rough work, you may use the sheets separately provided. You must:

– Write your name and roll number on each such sheet (or set of sheets if stapled).

– Return all these sheets to the invigilator along with this test booklet at the end of the test.
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SECTION A (QUESTIONS 1 TO 18)

There are 18 questions in this section. Each question carries 4 marks and demands a short answer (or short an-

swers). The answers must be written only in the boxes provided for them. There is no possibility of partial credit

in this section: either you get all 4 marks allotted to a question or none at all.

(1) Find rational numbers a, b, and c such that (1+ 3p2)−1 = a +b 3p2+ c 3p2
2

:

a = ‡ b = ‡ c = ‡

(2) Let u and v be the real and imaginary parts respectively of the function f (z) = 1/(z2 −6z +8) of a complex

variable z = x + i y . Let C be the simple closed curve |z| = 3 oriented in the counter clockwise direction.

Evaluate the following integral:∮
C

ud y + vd x = ‡

(3) A point is moving along the curve y = x2 with unit speed. What is the magnitude of its acceleration at the

point (1/2,1/4)? ‡

(4) Evaluate
∫ ∞
−∞(1+2x4)e−x2

d x: ‡

(5) Let p(x) be the minimal polynomial of
p

2+p−2 over the field Q of rational numbers. Evaluate p(
p

2)?

‡

(6) Find the volume of the tetrahedron in R3 bounded by the coordinate planes x = 0, y = 0, z = 0, and the

tangent plane at the point (4,5,5) to the sphere (x −3)2 + (y −3)2 + (z −3)2 = 9. ‡

(7) From the collection of all permutation matrices of size 10×10, one such matrix is randomly picked. What

is the expected value of its trace? ‡ (A permutation matrix is one that has precisely

one non-zero entry in each column and in each row, that non-zero entry being 1.)

(8) You are given 20 identical balls and 5 bins that are coloured differently (so that any two of the bins can be

distinguished from each other). In how many ways can the balls be distributed into the bins in such a way

that each bin has at least two balls? ‡

(9) Let G be the symmetric group S5 of permutations of five symbols. Consider the set S of subgroups of G

that are isomorphic to the non-cyclic group of order 4. Let us call two subgroups H and K belonging to S

as equivalent if they are conjugate (that is, there exists g ∈G such that g H g−1 = K ). How many equivalence

classes are there in S ? ‡

(10) Let M be a 7×6 real matrix. The entries of M in the positions (1,3), (1,4), (3,3), (3,4), and (5,4) are changed

to obtain another 7×6 real matrix M̃ . Suppose that the rank of M̃ is 4. What could be the rank of M?

List all possibilities: ‡
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(11) What are the maximum and minimum values of x + y in the region S = {(x, y) : x2 +4y2 ≤ 1}?

maximum = ‡ minimum = ‡

(12) Let k be the field obtained by adjoining to the fieldQ of rational numbers the roots of the polynomial x4−2.

Let k ′ be the field obtained by adjoining to k the roots of the polynomial x4 +2. What is the degree of k ′

over k? ‡

(13) Evaluate the (absolute value of the) surface integral
∣∣∣∫S F .d A

∣∣∣ of the vector field F (x, y, z) := (e y ,0,ex ) on

the surface

S := {(x, y, z) |x2 + y2 = 25, 0 ≤ z ≤ 2, x ≥ 0, y ≥ 0}. ‡

(14) Let k be a field with five elements. Let V be the k-vector space of 5×1 matrices with entries in k. Let S be

a subset of V such that ut v = 0 for all u and v in S: here ut denotes the transpose of u and ut v the usual

matrix product. What is the maximum possible cardinality of S? ‡

(15) Suppose f :C→C is a holomorphic function such that the real part of f ′′(z) is strictly positive for all z ∈C.

What is the maximum possible number of solutions of the equation f (z) = az +b, as a and b vary over

complex numbers? ‡

(16) What is the expected minimum number of tosses of a fair coin required to get both heads and tails each at

least once? ‡

(17) How many real solutions does the equation f (x) = 0 have, where f (x) is defined as follows? ‡

f (x) :=
2020∑
i=1

i 2

(x − i )

(18) Let SL2(Z) denote the group (under usual matrix multiplication) of 2×2 matrices with integer entries and

determinant 1. Let H be the subgroup of SL2(Z) consisting of those matrices such that:

• the diagonal entries are all equivalent to 1 mod 3.

• the off-diagonal entries are all divisible by 3.

What is the index of H in SL2(Z)? ‡
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SECTION B (QUESTIONS 19–22)

There are 4 questions in this section. Each of these questions has 4 parts and each part carries 1 mark. Partial

credit is possible: for example, if you answer correctly only one part of a question but leave the other parts blank

(or answer them incorrectly), you earn 1 mark on that question. There is no negative marking: in other words,

there is no penalty for wrong answers.

(19) For each of the following numbers q in turn, consider a field k of order q . In each case, determine the

number of elements α in k such that the smallest subfield of k containing α is k itself.

(a) 24 ‡

(b) 35 ‡

(c) 510 ‡

(d) 712 ‡

(20) Let Br denote the closed disk {z ∈ C : |z| ≤ r }. State whether ∞ is a removable singularity (RS), pole (P), or

essential singularity (ES) in each of the following cases. There may be more than one possibility in each

case.

(a) f is a non-constant polynomial in z. ‡

(b) f (z) = p(z)
q(z) , where p, q are are non-zero polynomials of the same degree. ‡

(c) f is an entire function for which f −1(B1) is bounded. ‡

(d) f is an entire function for which f −1(Br ) is bounded for all r > 0. ‡

(21) Let R :=Z/2020Z be the quotient ring of the integers Z by the ideal 2020Z.

(a) What is the number of ideals in R? ‡

(b) What is the number of units in R? ‡

(c) What is the number of elements r in R such that r n = 1 for some integer n ≥ 1? ‡

(d) What is the number of elements r in R such that r n = 0 for some integer n ≥ 1? ‡

(22) Let X be a three element set. For each of the following numbers n, determine the number of distinct

homeomorphism classes of topologies on X with exactly n open subsets (including the empty set and the

whole set). Write that number in the box.

(a) 3 ‡

(b) 4 ‡

(c) 5 ‡

(d) 7 ‡
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SECTION C (QUESTION 23–36)

There are 14 questions in this section. Each question has 4 parts. Each part carries 1 mark. Partial credit is possible:

for example, if you answer correctly only one part of a question but leave the other parts blank, you earn 1 mark

on that question. But there is negative marking, with the penalty being 1 mark for each incorrect response: for

example, if you answer two parts of a question correctly, a third part incorrectly, and leave the fourth blank, then

you earn 1 mark (“two minus one”) on that question.

(23) Consider f :R2 →R defined by f (x, y) = x+ y . For each of the following statements, state whether it is true

or false.

(a) Image under f of any open set is open. ‡

(b) Image under f of any closed set is closed. ‡

(c) Image under f of any dense set is dense. ‡

(d) Image under f of any discrete set is discrete. ‡

(24) Listed below are four subsets of C2. For each of them, write “Bounded” or “Unbounded” in the box as the

case may be. (ℜ(z) denotes the real part of a complex variable z.)

(a) {(z, w) ∈C2 : z2 +w2 = 1} ‡

(b) {(z, w) ∈C2 : |ℜ(z)|2 +|ℜ(w)|2 = 1} ‡

(c) {(z, w) ∈C2 : |z|2 +|w |2 = 1} ‡

(d) {(z, w) ∈C2 : |z|2 −|w |2 = 1} ‡

(25) For each of the following series, write “convergent” or “divergent” in the box, as the case may be:

(a)
∑

n≥2

1

n logn
‡

(b)
∑

n≥2

log2 n

n2 ‡

(c)
∑

n≥2

1

n log2 n
‡

(d)
∑

n≥2

p
n +1−p

n

n
‡

(26) Let T be a nilpotent linear operator on the vector space R5 (nilpotent means that T n = 0 for large n).

Let di denote the dimension of the kernel of T i . Which of the following can possibly occur as a value of

(d1,d2,d3)? Write “Yes” in the box if it can, and “No” if it cannot.

(a) (1,2,3) ‡

(b) (2,3,5) ‡

(c) (2,2,4) ‡

(d) (2,4,5) ‡

(27) For n a positive integer, let Q/nZ be the quotient of the group of rational numbers Q (under addition) by

the subgroup nZ. For each of the following statements, state whether it is true or false.

(a) Every element ofQ/nZ is of finite order. ‡

(b) There are only finitely many elements inQ/nZ of any given finite order. ‡

(c) Every proper subgroup ofQ/nZ is finite. ‡

(d) Q/2Z andQ/5Z are isomorphic as groups. ‡
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(28) Let S be the family of continuous real valued functions on (0,∞) defined by:

S := { f : (0,∞) →R | f (x) = f (2x) ∀x ∈ (0,∞)}.

For each of the following statements, state whether it is true or false.

(a) Any element f ∈S is bounded. ‡

(b) Any element f ∈S is uniformly continuous. ‡

(c) Any element f ∈S is differentiable. ‡

(d) Any uniformly bounded sequence in S has a uniformly converging subsequence. ‡

(29) Let B1 := {z ∈ C : |z| ≤ 1}, and let C 0(B1,C) be the space of continuous complex-valued functions on B1

equipped with the uniform convergence topology. Listed below are four subsets of C 0(B1,C). For each of

them, decide whether or not it is dense in C 0(B1,C). Accordingly write “Dense” or “Not dense” in the box.

(a) Restrictions to B1 of polynomials in z. ‡

(b) Restrictions to B1 of polynomials in z and z. ‡

(c) The set of smooth functions f : B1 →C that vanish on the boundary ∂B1. ‡

(d) The set of smooth functions f : B1 → C whose normal derivative vanishes along the boundary ∂B1.

‡

(30) Let p be a prime number, and let S = [0,1]∩{q/pn |q ∈Z,n ∈Z≥0}. Assume that S has the subspace topology

induced from the inclusion S ⊆ [0,1]. For each of the following statements, state whether it is true or false.

(a) Any bounded function on S uniquely extends to a bounded function on [0,1]. ‡

(b) Any continuous function on S uniquely extends to a continuous function on [0,1]. ‡

(c) Any uniformly continuous function on S uniquely extends to a uniformly continuous function on

[0,1]. ‡

(d) Any bounded continuous function on S uniquely extends to a bounded continuous function on [0,1].

‡

(31) Let X = GL2(R) be the set of all 2× 2 invertible real matrices. Consider X as a subset of the topological

space M of all 2× 2 real matrices and let X be given the subspace topology (M is identified with R4 in

the standard way and thus becomes a topological space). Which of the following topological spaces is

obtained as the image under a continuous surjection from X ? In each case, write “Yes” in the box if the

space is thus obtained, and “No” otherwise:

(a) the real line R. ‡

(b) the subspace {(x,1/x) |x ∈R, x 6= 0} of R2. ‡

(c) the complement in R2 of the set {(x,1/x) |x ∈R, x 6= 0}. ‡

(d) the closed disk {(x, y) |x2 + y2 ≤ 1} of R2. ‡

(32) For n a positive integer, let fn(x) : R → R be defined by fn(x) = x/(1 +nx2). For each of the following

statements, state whether it is true or false.

(a) The sequence { fn(x)} of functions converges uniformly on R. ‡

(b) The sequence { fn(x)} of functions converges uniformly on [1,b] for any b > 1. ‡

(c) The sequence { f ′
n(x)} of derivatives converges uniformly on R. ‡

(d) The sequence { f ′
n(x)} of derivatives converges uniformly on [1,b] for any b > 1. ‡
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(33) For which of the following subspaces X of R does every continuous surjective map f : X → X have a fixed

point? Write “Yes” in the box if it does, “No” if it does not.

(a) [1,2] ‡

(b) [1,2]∪ [3,7] ‡

(c) [3,∞) ‡

(d) [1,2]∪ [3,∞) ‡

(34) Let A be an arbitrary real 5×5 matrix row equivalent to the following matrix:

R =


1 0 0 −3 −1

0 1 0 −2 −1

0 0 1 −1 −1

0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0


(Two matrices are row equivalent if they have the same row space.) For each of the following statements,

state whether it is true or false.

(a) The first two rows of A are linearly independent. ‡

(b) The last four rows of A generate a space of dimension at least 2. ‡

(c) The first two columns of A are linearly independent. ‡

(d) The last four columns of A generate a space of dimension 3. ‡

(35) Consider the space X :=R[0,1] of real valued functions on [0,1] given the product topology. Given below are

four subsets of X . In each case, determine whether or not it is closed in X . Write “Closed” in the box if it is

closed, and “Not closed” otherwise.

(a) The subset consisting of all continuous functions. ‡

(b) The subset consisting of functions that take integer values everywhere. ‡

(c) The subset consisting of all unbounded functions. ‡

(d) The subset consisting of all bounded functions. ‡

(36) Let X be the space of all real polynomials a5t 5 +a4t 4 +a3t 3 +a2t 2 +a1t +a0 of degree at most 5. We may

think of X as a topological space via its identification with R6 given by:

a5t 5 +a4t 4 +a3t 3 +a2t 2 +a1t +a0 ↔ (a5, a4, a3, a2, a1, a0)

Which of the following subsets of X is connected? Write “Connected” or “Disconnected” in the box as the

case may be.

(a) All polynomials in X that do not vanish at t = 2. ‡

(b) All polynomials in X whose derivatives vanish at t = 3. ‡

(c) All polynomials in X that vanish at both t = 4 and t = 5. ‡

(d) All polynomials in X that are increasing (as functions from R to R). ‡
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NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS

Research Scholarships Screening Test

Saturday, January 19, 2019

Time Allowed: 150 Minutes

Maximum Marks: 40

Please read, carefully, the instructions that follow.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 9 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Alge-
bra, Analysis, Topology, Calculus & Differential Equations, and Mis-
cellaneous. Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of
the paper will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries
one point and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer
booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or one or more
than one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements
qualify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a),
(b), and (c)).

• Points will be awarded for questions involving more than one answer
only if all the correct answers are given. There will be no partial
credit.

• Calculators are not allowed.P Kali
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Notation

• N denotes the set of natural numbers {1, 2, 3, · · ·}, Z - the integers, Q - the
rationals, R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers.

• Let n ∈ N, n ≥ 2. The symbol Rn (respectively, Cn) denotes the n-
dimensional Euclidean space over R (respectively, over C), and is assumed
to be endowed with its ‘usual’ topology and (., .) will denote its usual Eu-
clidean inner-product. Mn(R) (respectively, Mn(C)) will denote the set of
all n×n matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) and is identified with
Rn2

(respectively, Cn2
) when considered as a topological space.

• The symbol

(
n
r

)
will denote the standard binomial coefficient giving the

number of ways of choosing r objects from a collection of n objects, where
n ≥ 1 and 0 ≤ r ≤ n are integers.

• The symbol i will stand for a square root of −1 in C, the other square root
being −i.

• The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval {x ∈ R | a < x < b} while
[a, b] will stand for the corresponding closed interval; [a, b[ and ]a, b] will
stand for the corresponding left-closed-right-open and left-open-right-closed
intervals respectively.

• The space of continuous real-valued functions on an interval [a, b] is denoted
by C[a, b] and is endowed with its usual ‘sup-norm’ metric.

• The space of continuously differentiable real-valued functions on [a, b] is
denoted by C1[a, b] and its usual norm is the maximum of the sup-norms
of the function and its derivative.

• The derivative of a function f is denoted by f ′ and the second and third
derivatives by f ′′ and f ′′′, respectively. The n-th derivative (n > 3) will be
denoted by f (n).

• The transpose (respectively, adjoint) of a (column) vector x ∈ Rn (respec-
tively, Cn) will be denoted by xT (respectively, x∗). The transpose (re-
spectively, adjoint) of any matrix A with real entries(respectively, complex
entries) will be denoted by AT (respectively, A∗).

• The symbol I will denote the identity matrix of appropriate order.

• If V is a subspace of RN , then

V ⊥ = {y ∈ RN | (x, y) = 0 for all x ∈ V }.

• The rank of any matrix, A, will be denoted by r(A).

• If F is a field, GLn(F ) will denote the group of invertible n × n matrices
with entries from F with the group operation being matrix multiplication.

• The symbol Sn will denote the group of all permutations of n symbols
{1, 2, · · · , n}, the group operation being composition.

• The symbol Fp will denote the field consisting of p elements, where p is a
prime.

• Unless specified otherwise, all logarithms are to the base e.

2
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 Which of the following statements are true?
a. If G is a finite group, then there exists n ∈ N such that G is isomorphic
to a subgroup of GLn(R).
b. There exists an infinite group G such that every element, other than the
identity element, is of order 2.
c. The group GL2(R) contains a cyclic subgroup of order 5.

1.2 Let p be a prime number. Let n ∈ N, n > 1. What is the order of a
p-Sylow subgroup of GLn(Fp)?

1.3 Give an example of a 5-Sylow subgroup of GL3(F5).

1.4 What is the number of elements of order 2 in S4?

1.5 Let G be a group of order 10. Which of the following could be the class
equation of G?
a. 10 = 1 + · · ·+ 1 (10 times).
b. 10 = 1 + 2 + 3 + 4.
c. 10 = 1 + 1 + 1 + 2 + 5.

1.6 Find the number of irreducible monic polynomials of degree 2 in Fp,
where p is a prime number.

1.7 Let A be an m × n matrix with real entries. Which of the following
statements are true?
a. r(ATA) ≤ r(A).
b. r(ATA) = r(A).
c. r(ATA) > r(A).

1.8 Let

V = {(x, y, z, t) ∈ R4 | x+ y − z = 0 and x+ y + t = 0}.

Write down a basis for V ⊥.

1.9 Let x0 ∈ R3 be the column vector such that xT0 = (1, 1, 1). Let

V = {A ∈M3(R) | Ax0 = 0}.

What is the dimension of V ?

1.10 Let

A =

[
19 2019

2019 1

]
.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. The matrix A is diagonalizable over R.
b. There exists a basis of R2 consisting of eigenvectors {w1, w2} of the matrix
A such that wT1 w2 = 0.
c. There exists a matrix B ∈ GL2(R) such that B3 = A.
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Let f be a function that is known to be analytic in a neighbourhood of
the origin in the complex plane. Furthermore it is known that for n ∈ N,

f (n)(0) = (n− 1)!(n+ 1)

(
n+ 1

n

)(n+1)(n−1)

.

Find the radius of the largest circle with centre at the origin inside which the
Taylor series of f defines an analytic function.

2.2 Which of the following statements are true?
a. The function f(x) = sin2 x is uniformly continuous on ]0,∞[.
b. If f :]0,∞[→ R is uniformly continuous, then limx→0 f(x) exists.
c. If f :]0,∞[→ R is uniformly continuous, then limx→∞ f(x) exists.

2.3 Which of the following statements are true?
a. log x ≤ x

e
for all x > 0.

b. log x ≥ x
e

for all x > 0.
c. eπ > πe.

2.4 Let {r1, · · · , rn, · · ·} be an enumeration of the rationals in the interval
[0, 1]. Define, for n ∈ N and for each x ∈ [0, 1],

fn(x) =

{
1, if x = r1, · · · , rn,
0, otherwise.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. The function fn is Riemann integrable over the interval [0, 1] for each
n ∈ N.
b. The sequence {fn} is pointwise convergent and the limit function is Rie-
mann integrable over the interval [0, 1].
c. The sequence {fn} is pointwise convergent but the limit function is not
Riemann integrable over the interval [0, 1].

2.5 Let [a, b] ⊂ R be a finite interval. A function f : [a, b]→ R is said to be
of bounded variation if there exists a real number L > 0 such that for every
partition P given by

P = {a = x0 < x1 < · · · < xn = b},

where n ∈ N, we have

n∑
i=1

|f(xi)− f(xi−1)| ≤ L.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. If f : [a, b]→ R is monotonic, then it is of bounded variation.
b. If f ∈ C1[a, b], then it is of bounded variation.
c. If f : [a, b]→ R and g : [a, b]→ R are of bounded variation, then f + g is
also of bounded variation.
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2.6 Let [a, b] ⊂ R be a finite interval. Let f : [a, b] → R be a bounded and
Riemann integrable function. Define, for x ∈ [a, b],

F (x) =

∫ x

a

f(t) dt.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. The function F is uniformly continuous.
b. The function F is of bounded variation.
c. The function F is differentiable on ]a, b[.

2.7 Which of the following statements are true?
a. The sequence of functions {fn}∞n=1, defined by fn(x) = xn(1 − x), is
uniformly convergent on the interval [0, 1].
b. The sequence of functions {fn}∞n=1, defined by fn(x) = n log(1 + x2

n
), is

uniformly convergent on R.
c. The series

∞∑
n=1

2n sin
1

3nx
,

is uniformly convergent on the interval [1,∞[.

2.8 Let {fn}∞n=1 be a sequence of functions in C1[0, 1] such that fn(0) = 0 for
all n ∈ N. Which of the following statements are true?
a. If the sequence {fn} converges uniformly on the interval [0, 1], then the
limit function is in C1[0, 1].
b. If the sequence {f ′n} is uniformly convergent over the interval [0, 1], then
the sequence {fn} is also uniformly convergent over the same interval.
c. If the series

∑∞
n=1 f

′
n converges uniformly over the interval [0, 1] to a

function g, then g is Riemann integrable and∫ 1

0

g(t) dt =
∞∑
n=1

fn(1).

2.9 a. Write down the Laurent series expansion of the function

f(z) =
−1

(z − 1)(z − 2)

in the region {z ∈ C | 1 < |z| < 2}.
b. Let the circle Γ = {z ∈ C | |z| = 3

2
} be described in the counter-clockwise

sense. Evaluate: ∫
Γ

f(z) dz.

2.10 Which of the following statements are true?
a. There exists an analytic function f : C→ C such that its real part is the
function ex, where z = x+ iy.
b. There exists an analytic function f : C → C such that f(z) = z for all z
such that |z| = 1 and f(z) = z2 for all z such that |z| = 2.
c. There exists an analytic function f : C→ C such that f(0) = 1, f(4i) = i
and for all zj such that 1 < |zj| < 3, j = 1, 2, we have

|f(z1)− f(z2)| ≤ |z1 − z2|
π
3 .
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 Let X be a topological space. If A ⊂ X, we denote by A◦, the interior
of A. Which of the following statements are true?
a. If A and B are subsets of X, then (A ∪B)◦ = A◦ ∪B◦.
b. If A and B are subsets of X, then (A ∩B)◦ = A◦ ∩B◦.
c. If A ⊂ X, then A◦ = (Ac )c, where for B ⊂ X, we denote by Bc, its
complement, i.e. Bc = X\B, and by B, the closure of B.

3.2 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let X be a topological space such that the set

∆ = {(x, x) | x ∈ X}

is closed in X ×X (with the product topology). Then X is Hausdorff.
b. Let X be a set and let Y be a Hausdorff space. Let f : X → Y be a given
mapping. Define U ⊂ X to be open in X if, and only if, U = f−1(V ) for
some set V open in Y . This defines a Hausdorff topology on X.
c. The weakest topology on R such that all polynomials (in a single variable)
are continuous, is Hausdorff.

3.3 Which of the following statements are true?
a. The map f : [0, 2π[→ S1, defined by f(t) = eit, is a homeomorphism.
b. The spaces S1 and S2, with their topologies inherited from R2 and R3,
respectively, are homeomorphic.
c. Let X and Y be topological spaces and let f : X → Y be a continuous
map. Define G(f) = {(x, f(x)) | x ∈ X} ⊂ X × Y . If G(f) inherits the
product topology from X×Y , then X is homeomorphic to G(f) via the map
x 7→ (x, f(x)).

3.4 Let (X, d) be a metric space. Let J be an indexing set. Consider a set
of the form S = {xj ∈ X |j ∈ J} with the property that d(xj, xk) = 1 for all
j 6= k, j, k ∈ J . Which of the following statements are true?
a. If such a set exists in X, then there exist open sets {Uj}j∈J in X such that
Uj ∩ Uk = ∅ for all j 6= k, j, k ∈ J .
b. There exists such a set S in C[0, 1] with J being uncountable.
c. If such a set exists in X, and if X is compact, then J must be finite.

3.5 Let

E =

{
(x, y) ∈ R2 | x

2

4
+
y2

9
= 1

}
,

with the topology inherited from R2. Which of the following statements are
true?
a. There exists f : E → R that is continuous and onto.
b. If [α, β] is any finite interval in R, there exists f : E → [α, β] that is
continuous and onto.
c. If [α, β] is any finite interval in R, there exists f : E → [α, β] that is
continuous, one-one and onto.
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3.6 Let f : R → R be a continuous 2π- periodic function, i.e. for every
t ∈ R, we have f(t) = f(t+2π). Which of the following statements are true?
a. There exists t0 ∈ R such that f(t0) = f(−t0).
b. There exists t0 ∈ R such that f(t0) = f(t0 + π

2
).

c. There exists t0 ∈ R such that f(t0) = f(t0 + π
4
).

3.7 Which of the following spaces are connected?
a. GL2(R), with the topology inherited from M2(R).
b. GL2(C), with the topology inherited from M2(C).
c. The space X of all symmetric matrices in GL2(R) with both the eigenval-
ues belonging to the interval ]0, 2[, with the topology inherited from M2(R).

3.8 Let X be a topological space. A mapping f : X → R is said to be lower
semi-continuous if the set {x ∈ X |f(x) ≤ α} is closed for every α ∈ R.
Which of the following statements are true?
a. If f is continuous, then it is lower semi-continuous.
b. If the set{x ∈ X | f(x) > α} is open for every α ∈ Q, then f is lower
semi-continuous.
c. If {fn}mn=1 is a finite collection of lower semi-continuous functions defined
on X, then f : X → R defined by

f(x) = min
1≤n≤m

fn(x),

is lower semi-continuous.

3.9 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let F be an infinite family of continuous real-valued functions on the
interval [0, 1] with the property that given any finite subfamily of functions
F ′ ⊂ F , there exists at least one point t ∈ [0, 1] (depending on the subfamily)
such that f(t) = 0 for all f ∈ F ′. Then, there exists at least one point
t0 ∈ [0, 1] such that f(t0) = 0 for all f ∈ F .
b. Let

F = {f ∈ C1[0, 1] | |f(t)| ≤ 1 and |f ′(t)| ≤ 1 for all t ∈ [0, 1]}.

Given any sequence in F , there exists a subsequence which converges uni-
formly on [0, 1].
c. If f : [0, 1]→ R is lower semi-continuous, then there exists t0 ∈ [0, 1] such
that

f(t0) = min
t∈[0,1]

f(t).

3.10 Let D be the closed unit disc in R2. Let d(., .) denote the Euclidean
distance in D. Let T : D → D be a mapping such that d(T (x), T (y)) =
d(x, y) for all points x and y in D. Which of the following statements are
true?
a. There exists x0 ∈ D such that T (x0) = x0.
b. The image of T is closed.
c. The mapping T is surjective.
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Section 4: Calculus & Differential Equations

4.1 Evaluate: ∫ π
4

0

tan3 x dx.

4.2 Evaluate: ∫ ∫
R2

e−(19x2+2xy+19y2) dx dy.

4.3 Evaluate: ∫ ∫
S

(x4 + y4 + z4) dS,

where S = {(x, y, z) ∈ R3 | x2 + y2 + z2 = a2}, a > 0.

4.4 Evaluate f ′(3), where

f(x) =

∫ x

−x

1− e−xy

y
dy, x > 0.

4.5 Find the maximum value of 3x2 + 2xy + y2 over the set {(x, y) ∈
R2 | x2 + y2 = 1}.

4.6 Solve: (x+ y) dx = (x− y) dy.

4.7 Find the general solution of the system of differential equations:

dx
dt

= x+ 2y,

dy
dt

= 3x+ 2y.

4.8 Find a function whose Laplace transform is given by

1

s4 + s2
.

4.9 Find all solutions (u, λ) where λ ∈ R and u 6≡ 0 of the boundary value
problem:

−u′′(x) = λu(x) for 0 < x < 1,
u′(0) = u(1) = 0.

4.10 Solve the boundary value problem:

−∆u = 1 in B(0;R) ⊂ R2,
u = 0 on ∂B(0;R),

where ∆ is the usual Laplace operator in R2 and B(0;R) is the open ball of
radius R(> 0) with centre at the origin.
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 Let n ∈ N be fixed. Let Cr =

(
n
r

)
for 0 ≤ r ≤ n. Evaluate:

C2
0 + 3C2

1 + · · ·+ (2n+ 1)C2
n.

5.2 Find all positive integers which leave remainders 5, 4, 3 and 2 when di-
vided by 6, 5, 4 and 3, respectively.

5.3 Evaluate:
∞∑
n=0

5n+ 1

(2n+ 1)!
.

5.4 Find the value(s) of c such that the straight line y = 2x + c is tangent
to the ellipse

x2

4
+
y2

9
= 1.

5.5 Find the equation of the plane passing through the point (−1, 3, 2) and
which is perpendicular to the planes x+ 2y + 2z = 5 and 3x+ 3y + 2z = 8.

5.6 Let k ∈ N and let N = (k + 1)2. Evaluate the following sum as a closed
form expression in terms of k:

N∑
n=1

[
√
n],

where [x] denotes the largest integer less than, or equal to, x.

5.7 A triangle has perimeter of length 16 units and a fixed base of length 6
units. What is the maximum value of the area of the triangle?

5.8 Let B be a square of side 3 units in length. Ten points are marked in
it at random. What is the probability that there exist at least two points
amongst them which are of distance less than or equal to

√
2 units apart?

5.9 Let X be a set and let V be a (real) vector space of real-valued functions
defined on X, with pointwise addition and scalar multiplication as the oper-
ations. Assume in addition that if f ∈ V , then f 2 ∈ V and |f | ∈ V . Which
of the following statements are true?
a. If f and g are in V , then fg ∈ V .
b. If f and g are in V , then max{f, g} ∈ V .
c. If f ∈ V , then f 3 ∈ V .
(Note: (fg)(x) = f(x)g(x), fn(x) = (f(x))n for n ∈ N, max{f, g}(x) =
max{f(x), g(x)} and |f |(x) = |f(x)| for all x ∈ X.)

5.10 A portion of a wooden cube is sawed off at each vertex so that a small
equilateral triangle is formed at each corner with vertices on the edges of the
cube. The 24 vertices of the new object are all connected to each other by
straight lines. How many of these lines (with the exception, of course, of
their end-points) lie entirely in the interior of the original cube?

9

P Kali
ka

 M
ath

s

[ 19 ] [NBHM PhD(2020-2005)]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[ P Kalika Maths || NET-GATE Study Materials & Solutions Download https://pkalika.in/ ]



KEY

Section 1: Algebra

1.1 a,b,c

1.2 p
n(n−1)

2

1.3 A subgroup of order 125. Example: 3×3 upper
triangular matrices with 1 on the diagonal.
1.4 9
1.5 a
1.6 p(p−1)

2
1.7 a,b
1.8 Any two linearly independent vec-
tors of the form (u, u, w, u + w). Example:
{(1, 1, 0, 1), (1, 1,−1, 0)}.
1.9 6
1.10 a,b,c

Section 2: Analysis

2.1 1
e

2.2 a,b
2.3 a,c
2.4 a,c
2.5 a,b,c
2.6 a,b
2.7 a,c
2.8 b,c
2.9 a.

∞∑
n=0

1

zn+1
+

∞∑
n=0

zn

2n+1

b. 2πi
2.10 None

Section 3: Topology

3.1 b,c
3.2 a,c
3.3 c
3.4 a,c
3.5 b
3.6 a,b,c
3.7 b,c
3.8 a,b,c
3.9 a,b,c
3.10 a,b,c

Section 4: Calculus & Differential Equations

4.1 1
2 (1− log 2)

4.2 π
6
√
10

4.3 12π
5 a6

4.4 2
3 (e

9 − e−9)

4.5 2 +
√
2.

4.6 tan−1( yx ) = log
√
x2 + y2 + c

4.7
x(t) = 2c1e

4t + c2e
−t

y(t) = 3c1e
4t − c2e−t

4.8 x− sinx
4.9 (λn, un), n ∈ N ∪ {0}, where

λn = (2n+ 1)2
π2

4
, un(x) = cos(2n+ 1)

π

2
x

4.10 u(x, y) = R2−x2−y2
4

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 (n+ 1) (2n)!(n!)2

5.2 60k + 59, k ≥ 0
5.3 e

2 + 2
e

5.4 ±5
5.5 2x− 4y + 3z + 8 = 0
5.6 1

6 (k + 1)(4k2 + 5k + 6)
5.7 12 sq. units
5.8 1
5.9 a,b,c
5.10 120
Note: Please accept any correct equivalent form of
the answers.

1

P Kali
ka

 M
ath

s

[ 20 ] [NBHM PhD(2020-2005)]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[ P Kalika Maths || NET-GATE Study Materials & Solutions Download https://pkalika.in/ ]



NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS

Research Scholarships Screening Test

Saturday, January 20, 2018

Time Allowed: 150 Minutes

Maximum Marks: 40

Please read, carefully, the instructions that follow.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 9 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Alge-
bra, Analysis, Topology, Calculus & Differential Equations, and Mis-
cellaneous. Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of
the paper will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries
one point and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer
booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or one or more
than one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements
qualify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a),
(b), and (c)).

• Points will be awarded for questions involving more than one answer
only if all the correct answers are given. There will be no partial
credit.

• Calculators are not allowed.
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Notation

• N denotes the set of natural numbers {1, 2, 3, · · ·}, Z - the integers, Q - the
rationals, R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers.

• Let n ∈ N, n ≥ 2. The symbol Rn (respectively, Cn) denotes the n-
dimensional Euclidean space over R (respectively, over C), and is assumed
to be endowed with its ‘usual’ topology and (., .) will denote its usual eu-
clidean inner-product. Mn(R) (respectively, Mn(C)) will denote the set of
all n×n matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) and is identified with
Rn2

(respectively, Cn2
) when considered as a topological space.

• The symbol

(
n
r

)
will denote the standard binomial coefficient giving the

number of ways of choosing r objects from a collection of n objects, where
n ≥ 1 and 0 ≤ r ≤ n are integers.

• The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval {x ∈ R | a < x < b} while
[a, b] will stand for the corresponding closed interval; [a, b[ and ]a, b] will
stand for the corresponding left-closed-right-open and left-open-right-closed
intervals respectively.

• The space of continuous real valued functions on an interval [a, b] is denoted
by C[a, b] and is endowed with its usual ‘sup-norm’ metric.

• The space of continuously differentiable real valued functions on [a, b] is
denoted by C1[a, b] and its usual norm is the maximum of the sup-norms of
the function and its derivative.

• The symbol `2 will denote the space of all square summable real sequences
equipped with the norm

‖x‖2 =

( ∞∑
k=1

|xk|2
) 1

2

, where x = (xk) = (x1, x2, · · · , xk, · · ·).

• The derivative of a function f is denoted by f ′ and the second and third
derivatives by f ′′ and f ′′′, respectively.

• The transpose (respectively, adjoint) of a (column) vector x ∈ Rn (respec-
tively, Cn) will be denoted by xT (respectively, x∗). The transpose (respec-
tively, adjoint) of a matrix A ∈Mn(R) (respectively, Mn(C)) will be denoted
by AT (respectively, A∗).

• The symbol I will denote the identity matrix of appropriate order.

• The determinant of a square matrix A will be denoted by det(A) and its
trace by tr(A).

• The null space of a linear functional ϕ (respectively, a linear operator A) on
a vector space will be denoted by ker(ϕ) (respectively, ker(A)).

• If F is a field, GLn(F ) will denote the group of invertible n × n matrices
with entries from F with the group operation being matrix multiplication.

• The symbol Sn will denote the group of all permutations of n symbols
{1, 2, · · · , n}, the group operation being composition.

• The symbol Fp will denote the field consisting of p elements, where p is a
prime.

• Unless specified otherwise, all logarithms are to the base e.
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 Find the number of elements conjugate to (1 2 3 4 5 6 7) in S7.

1.2 What is the order of a 2-Sylow subgroup in GL3(F5)?

1.3 Let H be the subgroup generated by (1 2) in S3. Compute the normal-
izer, N(H), of H.

1.4 Let G be a group. Which of the following statements are true?
a. The normalizer of a subgroup of G is a normal subgroup of G.
b. The centre of G is a normal subgroup of G.
c. If H is a normal subgroup of G and is of order 2, then H is contained in
the centre of G.

1.5 Which of the following are prime ideals in the ring C[0, 1]?
a. J = {f ∈ C[0, 1] | f(x) = 0 for all 1

3
≤ x ≤ 2

3
}.

b. J = {f ∈ C[0, 1] | f(1
3
) = f(2

3
) = 0}.

c. J = {f ∈ C[0, 1] | f(1
3
) = 0}.

1.6 Let

W =

{
A ∈M3(R) | AT = −A and

3∑
j=1

a1j = 0

}
.

Write down a basis for W .

1.7 Let A ∈ M5(C) be such that (A2 − I)2 = 0. Assume that A is not a
diagonal matrix. Which of the following statements are true?
a. A is diagonalizable.
b. A is not diagonalizable.
c. No conclusion can be drawn about the diagonalizability of A.

1.8 Which of the following statements are true?
a. If A ∈Mn(R) is such that (Ax, x) = 0 for all x ∈ Rn, then A = 0.
b. If A ∈Mn(C) is such that (Ax, x) = 0 for all x ∈ Cn, then A = 0.
c. If A ∈Mn(C) is such that (Ax, x) ≥ 0 for all x ∈ Cn, then A = A∗.

1.9 Let

A =

 1 1 1
0 2 1
0 0 2

 .
Let W = {x ∈ R3 | Ax = 2x}. Construct a linear functional ϕ on R3 such
that ϕ(x0) = 1, where xT0 = (1, 2, 3), and ϕ(x) = 0 for all x ∈ W .

1.10 Let V be a finite dimensional vector space over R and let f and g be
two non-zero linear functionals on V such that whenever f(x) ≥ 0, we also
have that g(x) ≥ 0. Which of the following statements are true?
a. ker(f) ⊂ ker(g).
b. ker(f) = ker(g).
c. f = αg for some α > 0.
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Let {an}∞n=1 be a sequence of non-negative real numbers. Which of the
following statements are true?
a. If

∑∞
n=1 an < +∞, then

∑∞
n=1 a

5
n < +∞.

b. If
∑∞

n=1 a
5
n < +∞, then

∑∞
n=1 an < +∞.

c. If
∑∞

n=1 a
3
2
n < +∞, then

∑∞
n=1

an
n
< +∞.

2.2 Which of the following functions are uniformly continuous on R?
a. f(x) = | sin3 x|.
b. f(x) = tan−1 x.
c. f(x) =

∑∞
n=1 fn(x), where

fn(x) =


n(x− n+ 1

n
), if x ∈ [n− 1

n
, n],

n(n+ 1
n
− x), if x ∈ [n, n+ 1

n
],

0, otherwise.

2.3 Let f and g be defined on R by

f(x) =

{
1, if x is rational,
0, if x is irrational,

and g(x) =

{
1, if x ≥ 0,
0, if x < 0.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. The function f is continuous almost everywhere.
b. The function f is equal to a continuous function almost everywhere.
c. The function g is equal to a continuous function almost everywhere.

2.4 Let {fn}∞n=1 be a sequence of continuous functions defined on [0, 1]. As-
sume that fn(x) → f(x) for every x ∈ [0, 1]. Which of the following condi-
tions imply that this convergence is uniform?
a. The function f is continuous.
b. fn(x) ↓ f(x) for every x ∈ [0, 1].
c. The function f is continuous and fn(x) ↓ f(x) for every x ∈ [0, 1].

2.5 Let {fn}∞n=1 be a sequence of non-negative continuous functions defined
on [0, 1]. Assume that fn(x) → f(x) for every x ∈ [0, 1]. Which of the
following conditions imply that

lim
n→∞

∫ 1

0

fn(x) dx =

∫ 1

0

f(x) dx?

a. fn(x) ↑ f(x) for every x ∈ [0, 1].
b. fn(x) ≤ f(x) for every x ∈ [0, 1].
c. f is continuous.
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2.6 Let {fn}∞n=1 and f be integrable functions on [0, 1] such that

lim
n→∞

∫ 1

0

|fn(x)− f(x)| dx = 0.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. fn(x)→ f(x), as n→∞, for almost every x ∈ [0, 1].

b.
∫ 1

0
fn(x) dx→

∫ 1

0
f(x) dx, as n→∞.

c. If {gn}∞n=1 is a uniformly bounded sequence of continuous functions con-

verging pointwise to a function g, then
∫ 1

0
|fn(x)gn(x)− f(x)g(x)| dx→ 0 as

n→∞.

2.7 Let f : [−π, π]→ R be a continuous 2π-periodic function whose Fourier
series is given by

a0

2
+
∞∑
k=1

(ak cos kt+ bk sin kt).

Let, for each n ∈ N,

fn(t) =
a0

2
+

n∑
k=1

(ak cos kt+ bk sin kt),

and let f0 denote the constant function a0/2. Which of the following state-
ments are true?
a. fn → f uniformly on [−π, π].
b. If σn = (f0 + f1 + · · ·+ fn)/(n+ 1), then σn → f uniformly on [−π, π].
c.
∫ π
−π |fn(x)− f(x)|2 dx→ 0, as n→∞.

2.8 Let f ∈ C1[−π, π]. Define, for n ∈ N,

bn =

∫ π

−π
f(t) sinnt dt.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. bn → 0, as n→∞.
b. nbn → 0, as n→∞.
c. The series

∑∞
n=1 n

3b3
n is absolutely convergent.

2.9 Let Γ denote the circle in the complex plane, centred at zero and of
radius 2, described in the counter-clockwise sense. Evaluate:∫

Γ

e−z

(z − 1)2
dz.

2.10 Which of the following statements are true?
a. There exists an entire function defined on C such that f(0) = 1 and
|f(z)| ≤ |z|−2 for all z ∈ C such that |z| ≥ 10.
b. If f : C→ C is a non-constant entire function, then its image is dense in
C.
c. Let γ : [0, 1] → {z ∈ C | |z| ≤ 1} be a non-constant continuous mapping
such that γ(0) = 0. Let f be an analytic function in the disc {z ∈ C | |z| <
2}, such that f(0) = 0 and f(1) = 1. Then, there exists τ such that 0 < τ < 1
and such that for all 0 < t < τ , we have that f(γ(t)) 6= 0.
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 Let (X, d) be a metric space and let {xn}∞n=1 be a sequence in X. Let
x ∈ X. Define a sequence {yn}∞n=1 by

y2n−1 = xn and y2n = x, n ∈ N.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. If xn → x as n→∞, then the sequence {yn} is Cauchy.
b. If the sequence {yn} is Cauchy, then xn → x as n→∞.
c. Let f : X → X be a mapping that maps Cauchy sequences to Cauchy
sequences. Then f is continuous.

3.2 Let {Vn}∞n=1 be a sequence of open and dense subsets of RN . Set
V = ∩∞n=1Vn. Which of the following statements are true?
a. V 6= ∅.
b. V is an open set.
c. V is dense in RN .

3.3 Let X be a topological space and let U ⊂ X. In which of the following
cases is U open?
a. Let U be the set of invertible upper triangular matrices in Mn(R), where
n ≥ 2, and X = Mn(R).
b. Let U be the set of all 2× 2 matrices with real entries such that all their
eigenvalues belong to C\R, and X = M2(R).
c. Let U be the set of all complex numbers λ such that A− λI is invertible,
where A is a given 3× 3 matrix with complex entries, and X = C.

3.4 Let X be an infinite set. Define a topology τ on X as follows:

τ = {X, ∅} ∪ {U | X\U is a non-empty finite set}.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. The topological space (X, τ) is Hausdorff.
b. The topological space (X, τ) is compact.
c. The topological space (X, τ) is connected.

3.5 Which of the following sets are connected?
a. The set of orthogonal matrices in Mn(R), where n ≥ 2.
b. The set

S =

{
f ∈ C[0, 1] |

∫ 1
2

0

f(t) dt−
∫ 1

1
2

f(t) dt = 1

}
in C[0, 1].
c. The set of all points in R2 with at least one coordinate being a transcen-
dental number.

3.6 Which of the following sets are nowhere dense?
a. S = {A ∈Mn(R) | tr(A) = 0} in Mn(R), where n ≥ 2.
b. S = {x ∈ `2 | x = (xn), xn = 0 for infinitely many n} in `2.
c. The Cantor set in [0, 1].
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3.7 For x = (xn) ∈ `2, define

T (x) = (0, x1, x2, · · ·) and S(x) = (x2, x3, · · ·).

Which of the following statements are true?
a. ‖T‖ = ‖S‖ = 1.
b. If A : `2 → `2 is a continuous linear operator such that ‖A−T‖ < 1, then
SA is invertible.
c. If A is as above, then A is not invertible.

3.8 Let V and W be normed linear spaces and let T : V → W be a contin-
uous linear operator. Let B be the closed unit ball in V . In which of the
following cases is T (B) compact?
a. V = C1[0, 1],W = C[0, 1] and T (f) = f .
b. V = W = `2 and T (x) = (0, x1, x2, · · ·), where x = (xn) ∈ `2.
c. V = W = `2 and T (x) = (x1, x2, · · · , x10, 0, · · · , 0, · · ·), where x = (xn) ∈
`2.

3.9 Which of the following statements are true?
a. The equation x5 + cos2 x = 0 has a solution in R.
b. The equation 2x− cos2 x = 0 has a solution in [0, 1].
c. The equation x3 − cos2 x = 0 has a solution in [−1, 0].

3.10 Let D denote the closed unit disc and let S1 denote the unit circle in
R2. Let

E =

{
(x, y) ∈ R2 | x

2

4
+
y2

9
≤ 1

}
.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. If f : E → E is continuous, than there exists x ∈ E such that f(x) = x.
b. If f : D → S1 is continuous, there exists x ∈ S1 such that f(x) = x.
c. If f : S1 → S1 is continuous, there exists x ∈ S1 such that f(x) = x.
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Section 4: Calculus & Differential Equations

4.1 Let A = [0, 1]× [0, 1] ⊂ R2. Evaluate:∫ ∫
A

cos(πmax{x, y}) dx dy.

4.2 Let S denote the unit sphere in R3. Evaluate:∫
S

(x4 + y4 + z4) dS.

4.3 If Γ denotes the usual gamma function, evaluate Γ(5
2
), given that Γ(1

2
) =√

π.

4.4 Find the general solution of the differential equation: yy′′ = (y′)2.

4.5 A particle falling freely from rest under the influence of gravity suffers
air resistance proportional to the square of its velocity at each instant. If
g stands for the acceleration due to gravity and if c > 0 is the constant of
proportionality for the air resistance, write down the initial value problem
satisfied by y(t), the distance travelled by the particle at time t.

4.6 In the preceding problem, if v(t) is the velocity at time t, evaluate:

lim
t→+∞

v(t).

4.7 Write down the following ordinary differential equation as a system of
first order differential equations:

y′′′ = y′′ − x2(y′)2.

4.8 Let Ω ⊂ RN be a bounded domain in RN , N ≥ 2. Let ∆ denote the
Laplace operator in RN . Consider the eigenvalue problem:

−∆u = λu, in Ω,
u = 0, on ∂Ω.

If (ui, λi), i = 1, 2 are two solutions such that λ1 6= λ2 and
∫

Ω
|u1(x)|2 dx =∫

Ω
|u2(x)|2 dx = 1, evaluate: ∫

Ω

u1(x)u2(x) dx.

4.9 Let Ω denote the unit ball in R3. Let ∆ denote the Laplace operator in
R3. Let u be such that

∆u = c, in Ω,
∂u
∂ν

= 1, on ∂Ω,

where ∂u
∂ν

is the outer normal derivative of u on ∂Ω. Given that c is a con-
stant, find its value.

4.10 Let u(x, t) be the solution of the following initial value problem:

∂2u
∂t2

= ∂2u
∂x2
, t > 0, x ∈ R,

u(x, 0) = u0(x), x ∈ R,
∂u
∂t

(x, 0) = 0, x ∈ R.

If u0(x) vanishes outside the interval [−1, 1], find the interval outside which
u(·, t) vanishes, when t > 1.
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 Let X be a non-empty set. Let E and F be subsets of X. Define
E∆F = (E\F ) ∪ (F\E). Simplify the following expressions:

(a)(E∆F )∆(E ∩ F ), and (b) E∆(E∆F ).

5.2 Let X be a non-empty set and let {En}∞n=1 be a sequence of subsets of
X. Let E ⊂ X be the set of all points in X which lie in infinitely many of
the En. Express E in terms of the En using the set theoretic operations of
union and intersection.

5.3 Let n ∈ N be fixed. If 0 ≤ r ≤ n, let Cr =

(
n
r

)
. Evaluate the sum up to

n terms of the series:
3C1 + 7C2 + 11C3 + · · ·

5.4 Eight different dolls are to be packed in eight different boxes. If two of
the boxes are too small to hold five of the dolls, in how many ways can the
dolls be packed?

5.5 Given six consonants and three vowels, five-letter words are formed.
What is the probability that a randomly chosen word contains three conso-
nants and two vowels?

5.6 Find the lengths of the semi-axes of the ellipse:

5x2 − 8xy + 5y2 = 1.

5.7 Find the sum of the infinite series:

1

5
+

1

3
· 1

53
+

1

5
· 1

55
+ · · ·

5.8 How many zero’s are there at the end of 61! ?

5.9 Which of the following statements are true?
a. The product of r consecutive positive integers is always divisible by r!.

b. If n is a prime number and if 0 < r < n, then n divides

(
n
r

)
.

c. If n ∈ N, then n(n+ 1)(2n+ 1) is divisible by 6.

5.10 Let a, b, c ∈ R. Find the maximum value of ax+ by + cz over the set{
(x, y, z) ∈ R3 | |x|3 + |y|3 + |z|3 = 1

}
.
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KEY

Section 1: Algebra

1.1 6!
1.2 27

1.3 N(H) = H
1.4 b,c
1.5 c
1.6 Any two linearly independent elements in W .
Example: 0 1 −1

−1 0 0
1 0 0

 ,
 0 0 0

0 0 1
0 −1 0


1.7 c
1.8 b,c
1.9 Any functional of the form ax− ay+ cz, where
3c− a = 1
1.10 a,b,c

Section 2: Analysis

2.1 a,c
2.2 a,b
2.3 b
2.4 c
2.5 a,b
2.6 b,c
2.7 b,c
2.8 a,b,c
2.9 − 2πi

e
2.10 b,c

Section 3: Topology

3.1 a,b,c
3.2 a,c
3.3 b,c
3.4 b,c
3.5 b,c
3.6 a,c
3.7 a,b,c
3.8 a,c
3.9 a,b
3.10 a,b

Section 4: Calculus & Differential Equations

4.1 − 4
π2

4.2 12π
5

4.3 3
4

√
π.

4.4 y = c1e
c2x

4.5 y′′ = g − c(y′)2 for t > 0; y(0) = y′(0) = 0.
4.6

√
g
c

4.7 y′ = u; u′ = v; v′ = v − x2u2
4.8 0
4.9 3
4.10 [−(t+ 1), (t+ 1)]

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 a. E ∪ F ; b. F
5.2 E = ∩∞n=1 ∪∞m=n Em
5.3 2n(2n− 1) + 1
5.4 4320
5.5 10

21
5.6 Semi-major axis = 1; semi-minor axis = 1

3
5.7 1

2 log
3
2

5.8 14
5.9 a,b,c
5.10 (

|a| 32 + |b| 32 + |c| 32
) 2

3

Note: Please accept any correct equivalent form of
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NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS

Research Scholarships Screening Test

Saturday, January 21, 2017

Time Allowed: 150 Minutes

Maximum Marks: 40

Please read, carefully, the instructions that follow.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 11 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Alge-
bra, Analysis, Topology, Calculus & Differential Equations, and Mis-
cellaneous. Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of
the paper will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries
one point and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer
booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or one or more
than one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements
qualify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a),
(b), and (c)).

• Points will be awarded for questions involving more than one answer
only if all the correct answers are given. There will be no partial
credit.

• Calculators are not allowed.
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Notation

• N denotes the set of natural numbers {1, 2, 3, · · ·}, Z - the integers, Q - the
rationals, R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers.

• Let n ∈ N, n ≥ 2. The symbol Rn (respectively, Cn) denotes the n-
dimensional Euclidean space over R (respectively, over C), and is assumed
to be endowed with its ‘usual’ topology. Mn(R) (respectively, Mn(C)) will
denote the set of all n×n matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) and
is identified with Rn2

(respectively, Cn2
) when considered as a topological

space.

• The symbol

(
n
r

)
will denote the standard binomial coefficient giving the

number of ways of choosing r objects from a collection of n objects, where
n ≥ 1 and 0 ≤ r ≤ n are integers.

• The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval {x ∈ R | a < x < b} while
[a, b] will stand for the corresponding closed interval; [a, b[ and ]a, b] will
stand for the corresponding left-closed-right-open and left-open-right-closed
intervals respectively.

• The space of continuous real valued functions on an interval [a, b] is denoted
by C[a, b] and is endowed with its usual ‘sup-norm’ metric.

• The space of continuous real valued functions on R which have compact
support will be denoted Cc(R) and will be equipped with the ‘sup-norm’
metric.

• Let 1 ≤ p < ∞ and let ]a, b[⊂ R be an open interval equipped with the
Lebesgue measure. The symbol Lp(]a, b[) will stand for the space of mea-
surable functions such that ∫ b

a
|f(t)|p dt < ∞.

The space L∞(]a, b[) will stand for the space of essentially bounded functions.
These spaces are equipped with their usual norms.

• The derivative of a function f is denoted by f ′ and the second derivative by
f ′′.

• The symbol I will denote the identity matrix of appropriate order.

• The determinant of a square matrix A will be denoted by det(A) and its
trace by tr(A).

• GLn(R) (respectively, GLn(C)) will denote the group of invertible n × n
matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) with the group operation
being matrix multiplication. The symbol SLn(R) will denote the subgroup
of GLn(R), of matrices whose determinant is unity.

• The symbol Sn will denote the group of all permutations of n symbols
{1, 2, · · · , n}, the group operation being composition.

• The symbol Zn will denote the additive group of integers modulo n.

• The symbol Fp will denote the field consisting of p elements, where p is a
prime.

• Unless specified otherwise, all logarithms are to the base e.
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 Let G be a group. Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let H and K be subgroups of G of orders 3 and 5 respectively. Then
H ∩K = {e}, where e is the identity element of G.
b. If G is an abelian group of odd order, then ϕ(x) = x2 is an automorphism
of G.
c. If G has exactly one element of order 2, then this element belongs to the
centre of G.

1.2 Let n ∈ N, n ≥ 2. Which of the following statements are true?
a. Any finite group G of order n is isomorphic to a subgroup of GLn(R).
b. The group Zn is isomorphic to a subgroup of GL2(R).
c. The group Z12 is isomorphic to a subgroup of S7.

1.3 Which of the following statements are true?
a. The matrices [

1 1
0 1

]
and

[
1 0
1 1

]
are conjugate in GL2(R).
b. The matrices [

1 1
0 1

]
and

[
1 0
1 1

]
are conjugate in SL2(R).
c. The matrices [

1 0
0 2

]
and

[
1 3
0 2

]
are conjugate in GL2(R).

1.4 Let p be an odd prime. Find the number of non-zero squares in Fp.

1.5 Find a generator of F×7 , the multiplicative group of non-zero elements of
F7.

1.6 The characteristic polynomial of a matrix A ∈ M5(R) is given by x5 +
αx4 + βx3, where α and β are non-zero real numbers. What are the possible
values of the rank of A?

1.7 Let A ∈M3(R) be a symmetric matrix whose eigenvalues are 1, 1 and 3.
Express A−1 in the form αI + βA, where α, β ∈ R.

1.8 Let A ∈Mn(R), n ≥ 2. Which of the following statements are true?
a. If A2n = 0, then An = 0.
b. If A2 = I, then A = ±I.
c. If A2n = I, then An = ±I.
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1.9 Which of the following statements are true?
a. There does not exist a non-diagonal matrix A ∈M2(R) such that A3 = I.
b. There exists a non-diagonal matrix A ∈ M2(R) which is diagonalizable
over R and which is such that A3 = I.
c. There exists a non-diagonal matrix A ∈M2(R) such that A3 = I and such
that tr(A) = −1.

1.10 Let n ≥ 2 and let W be the subspace of Mn(R) consisting of all matrices
whose trace is zero. If A = (aij) and B = (bij), for 1 ≤ i, j ≤ n, are elements
in Mn(R), define their inner-product by

(A,B) =
n∑

i,j=1

aijbij.

Identify the subspace W⊥ of elements orthogonal to the subspace W .
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Let {xn}∞n=1 be a sequence of real numbers. Let α = lim infn→∞ xn.
Which of the following statements are true?
a. For every ε > 0, there exists a subsequence {xnk} such that xnk ≤ α + ε
for all k ∈ N.
b. For every ε > 0, there exists a subsequence {xnk} such that xnk ≤ α − ε
for all k ∈ N.
c. There exists a subsequence {xnk} such that xnk → α as k →∞.

2.2 Let {an}∞n=1 be a sequence of positive real numbers such that
∑∞

n=1 an is
divergent. Which of the following series are convergent?
a.

∞∑
n=1

an
1 + nan

.

b.
∞∑
n=1

an
1 + n2an

.

c.
∞∑
n=1

an
1 + an

.

2.3 Let {an}∞n=1 be a sequence of positive real numbers such that
∑∞

n=1 an is
convergent. Which of the following series are convergent?
a.

∞∑
n=1

an
1 + an

.

b.
∞∑
n=1

a
1
4
n

n
4
5

.

c.
∞∑
n=1

nan sin
1

n
.

2.4 Let f : R→ R be a given function. It is said to be lower semi-continuous
(respectively upper semi-continuous) if the set f−1(] −∞, α]) (respectively,
the set f−1([α,∞[)) is closed for every α ∈ R. Let f and g be two real valued
functions defined on R. Which of the following statements are true?
a. If f and g are continuous, then max{f, g} is continuous.
b. If f and g are lower semi-continuous, then max{f, g} is lower semi-
continuous.
c. If f and g are upper semi-continuous, then max{f, g} is upper semi-
continuous.

2.5 Let f : R → R be a continuous function. Which of the following state-
ments are true?
a. If f is continuously differentiable, then f is uniformly continuous.
b. If f has compact support, then f is uniformly continuous.
c. If lim|x|→∞ |f(x)| = 0, then f is uniformly continuous.
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2.6 Let f :]0, 2[→ R be defined by

f(x) =

{
x2, if x ∈]0, 2[∩Q,
2x− 1, if x ∈]0, 2[\Q.

Check for the points of differentiability of f and evaluate the derivative at
those points.

2.7 Let {fn}∞n=1 be a sequence of continuous real valued functions defined on
R which converges pointwise to a continuous real valued function f . Which
of the following statements are true?
a. If 0 ≤ fn ≤ f for all n ∈ N, then

lim
n→∞

∫ ∞
−∞

fn(t) dt =

∫ ∞
−∞

f(t) dt.

b. If |fn(t)| ≤ | sin t| for all t ∈ R and for all n ∈ N, then

lim
n→∞

∫ ∞
−∞

fn(t) dt =

∫ ∞
−∞

f(t) dt.

c. If |fn(t)| ≤ et for all t ∈ R and for all n ∈ N, then for all a, b ∈ R, a < b,

lim
n→∞

∫ b

a

fn(t) dt =

∫ b

a

f(t) dt.

2.8 Which of the following statements are true?
a. The following series is uniformly convergent over [−1, 1]:

∞∑
n=0

x2

(1 + x2)n
.

b.

lim
n→∞

∫ π

π
2

sinnx

nx5
dx = π.

c. Define, for x ∈ R,

f(x) =
∞∑
n=1

sinnx2

1 + n3
.

Then f is a continuously differentiable function.

2.9 Write down the Laurent series expansion of the function

f(z) =
−1

(z − 1)(z − 2)

in the annulus {z ∈ C | 1 < |z| < 2}.

2.10 Which of the following statements are true?
a. There exists a non-constant entire function which is bounded on the real
and imaginary axes of C.
b. The ring of analytic functions on the open unit disc of C (with respect
to the operations of pointwise addition and pointwise multiplication) is an
integral domain.
c. There exists an entire function f such that f(0) = 1 and such that
|f(z)| ≤ 1

|z| for all |z| ≥ 5.
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 Let (X, d) be a metric space and let {xn}∞n=1 and {yn}∞n=1 be arbitrary
Cauchy sequences in X. Which of the following statements are true?
a. The sequence {d(xn, yn)} converges as n→∞.
b. The sequence {d(xn, yn)} converges as n→∞ only if Xis complete.
c. No conclusion can be drawn about the convergence of {d(xn, yn)}.

3.2 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let X be a set equipped with two topologies τ1 and τ2. Assume that any
given sequence in X converges with respect to the topology τ1 if, and only
if, it also converges with respect to the topology τ2. Then τ1 = τ2.
b. Let (X, τ1) and (Y, τ2) be two topological spaces and let f : X → Y be a
given map. Then f is continuous if, and only if, given any sequence {xn}∞n=1

such that xn → x in X, we have f(xn)→ f(x) in Y .
c. Let (X, τ) be a compact topological space and let {xn}∞n=1 be a sequence
in X. Then, it has a convergent subsequence.

3.3 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let n ≥ 2. The subset of nilpotent matrices in Mn(C) is closed in Mn(C).
b. Let n ≥ 2. The set of all matrices in Mn(C) which represent orthogonal
projections is closed in Mn(C).
c. The set of all matrices in M2(R) such that both of their eigenvalues are
purely imaginary, is closed in M2(R).

3.4 Which of the following sets are dense?
a. The set of all numbers of the form m

2n
where 0 ≤ m ≤ 2n and n ∈ N, in

the space [0, 1].
b. The set of all polynomial functions in the space L1(]0, 1[).
c. The linear span of the family {sinnt}∞n=1 in the space L2(]− π, π[).

3.5 Let n ≥ 2. Which of the following subsets are nowhere dense in Mn(R)?
a. The set GLn(R).
b. The set of all matrices whose trace is zero.
c. The set of all singular matrices.

3.6 Which of the following topological spaces are separable?
a. Any real Banach space which admits a Schauder basis {un}∞n=1.
b. The space C[0, 1].
c. The space Lp(]0, 1[), where 1 ≤ p ≤ ∞.

3.7 Which of the following sets are connected?
a. The set of all points in the plane with at least one coordinate irrational.
b. An infinite set X with the topology τ given by

τ = {X, ∅} ∪ {A ⊂ X | X\A is a finite set}.

c. The set

K = {f ∈ C[0, 1] |
∫ 1

2

0

f(t) dt−
∫ 1

1
2

f(t) dt = 1}.
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3.8 Which of the following statements are true?
a. There exists a continuous bijection f : [0, 1]→ [0, 1]× [0, 1].
b. There exists a continuous map f : S1 → R which is injective, where S1

stands for the unit circle in the plane.
c. There exists a continuous map f : [0, 1]→ SL2(R) which is surjective.

3.9 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let g ∈ C[0, 1] be fixed. Then the set

A = {f ∈ C[0, 1] |
∫ 1

0

f(t)g(t) dt = 0}

is closed in C[0, 1].
b. Let g ∈ Cc(R), be fixed. Then the set

A = {f ∈ Cc(R) |
∫ ∞
−∞

f(t)g(t) dt = 0}

is closed in Cc(R).
c. Let g ∈ L2(R) be fixed. Then the set

A = {f ∈ L2(R) |
∫ ∞
−∞

f(t)g(t) dt = 0}

is closed in L2(R).

3.10 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let X be a compact topological space and let F be a family of real valued
functions defined on X with the following properties:
(i) If f, g ∈ F , then fg ∈ F , where (fg)(x) = f(x)g(x) for all x ∈ X.
(ii) For every x ∈ X, there exists an open neighbourhood U(x) of x and a
function f ∈ F such that the restiction of f to U(x) is identically zero.
Then the function which is identically zero on all of X belongs to F .
b. Let

X = {f : [0, 1]→ [0, 1] | |f(t)− f(s)| ≤ |t− s| for all s, t ∈ [0, 1]}.

Define
d(f, g) = max

t∈[0,1]
|f(t)− g(t)|

for f, g ∈ X. Then (X, d) is a compact metric space.
c. Let {fi}i∈I be a collection of functions in C[0, 1] such that given any finite
subfamily of functions, its members vanish at some common point (which
depends on that subfamily). Then there exists x0 ∈ [0, 1] such that fi(x0) = 0
for all i ∈ I.
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Section 4: Calculus & Differential Equations

4.1 Let x > 1. Define

F (x) =

∫ x3

x2
tan(xy2) dy.

Differentiate F with respect to x.

4.2 Evaluate: ∫ ∞
−∞

e−2x2 dx.

4.3 Let n(x, y, z) denote the unit outer normal vector on the surface S of the
cylinder x2 + y2 ≤ 4, 0 ≤ z ≤ 3. Compute∫

S

v.n dS

where v(x, y, z) = xzi + 2yzj + 3xyk.

4.4 Evaluate the line integral
∫
C
Pdx + Qdy, where C is the circle centered

at the origin and of radius a > 0 (described in the counter-clockwise sense)
in the plane and

P (x, y) =
−y

x2 + y2
, Q(x, y) =

x

x2 + y2
.

4.5 Let Ω be a bounded open subset of R3 and let ∂Ω denote its boundary.
Given sufficiently smooth real valued fucntions u and v on Ω, let ∂u

∂n
and ∂v

∂n

denote the outer normal derivatives of u and v respectively on ∂Ω. Fill in
the blank in the following identity:∫

∂Ω

(
∂u

∂n
v − ∂v

∂n
u

)
dS =

∫
Ω

(· · · · · · · · ·) dx dy dz.

4.6 Find the maximum value of x2 +xy subject to the condition x2 +y2 ≤ 1.

4.7 Interchange the order of integration:∫ 2

−1

∫ 2−x2

−x
f(x, y) dy dx.

4.8 Find all the non-trivial solutions (λ, u) (i.e. u 6≡ 0), of the boundary
value problem:

−u′′(x) = λu(x), 0 < x < 1, and u(0) = u′(1) = 0.

4.9 Consider the initial value problem: u′(t) = Au(t), t > 0, and u(0) = u0,
where u0 is a given vector in R2 and

A =

[
1 −2
1 a

]
.

Find the range of values of a such that |u(t)| → 0 as t→∞.
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4.10 Let u(x, t) be the solution of the wave equation:

∂2u
∂t2

= ∂2u
∂x2
, x ∈ R, t > 0,

u(x, 0) = u0(x), x ∈ R,
ut(x, 0) = 0, x ∈ R.


Let u0(x) be the function defined by

u0(x) =

{
1, if |x| < 2,
0, otherwise.

Compute u(x, 1) at all points x ∈ R where it is continuous.
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 Let x ∈ R and let n ∈ N. Evaluate:
n∑
k=0

(
n
k

)
sin

(
x+

kπ

2

)
.

5.2 Let n ∈ N, n ≥ 2. Let x1, · · · , xn ∈]0, π[. Set x = (x1 + · · · + xn)/n.
Which of the following statements are true?
a.

Πn
k=1 sinxk ≥ sinn x.

b.
Πn
k=1 sinxk ≤ sinn x.

c. Neither (a) nor (b) is necessarily true.

5.3 Which of the following sets are convex?
a.

{(x, y) ∈ R2 | xy ≥ 1, x ≥ 0, y ≥ 0}.
b.

{(x, y) ∈ R2 | |x|
1
3 + |y|

1
3 ≤ 1}.

c.
{(x, y) ∈ R2 | y ≥ x2}.

5.4 Find the area of the circle got by intersecting the sphere x2 + y2 + z2 = 1
with the plane x+ y + z = 1.

5.5 Let n ∈ N, n ≥ 3. Find the area of the polygon with one vertex at z = 1
and whose other vertices are situated at the roots of the polynomial

1 + z + z2 + · · ·+ zn−1

in the complex plane.

5.6 Find the maximum value of 3x+ 2y subject to the conditions:

2x+ 3y ≥ 6, y − x ≤ 2, 0 ≤ x ≤ 3, y ≥ 0

.
5.7 A committee of six members is formed from a group of 7 men and 4
women. What is the probability that the commitee contains
a. exactly two women?
b. at least two women?

5.8 Find the sum of the infinite series:

1

2.3.4
+

1

4.5.6
+

1

6.7.8
+ · · ·

5.9 Find the remainder when 8130 is divided by 13.

5.10 Let ai ∈ R, 1 ≤ i ≤ 4. Evaluate:∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣
1 1 1 1
a1 a2 a3 a4

a2
1 a2

2 a2
3 a2

4

a3
1 a3

2 a3
3 a3

4

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣ .
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KEY

Section 1: Algebra

1.1 a,b,c
1.2 a,b,c
1.3 a,c
1.4 p−1

2
1.5 3 or 5
1.6 2, 3, 4
1.7 A−1 = 4

3I −
1
3A

1.8 a
1.9 c
1.10 W⊥ = {aI | a ∈ R}

Section 2: Analysis

2.1 a,c
2.2 b
2.3 a,b,c
2.4 a,b,c
2.5 b,c
2.6 Only x = 1 and f ′(1) = 2
2.7 a,c
2.8 c
2.9

∞∑
n=1

1

zn
+
∞∑
n=0

zn

2n+1

2.10 a,b

Section 3: Topology

3.1 a
3.2 None
3.3 a,b
3.4 a,b
3.5 b,c
3.6 a,b
3.7 a,b,c
3.8 None
3.9 a,b,c
3.10 a,b,c

Section 4: Calculus & Differential Equations

4.1 ∫ x3

x2

y2 sec2(xy2) dy + 3x2 tanx7 − 2x tanx5

4.2 √
π

2

4.3 54π.
4.4 2π
4.5 ∫

Ω

(v∆u− u∆v) dx dy dz,

where ∆ is the Laplace operator.

4.6 1+
√

2
2

4.7∫ 1

−2

∫ √2−y

−y
f(x, y) dx dy +

∫ 2

1

∫ √2−y

−
√

2−y
f(x, y) dx dy

4.8

λn =
(2n− 1)2π2

4
, un = C sin

(2n− 1)πx

2
, n ∈ N

4.9 −2 < a < −1
4.10

u(x, 1) =

 1, if |x| < 1,
1
2 , if 1 < |x| < 3,
0, if|x| > 3.

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 2
n
2 sin(x+ nπ

4 )
5.2 b
5.3 a,c
5.4 2π

3
5.5 n

2 sin 2π
n

5.6 19
5.7 a. 5

11 , b. 53
66

5.8 3
4 − log 2

5.9 12
5.10

Π1≤i<j≤4(ai − aj).

Note: Please accept any correct equivalent form of
the answers.
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NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS

Research Scholarships Screening Test

Saturday, January 23, 2016

Time Allowed: 150 Minutes

Maximum Marks: 40

Please read, carefully, the instructions that follow.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 10 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Alge-
bra, Analysis, Topology, Calculus & Differential Equations and Miscel-
laneous. Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of the
paper will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries
one point and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer
booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or one or more
than one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements
qualify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a),
(b), and (c)).

• Points will be awarded for questions involving more than one answer
only if all the correct answers are given. There will be no partial
credit.

• Calculators are not allowed.
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Notation

• N denotes the set of natural numbers {1, 2, 3, · · ·}, Z - the integers, Q - the
rationals, R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers.

• Let n ∈ N, n ≥ 2. The symbol Rn (respectively, Cn) denotes the n-
dimensional Euclidean space over R (respectively, over C), and is assumed
to be endowed with its ‘usual’ topology. Mn(R) (respectively, Mn(C)) will
denote the set of all n×n matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) and
is identified with Rn2

(respectively, Cn2
) when considered as a topological

space.

• The symbol

(
n
r

)
will denote the standard binomial coefficient giving the

number of ways of choosing r objects from a collection of n objects, where
n ≥ 1 and 0 ≤ r ≤ n are integers.

• If X is a set and if E is a subset, the characteristic function (also called the
indicator function) of E, denoted χE , is defined by

χE(x) =

{
1 if x ∈ E,
0 if x 6∈ E.

• The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval {x ∈ R | a < x < b} while
[a, b] will stand for the corresponding closed interval; [a, b[ and ]a, b] will
stand for the corresponding left-closed-right-open and left-open-right-closed
intervals respectively.

• The space of continuous real valued functions on an interval [a, b] is denoted
by C[a, b] and is endowed with its usual ‘sup-norm’ metric.

• The d1-metric on a space of functions defined over a domain X ⊂ R, when-
ever it is well-defined, is defined as follows:

d1(f, g) =

∫
X
|f(x)− g(x)| dx.

• The derivative of a function f is denoted by f ′ and the second derivative by
f ′′.

• The transpose (respectively, adjoint) of a vector x ∈ Rn (respectively, Cn)
will be denoted by xT (respectively, x∗). The transpose (respectively, ad-
joint) of a matrix A ∈ Mn(R) (respectively, Mn(C)) will be denoted by AT

(respectively, A∗).

• The symbol I will denote the identity matrix of appropriate order.

• The determinant of a square matrix A will be denoted by det(A) and its
trace by tr(A).

• The null space of a linear functional ϕ (respectively, a linear operator A) on
a vector space will be denoted by ker(ϕ) (respectively, ker(A)).

• GLn(R) (respectively, GLn(C)) will denote the group of invertible n × n
matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) with the group operation
being matrix multiplication.

• The symbol Sn will denote the group of all permutations of n symbols
{1, 2, · · · , n}, the group operation being composition.

• The symbol Zn will denote the ring of integers modulo n.

• Unless specified otherwise, all logarithms are to the base e.
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 With the usual notations, compute aba−1 in S5 and express it as the
product of disjoint cycles, where

a = (1 2 3)(4 5) and b = (2 3)(1 4).

1.2 Consider the following permutation:(
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
7 4 10 6 2 9 8 1 5 3

)
.

a. Is this an odd or an even permutation?
b. What is its order in S10?

1.3 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let G be a group of order 99 and let H be a subgroup of order 11. Then
H is normal in G.
b. Let H be the subgroup of S3 consisting of the two elements {e, a} where
e is the identity and a = (1 2). Then H is normal in S3.
c. Let G be a finite group and let H be a subgroup of G. Define

W = ∩g∈GgHg−1.

Then W is a normal subgroup of G.

1.4 Consider the ring C[0, 1] with the operations of pointwise addition and
pointwise multiplication. Give an example of an ideal in this ring which is
not a maximal ideal.

1.5 Compute the (multiplicative) inverse of 4x+3 in the field Z11[x]/(x2+1).

1.6 Let A ∈ M5(R). If A = (aij), let Aij denote the cofactor of the

entry aij, 1 ≤ i, j ≤ 5. Let Â denote the matrix whose (ij)-th entry is
Aij, 1 ≤ i, j ≤ 5.

a. What is the rank of Â when the rank of A is 5?
b. What is the rank of Â when the rank of A is 3?

1.7 Write down the minimal polynomial of A ∈Mn(R), where

A = (aij) and aij =

{
1 if i+ j = n+ 1,
0 otherwise.

1.8 Let V = R5 be equipped with the usual euclidean inner-product. Which
of the following statements are true?
a. If W and Z are subspaces of V such that both of them are of dimension
3, then there exists z ∈ Z such that z 6= 0 and z ⊥ W .
b. There exists a non-zero linear map T : V → V such that ker(T )∩W 6= {0}
for every subspace W of V of dimension 4.
c. Let W be a subspace of V of dimension 3. Let T : V → W be a linear map
which is surjective and let S : W → V be a linear map which is injective.
Then, there exists x ∈ V such that x 6= 0 and such that S ◦ T (x) = 0.
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1.9 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let A ∈M3(R) be such that A4 = I, A 6= ±I. Then A2 + I = 0.
b. Let A ∈M2(R) be such that A3 = I, A 6= I. Then A2 + A+ I = 0.
c. Let A ∈M3(R) be such that A3 = I, A 6= I. Then A2 + A+ I = 0.

1.10 Find an orthogonal matrix P and a diagonal matrix D, both in M2(R),
such that P TAP = D, where

A =

[
5 −3
−3 5

]
.
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Let {an} be a sequence of real numbers such that

lim
n→∞

∣∣∣∣an + 3

(
n− 2

n

)n∣∣∣∣ 1n =
3

5
.

Compute limn→∞ an.

2.2 Let f : [0,∞[→ [0,∞[ be a continuous function such that∫ ∞
0

f(t) dt < ∞.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. The sequence {f(n)}n∈N is bounded.
b. f(n)→ 0 as n→∞.
c. The series

∑∞
n=1 f(n) is convergent.

2.3 Let ρ : R → R be a continuous function such that ρ(x) ≥ 0 for all
x ∈ R, ρ(x) = 0 if |x| ≥ 1 and∫ ∞

−∞
ρ(t) dt = 1.

Let f : R→ R be a continuous function. Evaluate:

lim
ε→0

1

ε

∫ ∞
−∞

ρ
(x
ε

)
f(x) dx.

2.4 Let I ⊂ R be an interval. A real valued function f defined on I is said
to have the intermediate value property (IVP) if for every a, b ∈ I such that
a < b, the function f assumes every value between f(a) and f(b) in the
interval (a, b). Which of the following statements are true?
a. Define f : [0, 1]→ R by

f(x) =

{
sin 1

x
if 0 < x ≤ 1,

0 if x = 0.

Then f has IVP.
b. If f : R→ R is strictly increasing and has IVP, then f is continuous.
c. If f : [a, b]→ R is a differentiable function, then f ′ has IVP.

2.5 Write down the Taylor expansion (about the origin) of the function

f(x) =

∫ x

0

tan−1 t dt.

2.6 Use the preceding exercise to find the sum of the series:

1− 1

2
− 1

3
+

1

4
+

1

5
− 1

6
− 1

7
+ · · ·
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2.7 Let {fn} be a sequence of continuous real valued functions defined on R
converging uniformly on R to a function f . Which of the following statements
are true?
a. If each of the functions fn is bounded, then f is also bounded.
b. If each of the functions fn is uniformly continuous, then f is also uniformly
continuous.
c. If each of the functions fn is integrable, then

lim
n→∞

∫ ∞
−∞

fn(t) dt =

∫ ∞
−∞

f(t) dt.

2.8 Let f : R→ R be a given function. Consider the following statements:
A: The function f is continuous almost everywhere.
B: There exists a continuous function g : R → R such that f = g almost
everywhere.
Which of the following implications are true?
a. A ⇒ B.
b. B ⇒ A.
c. A ⇔ B.

2.9 Give an example of an analytic function f : C→ C such that f(P ) = H,
where

P = {z ∈ C | z = x+ iy, x ≥ 0, y ≥ 0},
H = {z ∈ C | z = x+ iy, y ≥ 0}.

2.10 Which of the following statements are true?
a. There exists an analytic function f : C → C such that for every z ∈
C, z = x+ iy,Ref(z) = ex.
b. There exists an analytic function f : C → C such that f is bounded on
both the real and imaginary axes.
c. There exists an analytic function f : C → C such that f(0) = 1 and for
every z ∈ C such that |z| ≥ 1, we have

|f(z)| ≤ e−|z|.
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 Which of the following sequences {fn} are Cauchy?
a.

fn(x) =


0 if x 6∈ [n− 1, n+ 1],

x− n+ 1 if x ∈ [n− 1, n],
n+ 1− x if x ∈ [n, n+ 1],

in the space

X =

{
f : R→ R | f is continuous and

∫ ∞
−∞
|f(t)| dt <∞

}
equipped with the d1 metric (see, Notation).
b. fn(x) = x+n

n
in the space C[0, 1] with the usual sup-norm metric.

c. fn(x) = nx
1+nx

in the space C[0, 1] equipped with the usual sup-norm metric.

3.2 Let

fn(x) =

{
1− nx if 0 ≤ x ≤ 1

n
,

0 if 1
n
≤ x ≤ 1.

Let C[0, 1] be equipped with the d1 metric. Which of the following statements
are true?
a. The sequence {fn} is Cauchy.
b. The sequence {fn} is convergent.
c. The sequence {fn} is not convergent.

3.3 Which of the following normed linear spaces, all equipped with the sup-
norm, are complete?
a. The space of bounded uniformly continuous real valued functions defined
on R.
b. The space of continuous real valued functions defined on R having com-
pact support.
c. The space of continuously differentiable real valued functions defined on
[0, 1].

3.4 Which of the following sets, S, are dense?
a. S = ∪m,n∈ZTm,n, in R2, where Tm,n is the straight line passing through
the origin and the point (m,n).
b. S = GLn(R), in Mn(R).
c. S = {A ∈M2(R) | both eigenvalues of A are real}, in M2(R).

3.5 Which of the following subsets of R2 are connected?
a. R2\Q×Q.
b. {(x, sin 1

x
) ∈ R2 | 0 < x <∞} ∪ {(0, 0)}.

c. {(x, y) ∈ R2 | xy = 1} ∪ {(x, y) ∈ R2 | y = 0}.

3.6 Which of the following subsets are path-connected?
a. {(x, y) ∈ R2 | x2 + y2 < 1} ∪ {(x, y) ∈ R2 | y = 1} ⊂ R2.
b. ∪∞n=1{(x, y) ∈ R2 | x = ny} ⊂ R2.
c. The set of all symmetric matrices all of whose eigenvalues are non-negative,
in Mn(R).
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3.7 Which of the following statements are true?
a. If K ⊂ Mn(R) is a compact subset, then all the eigenvalues of all the
elements of K form a bounded set.
b. Let K ⊂Mn(R) be defined by

K = {A ∈Mn(R) | A = AT , tr(A) = 1, xTAx ≥ 0 for all x ∈ Rn}.

Then K is compact.
c. Let K ⊂ C[0, 1] (with the usual sup-norm metric) be defined by

K =

{
f ∈ C[0, 1] |

∫ 1

0

f(t) dt = 1 and f(x) ≥ 0 for all x ∈ [0, 1]

}
.

Then K is compact.

3.8 A function f : R→ R is said to be lower semicontinuous (lsc) if the set
f−1(]−∞, α]) is closed for every α ∈ R. Which of the following statements
are true?
a. If E ⊂ R is a closed set, then f = χE (see, Notation) is lsc.
b. If E ⊂ R is an open set, then f = χE is lsc.
c. If G = {(x, y) ∈ R2 |y = f(x)} is closed in R2, then f is lsc.

3.9 Let X be a non-empty compact Hausdorff space. Which of the following
statements are true?
a. If X has at least n distinct points, then the dimension of C(X), the space
of continuous real valued functions defined on X, is at least n.
b. If A and B are disjoint, non-empty and closed sets in X, there exists
f ∈ C(X) such that f(x) = −3 for all x ∈ A and f(x) = 4 for all x ∈ B.
c. If A ⊂ X is a closed and non-empty subset and if g : A → R is a contin-
uous function, then there exists f ∈ C(X) such that f(x) = g(x) for all x ∈ A.

3.10 Which of the following subsets of R2 are homeomorphic to the set

{(x, y) ∈ R2 | xy = 1}?

a. {(x, y) ∈ R2 | xy − 2x− y + 2 = 0}.
b. {(x, y) ∈ R2 | x2 − 3x+ 2 = 0}.
c. {(x, y) ∈ R2 | 2x2 − 2xy + 2y2 = 1}.
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Section 4: Calculus and Differential Equations

4.1 Evaluate: ∫ ∞
0

x4e−x
2

dx.

4.2 Find the arc length of the curve in the plane, whose equation in polar
coordinates is given by r = a cos θ, when θ varies over the interval [−π

2
, π
2
].

4.3 Let S = [0, 1]× [0, 1] ⊂ R2. Evaluate:∫ ∫
S

max(x, y) dxdy.

4.4 Evaluate: ∫ ∞
−∞

∫ ∞
−∞

e−(5x
2−6xy+5y2) dxdy.

4.5 Let x = (x, y) ∈ R2. Let n(x) denote the unit outward normal to the
ellipse γ whose equation is given by

x2

4
+
y2

9
= 1

at the point x on it. Evaluate:∫
γ

x.n(x) ds(x).

4.6 Let ω > 0 and let (x0, y0) ∈ R2. Solve:

dx

dt
(t) = ωy(t),

dy

dt
(t) = −ωx(t), x(0) = x0, y(0) = y0.

4.7 Let ω > 0. Compute the matrix eA, where

A =

[
0 ω
−ω 0

]
.

4.8 Write down the first order system of equations equivalent to the differ-
ential equation

d3y

dx3
=

d2y

dx2
− x2

(
dy

dx

)2

.

4.9 Consider the system of differential equations:

x′ = y(x2 + 1)
y′ = 2xy2.

a. Find the critical points of the system.
b. Find all the solution paths of the system.

4.10 Consider the boundary value problem:

−y′′(x) = f(x) for 0 < x < 1, y′(0) = y′(1) = 0.

In which of the following cases does there exist a solution to this problem?
a. f(x) = cos πx.
b. f(x) = x− 1

2
.

c. f(x) = sinπx.
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 Write down the condition to be satisfied by the real numbers a, b, c and
d in order that the sphere x2 +y2 + z2 = 1 and the plane ax+ by+ cz+d = 0
have a non-empty intersection.

5.2 In a triangle ABC, the base AB = 6 cms. The vertex C varies such
that the area is always equal to 12 cm2. Find the minimum value of the sum
CA+ CB.

5.3 Find the maximum value the expression 2x + 3y + z takes as (x, y, z)
varies over the sphere x2 + y2 + z2 = 1.

5.4 Let k, r and n be positive integers such that 1 < k < r < n. Find
α`, 0 ≤ ` ≤ k such that (

n
r

)
=

k∑
`=0

α`

(
k
`

)
.

5.5 Which of the following sets are countable?
a. The set of all algebraic numbers.
b. The set of all strictly increasing infinite sequences of positive integers.
c. The set of all infinite sequences of integers which are in arithmetic pro-
gression.

5.6 Find all integer solutions of the following pair of congruences:

x ≡ 5mod8, x ≡ 2mod7.

5.7 Let F : R→ R be defined by

F (s) =

{
1 ifs ≥ 1

2
,

0 if s < 1
2
.

Evaluate: ∫ 1

0

F (sinπx) dx.

5.8 Let
α = 1 + 1

9
+ 1

25
+ 1

49
+ · · ·

β = 1− 1
3

+ 1
5
− 1

7
+ · · ·

γ = 1 + 1
4

+ 1
9

+ 1
16

+ · · ·
Which of the following numbers are rational?
a. α

γ
.

b. β
γ
.

c. β2

γ
.

5.9 In how many ways can 7 people be seated around a circular table such
that two particular people are always seated next to each other?

5.10 Find the sum of the following infinite series:

4

20
+

4.7

20.30
+

4.7.10

20.30.40
+ · · ·
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KEY

Section 1: Algebra

1.1 (1 3)(2 5)
1.2 a. odd ;b. 30
1.3 a,c
1.4 Any example of the form:

I = {f | f(x) = 0 for all x ∈ S}

where S ⊂ [0, 1] has at least two points.
1.5 6x+ 1
1.6 a. 5; b. 0
1.7 λ2 − 1
1.8 b,c
1.9 b
1.10

P =

[
1√
2

1√
2

1√
2
− 1√

2

]
; D =

[
2 0
0 8

]
Section 2: Analysis

2.1 −3e−2
2.2 None
2.3 f(0)
2.4 a,b,c
2.5

∞∑
n=1

(−1)n−1 x2n

(2n− 1)(2n)

2.6 π
4 −

1
2 log 2

2.7 a,b
2.8 None
2.9 Standard example:f(z) = z2

2.10 b

Section 3: Topology

3.1 b
3.2 a,b
3.3 a
3.4 a,b
3.5 a,b
3.6 a,b,c
3.7 a,b
3.8 b,c
3.9 a,b,c
3.10 b

Section 4: Calculus & Differential Equations

4.1 3
8

√
π

4.2 πa
4.3 2

3 .
4.4 π

4
4.5 12π
4.6

x(t) = x0 cosωt+ y0 sinωt
y(t) = −x0 sinωt+ y0 cosωt

4.7 [
cosω sinω
− sinω cosω

]
4.8 y′ = u; u′ = v; v′ = v − x2u2
4.9 a. All points (x, 0), x ∈ R; b. y = c(x2 + 1)
4.10 a,b

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 d2 ≤ a2 + b2 + c2

5.2 10 cms
5.3

√
14

5.4

α` =

(
n− k
r − `

)
, 0 ≤ ` ≤ k

5.5 a,c
5.6 56k + 37, k ∈ Z
5.7 2

3
5.8 a,c
5.9 2× 5! = 240

5.10 10
(
10
7

) 1
3 − 11

Note: Please accept any correct equivalent form of
the answers.
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NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS

Research Scholarships Screening Test

Saturday, January 24, 2015

Time Allowed: 150 Minutes

Maximum Marks: 40

Please read, carefully, the instructions that follow.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 10 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Alge-
bra, Analysis, Topology, Calculus & Differential Equations and Miscel-
laneous. Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of the
paper will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries
one point and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer
booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or one or more
than one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements
qualify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a),
(b), and (c)).

• Points will be awarded for questions involving more than one answer
only if all the correct answers are given. There will be no partial
credit.

• Calculators are not allowed.
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Notation

• N denotes the set of natural numbers {1, 2, 3, · · ·}, Z - the integers, Q
- the rationals, R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers.

• Rn (respectively, Cn) denotes the n-dimensional Euclidean space over
R (respectively, over C), and is assumed to be endowed with its ‘usual’
topology. Mn(R) (respectively, Mn(C)) will denote the set of all n× n
matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) and is identified with
Rn2

(respectively, Cn2
) when considered as a topological space.

• The symbol

(
n
r

)
will denote the standard binomial coefficient giving

the number of ways of choosing r objects from a collection of n objects,
where n ≥ 1 and 0 ≤ r ≤ n are integers.

• The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval {x ∈ R | a < x < b}
while [a, b] will stand for the corresponding closed interval; [a, b[ and
]a, b] will stand for the corresponding left-closed-right-open and left-
open-right-closed intervals respectively.

• The space of continuous real-valued functions on an interval [a, b] is
denoted by C[a, b] and is endowed with its usual ‘sup-norm’ metric.
The space of continuously differentiable real-valued functions on [a, b]
is denoted by C1[a, b].

• The derivative of a function f is denoted by f ′ and the second derivative
by f ′′.

• The transpose (respectively, adjoint) of a vector x ∈ Rn (respectively,
Cn) will be denoted by xT (respectively, x∗). The transpose (respec-
tively, adjoint) of a matrix A ∈ Mn(R) (respectively, Mn(C)) will be
denoted by AT (respectively, A∗).

• The symbol I will denote the identity matrix of appropriate order.

• The determinant of a square matrix A will be denoted by det(A) and
its trace by tr(A).

• Unless specified otherwise, all logarithms are to the base e.
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 Solve the following equation, given that its roots are in arithmetic pro-
gression:

x3 − 9x2 + 28x− 30 = 0.

1.2 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Every group of order 51 is cyclic.
b. Every group of order 151 is cyclic.
c. Every group of order 505 is cyclic.

1.3 Let G be the multiplicative group of non-zero complex numbers. Con-
sider the group homomorphism ϕ : G→ G given by ϕ(z) = z4.
a. Identify H, the kernel of ϕ.
b. Identify (up to isomorphism) the quotient space G/H.

1.4 How many elements of order 7 are there in a group of order 28?

1.5 Which of the following equations can occur as the class equation of a
group of order 10?
a. 10 = 1 + 1 + 1 + 2 + 5
b. 10 = 1 + 2 + 3 + 4
c. 10 = 1 + 1 + · · ·+ 1 (10 times)

1.6 Let W be the subspace of R4 spanned by the vectors (1, 0,−1, 1) and
(2, 3,−1, 2). Write down a basis for W⊥, the orthogonal complement of W
in R4 with respect to the usual euclidean inner-product.

1.7 Let B be a 5 × 3 matrix and let C be a 3 × 5 matrix, both with real
entries. Set A = BC. What are the possible values of the rank of A when
a. both B and C have rank 3?
b. both B and C have rank 2?

1.8 Write down all the eigenvalues (along with their multiplicities) of the
matrix A = (aij) ∈Mn(R) where aij = 1 for all 1 ≤ i, j ≤ n.

1.9 Let V = Mn(C) be equipped with the inner-product

(A,B) = tr(B∗A), A,B ∈ V.

Let M ∈Mn(C). Define T : V → V by T (A) = MA. What is T ∗(A), where
T ∗ denotes the adjoint of the mapping T?

1.10 Find a symmetric and positive definite matrix B such that B2 = A,
where

A =

[
2 −1
−1 2

]
.
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Find the radius of convergence of the series:

∞∑
n=1

n3zn

3n
.

2.2 Let (X, d) be a metric space and let {xn} and {yn} be arbitrary sequences
in X. Which of the following statements are true?
a. If both {xn} and {yn} are Cauchy sequences, then the sequence of real
numbers {d(xn, yn)} is a Cauchy sequence.
b. If d(xn, xn+1) < 1

n+1
, then the sequence {xn} is a Cauchy sequence.

c. If d(xn, xn+1) < 1
2n

, then the sequence {xn} is a Cauchy sequence.

2.3 Let {an} be a sequence of real numbers such that the series
∑∞

n=1 |an|2
is convergent. Which of the following statements are true?
a. The series

∑∞
n=1

an
n

is convergent.
b. The series

∑∞
n=1 |an|p is convergent for all 2 < p <∞.

c. The series
∑∞

n=1 |an|p is convergent for all 1 < p < 2.

2.4 Which of the following statements are true?
a. If f(x) = |x|3 for all x ∈ R, then f is twice differentiable on R.
b. If f : R→ R is such that

|f(x)− f(y)| ≤ |x− y|
√

2

for all x and y in R, then f is a constant.
c. If f : R → R is differentiable on R and if |f ′(t)| ≤ M for all t ∈ R, then
there exists ε0 > 0 such that for all 0 < ε ≤ ε0, the function g(x) = x+εf(x)
is injective.

2.5 Let f : [0, 1]→ R be continuous. Define

F (x) =

∫ x

0

f(t) dt, x ∈ [0, 1].

Which of the following statements are true?
a. The function F is Lipschitz continuous on [0, 1].
b. The function F is uniformly continuous on [0, 1].
c. The function F is of bounded variation on [0, 1].

2.6 Let fn(t) = tn for n ∈ N. Which of the following statements are true?
a. The sequence {fn} converges uniformly on [1

4
, 1

2
].

b. The sequence {fn} converges uniformly on [0, 1].
c. The sequence {fn} converges uniformly on ]0, 1[.
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2.7 Let f ∈ C1[−π, π] be such that f(−π) = f(π). Define

an =

∫ π

−π
f(t) cosnt dt, n ∈ N.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. The sequence {an} is bounded.
b. The sequence {nan} converges to zero as n→∞.
c. The series

∑∞
n=1 n

2|an|2 is convergent.

2.8 Let Γ be a simple closed curve in the complex plane (described in the
positive sense) and let z0 be a point in the interior of this curve. Evaluate:∫

Γ

z3 + 2z

(z − z0)3
dz.

2.9 Let Γ stand for the unit circle {z = eiθ : −π ≤ θ ≤ π} in the complex
plane. Let k ∈ R be a fixed constant.
a. When Γ is described in the positive sense, evaluate the integral∫

Γ

ekz

z
dz.

b. Hence, or otherwise, evaluate the integral∫ π

0

ek cos θ cos(k sin θ) dθ.

2.10 Which of the following statements are true?
a. There exists a non-constant entire function which is bounded on the upper
half-plane H = {z ∈ C : Im(z) > 0}.
b. There exists a non-constant entire function which takes only real values
on the imaginary axis.
c. There exists a non-constant entire function which is bounded on the
imaginary axis.
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 Let S1 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x2 + y2 = 1} and let S = {(x, y) ∈ R2 :
ax2 + 2hxy + by2 = 1}. In which of the following cases is S homeomorphic
to S1?
a. a = 2, h = 1, b = 2
b. a = 1, h = 2, b = 1
c. a = 1, h = 2, b = 4

3.2 Let (X, d) be a compact metric space. Which of the following statements
are true?
a. X is complete.
b. X is separable.
c. If f : X → R is a continuous mapping, then it maps Cauchy sequences
into Cauchy sequences.

3.3 Let J be any indexing set and let (Xj, τj) be toplogical spaces for each
j ∈ J . Let X = Πj∈JXj be the product space with the corresponding prod-
uct topology, τ . Let pj : X → Xj, j ∈ J be the coordinate projection. Which
of the following statements are true?
a. The product topology τ is the weakest (i.e. smallest) topology on X such
that each coordinate projection pj, j ∈ J is continuous.
b. For each j ∈ J , the mapping pj maps open sets in X onto open sets in
Xj.
c. If (X ′, τ ′) is any topological space and if f : X ′ → X is a given mapping,
then f is continuous if, and only if, pj ◦ f : X ′ → Xj is continuous for each
j ∈ J .

3.4 LetX be the space of all polynomials in one variable, with real coeffcients.
If p = a0 + a1x+ · · ·+ anx

n ∈ X, define

‖p‖ = |a0|+ |a1|+ · · ·+ |an|,

which gives the metric d(p, q) = ‖p − q‖ on X. Which of the following
statements are true?
a. The metric space X is complete.
b. Define T : X → X by

Tp = a0 + a1x+
a2

2
x2 + · · ·+ an

n
xn,

where p is as described earlier. Then T is continuous.
c. The mapping T defined above is bijective and is a homeomorphism.

3.5 State whether each of the following subsets of M2(R) are open, closed or
neither open nor closed.
a. The set of all matrices in M2(R) such that neither eigenvalue is real.
b. The set of all matrices in M2(R) such that both eigenvalues are real.
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3.6 Let X = R2\{(x, y) ∈ R2 : 3x + 5y + 1 = 0}. Which of the following
points lie in the same connected component of X as the origin?
a. (−1, 2)
b. (2,−1)
c. (1,−2)

3.7 Which of the following sets in Mn(R) are connected?
a. S = {A ∈Mn(R) : ATA = AAT = I}
b. S = {A ∈Mn(R) : tr(A) = 1}
c. S = {A ∈Mn(R) : xTAx ≥ 0 for all x ∈ Rn}

3.8 Which of the following sequences {fn} in C[0, 1] must contain a uniformly
convergent subsequence?
a. When |fn(t)| ≤ 3 for all t ∈ [0, 1] and for all n ∈ N.
b. When fn ∈ C1[0, 1], |fn(t)| ≤ 3 and |f ′n(t)| ≤ 5 for all t ∈ [0, 1] and for all
n ∈ N.
c. When fn ∈ C1[0, 1] and

∫ 1

0
|fn(t)| dt ≤ 1 for all n ∈ N.

3.9 Let
X = {f ∈ C[−5, 5] : f(−5) = f(5) = 0}.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. There exists f ∈ X such that f ≡ 2 on [−1, 0] and f ≡ 3 on [1, 2] ∪ [3, 4].
b. For every f ∈ X, there exist distinct points x1 and x2 in ] − 5, 5[ such
that f(x1) = f(x2).
c. For every f ∈ X, there exists x ∈]− 5, 5[ such that f(x) = x.

3.10 Let A ∈Mn(C) and let

ρ(A) = max{|λ| : λ is an eigenvalue of A}

denote its spectral radius. Which of the following subsets of Mn(C) are com-
pact?
a. S = {A ∈Mn(C) : ρ(A) ≤ 1}
b. S = {A ∈Mn(C) : A = A∗ and ρ(A) ≤ 1}
c. S = {A ∈Mn(C) : AA∗ = A∗A = I}
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Section 4: Calculus and Differential Equations

4.1 Find the outward unit normal to the curve Γ, given by the equation
x2 + 4y2 = 4, at a point P = (x, y) lying on it.

4.2 Write down the equation of the tangent to the curve Γ given in the pre-
ceding problem at the point P = (

√
3, 1

2
) lying on it.

4.3 If n = (n1(x, y), n2(x, y)) is the outward unit normal at the point P =
(x, y) lying on the curve Γ given in Problem 4.1, evaluate∫

Γ

(n1(x, y)x+ n2(x, y)y) ds.

4.4 Let ϕ : R → R be a continuous function. Let f(x, y, z) = ϕ(r), where
r =

√
x2 + y2 + z2. Let B be the ball in R3 with centre at the origin and of

radius a > 0. Express the integral∫
B

f(x, y, z) dxdydz

as an integral with respect to r.

4.5 Find the maximum area that a rectangle can have if its sides are parallel
to the coordinate axes and if it is inscribed in the ellipse

x2

a2
+
y2

b2
= 1.

4.6 Express the following iterated integral with the order of integration re-
versed: ∫ 2

−1

∫ 2−x2

−x
f(x, y) dydx.

4.7 Find all the possible solutions (λ, u), where λ ∈ R and u 6≡ 0, to the
boundary value problem:

u′′(x) + λu(x) = 0, x ∈]0, 1[,
u(0) = u(1) and u′(0) = u′(1).

4.8 Using the change of the dependent variable z = y−2, solve the differential
equation:

xy′ + y = x4y3.

4.9 Find the general solution of the linear system:

x′(t) = 4x(t)− y(t),
y′(t) = 2x(t) + y(t).

4.10 Find the extremal functions y(x) of the integral:∫ 1

0

(y2 − (y′)2) dx.
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 Given that the equation ax2 + 2hxy + by2 = 1 represents an ellipse in
the plane, what is its area?

5.2 Find the area of the circle formed by the intersection of the sphere

x2 + y2 + z2 − 2x− 4y − 6z − 2 = 0

with the plane x+ 2y + 2z − 20 = 0.

5.3 For a positive integer N , let φ(N) denote the number of positive integers
(including unity) which are less than N and coprime to it. Which of the
following statements are true?
a. If N 6= M , then φ(NM) = φ(N)φ(M).
b. If N > 2, then φ(N) is always even.

c. If p is a prime and if N = pk, k ∈ N, then φ(N) = N
(

1− 1
p

)
.

5.4 Let N be a fixed positive integer and let S be the set of all positive
integers (including unity) which are less than N and coprime to it. What is
the sum of all the elements of S?

5.5 Which of the following statements are true?
a. For every r ∈ N, there exist r consecutive composite numbers in N.
b. For every r ∈ N, the product of r consecutive numbers in N is always
divisible by r!.

c. If p is a prime and if r ∈ N is such that 0 < r < p, then p divides

(
p
r

)
.

5.6 Let n ∈ N. Which of the following statements are true?
a. For every n > 1, (

1

2

3

4
· · · 2n− 1

2n

) 1
n

>
1

2
.

b. For every n ≥ 1,
1

2

3

4
· · · 2n− 1

2n
<

1√
2n+ 1

.

c. For every n > 1,
1.3.5 · · · (2n− 1) < nn.

5.7 Let u : RN → R be a given function. For a ∈ R, define a+ = max{a, 0}.
For a fixed t ∈ R, set

v(x) = (u(x)− t)+ + t, x ∈ RN .

Which of the following statements are true?
a. {x ∈ RN : v(x) = t} = {x ∈ RN : u(x) = t}.
b. {x ∈ RN : v(x) > t} = {x ∈ RN : u(x) > t}.
c. {x ∈ RN : v(x) > τ} = {x ∈ RN : u(x) > τ} for all τ ≥ t.

5.8 Find the number of divisors of N = 2520 (excluding unity and N).
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5.9 In how many ways can we rearrange the letters in the word

INDIV ISIBILITY

such that no two ‘I’s are adjacent to each other?
(Note: You are allowed to express the answer in terms of binomial coeffi-
cients, factorials etc., in which case you need not explicitly calculate this
number.)

5.10 BCCI has shortlisted n cricketers for a forthcoming tour. It has to
select a team of r players and name the captain of the team. This can be
done in two ways:
(Australian method) First choose the team and then select the captain from
amongst the team members.
(British method) First choose the captain and then select the remaining
members of the team.
Write down the combinatorial identity which expresses the fact that both
methods yield the same number of outcomes.

10
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KEY

Section 1: Algebra

1.1 3− i, 3, 3 + i
1.2 a,b
1.3 H = {±1,±i}; G/H ∼= G
1.4 6
1.5 c
1.6 Any two linearly independent vectors satisfying
the conditions: x− z + t = 0; 2x+ 3y − z + 2t = 0
1.7 a. 3; b. 1 or 2
1.8 λ = 0 with multiplicity n − 1 and λ = n with
multiplicity 1
1.9 T ∗(A) =M∗A
1.10 [

1+
√
3

2
1−
√
3

2
1−
√
3

2
1+
√
3

2

]
Section 2: Analysis

2.1 3
2.2 a,c
2.3 a,b
2.4 a,b,c
2.5 a,b,c
2.6 a
2.7 a,b,c
2.8 6πiz0
2.9 a. 2πi; b.π
2.10 a,b,c

Section 3: Topology

3.1 a
3.2 a,b,c
3.3 a,b,c
3.4 b
3.5 a. open; b. closed
3.6 a,b
3.7 b,c
3.8 b
3.9 a,b,c
3.10 b,c

Section 4: Calculus & Differential Equations

4.1

(
x√

x2+16y2
, 4y√

x2+16y2

)
4.2

√
3x+ 2y − 4 = 0

4.3 4π.
4.4 4π

∫ a
0
r2ϕ(r) dr

4.5 2ab
4.6∫ 1

−2

∫ √2−y

−y
f(x, y) dxdy +

∫ 2

1

∫ √2−y

−
√
2−y

f(x, y) dxdy

4.7 λ = 0 and u = constant;λ = 4n2π2 and un =
A cos 2nπx+B sin 2nπx, for n ∈ N
4.8 1

y2 = cx2 − x4
4.9

x(t) = Ae3t +Be2t

y(t) = Ae3t + 2Be2t

4.10 y = A cosx + B sinx, or, equivalently,
y = c sin(x− d).

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 π√
ab−h2

5.2 7π
5.3 b,c
5.4 1

2Nφ(N)
5.5 a,b,c
5.6 a,b,c
5.7 b,c
5.8 46

5.9 8!

(
9
6

)
= 8!

(
9
3

)
= 3, 386, 880

5.10

r

(
n
r

)
= n

(
n− 1
r − 1

)
Note: Accept any correct equivalent form of the an-
swers.
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NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS

Research Scholarships Screening Test

Saturday, January 25, 2014

Time Allowed: 150 Minutes

Maximum Marks: 40

Please read, carefully, the instructions that follow.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 12 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Alge-
bra, Analysis, Topology, Calculus & Differential Equations and Miscel-
laneous. Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of the
paper will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries
one point and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer
booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or one or more
than one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements
qualify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a),
(b), and (c)).

• Points will be awarded for questions involving more than one answer
only if all the correct answers are given. There will be no partial
credit.

• Calculators are not allowed.
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Notation

• N denotes the set of natural numbers {1, 2, 3, · · ·}, Z - the integers, Q
- the rationals, R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers.

• Rn (respectively, Cn) denotes the n-dimensional Euclidean space over
R (respectively, over C), and is assumed to be endowed with its ‘usual’
topology. Mn(R) (respectively, Mn(C)) will denote the set of all n× n
matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) and is identified with
Rn2

(respectively, Cn2
) when considered as a topological space.

• The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval {x ∈ R | a < x < b}
while [a, b] will stand for the corresponding closed interval; [a, b[ and
]a, b] will stand for the corresponding left-closed-right-open and left-
open-right-closed intervals respectively.

• The space of continuous real-valued functions on an interval [a, b] is
denoted by C[a, b] and is endowed with its usual ‘sup-norm’ metric.
The space of continuously differentiable real-valued functions on [a, b]
is denoted by C1[a, b].

• The derivative of a function f is denoted by f ′ and the second derivative
by f ′′.

• The transpose (respectively, adjoint) of a vector x ∈ Rn (respectively,
Cn) will be denoted by xT (respectively, x∗). The transpose (respec-
tively, adjoint) of a matrix A ∈ Mn(R) (respectively, Mn(C)) will be
denoted by AT (respectively, A∗).

• The symbol I will denote the identity matrix of appropriate order.

• The determinant of a square matrix A will be denoted by det(A) and
its trace by tr(A).

• The null space of a linear functional ϕ (respectively, a linear operator
A) on a vector space will be denoted by ker(ϕ) (respectively, ker(A)).
The range of the linear map A will be denoted by R(A).

• GLn(R) (respectively, GLn(C)) will denote the group of invertible n×n
matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) with the group operation
being matrix multiplication.

• The symbol Sn will denote the group of all permutations of n symbols
{1, 2, · · · , n}, the group operation being composition.

• Unless specified otherwise, all logarithms are to the base e.
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 Let G be a finite group of order n ≥ 2. Which of the following statements
are true?
a. There always exists an injective homomorphism from G into Sn.
b. There always exists an injective homomorphism from G into Sm for some
m < n.
c. There always exists an injective homomorphism from G into GLn(R).

1.2 Let C∗ denote the multiplicative group of non-zero complex numbers and
let P denote the subgroup of positive (real) numbers. Identify the quotient
group C∗/P .

1.3 Given a finite group and a prime p which divides its order, let N(p)
denote the number of p-Sylow subgroups of G. If G is a group of order 21,
what are the possible values for N(3) and N(7)?

1.4 Let V be the real vector space of all polynomials, in a single variable
and with real coefficients, of degree at most 3. Let V ∗ be its dual space.
Let t1 = 1, t2 = 2, t3 = 3, t4 = 4. Which of the following sets of functionals
{fi, 1 ≤ i ≤ 4} form a basis for V ∗?
a. For 1 ≤ i ≤ 4, and for all p ∈ V , fi(p) = p(ti).
b. For all p ∈ V , fi(p) = p(ti) for i = 1, 2, f3(p) = p′(t1) and f4(p) = p′(t2).

c. For all p ∈ V , fi(p) = p(ti) for 1 ≤ i ≤ 3 and f4(p) =
∫ 2

1
p′(t) dt.

1.5 Let V be a finite dimensional real vector space and let f and g be non-
zero linear functionals on V . Assume that ker(f) ⊂ ker(g). Which of the
following statements are true?
a. ker(f) = ker(g).
b. f = λg for some real number λ 6= 0.
c. The linear map A : V → R2 defined by

Ax = (f(x), g(x)),

for all x ∈ V , is onto.

1.6 Let V be a finite dimensional real vector space and let A : V → V be a
linear map such that A2 = A. Assume that A 6= 0 and that A 6= I. Which
of the following statements are true?
a. ker(A) 6= {0}.
b. V = ker(A)⊕R(A).
c. The map I + A is invertible.

1.7 Let A ∈ M2(R) be a matrix which is not a diagonal matrix. Which of
the following statements are true?
a. If tr(A) = −1 and det(A) = 1, then A3 = I.
b. If A3 = I, then tr(A) = −1 and det(A) = 1.
c. If A3 = I, then A is diagonalizable over R.
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1.8 Let x ∈ Rn be a non-zero (column) vector. Define A = xxT ∈Mn(R).
a. What is the rank of A?
b. What is the necessary and sufficient condition for I− 2A to be an orthog-
onal matrix?

1.9 Let A ∈ GLn(R) have integer entries. Let b ∈ Rn be a (column) vector,
also with integer entries. Which of the following statements are true?
a. If Ax = b, then the entries of x are also integers.
b. If Ax = b, then the entries of x are rational.
c. The matrix A−1 has integer entries if, and only if, det(A) = ±1.

1.10 In each of the following cases, describe the smallest subset of C which
contains all the eigenvalues of every member of the set S.
a. S = {A ∈Mn(C) | A = BB∗ for some B ∈Mn(C)}.
b. S = {A ∈Mn(C) | A = B +B∗ for some B ∈Mn(C)}.
c. S = {A ∈Mn(C) | A+ A∗ = 0}.
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Find the largest interval for which the following series is convergent at
all points x in it.

∞∑
n=1

2n(3x− 1)n

n
.

2.2 Let m and k be fixed positive integers. Evaluate:

lim
n→∞

(
(n+ 1)m + (n+ 2)m + · · ·+ (n+ k)m

nm−1
− kn

)
.

2.3 Which of the following statements are true?
a. If f is twice continuously differentiable in ]a, b[ and if for all x ∈]a, b[,

f ′′(x) + 2f ′(x) + 3f(x) = 0,

then f is infinitely differentiable in ]a, b[.
b. Let f ∈ C[a, b] be differentiable in ]a, b[. If f(a) = f(b) = 0, then, for any
real number α, there exists x ∈]a, b[ such that

f ′(x) + αf(x) = 0.

c. The function defined below is not differentiable at x = 0.

f(x) =

{
x2| cos π

x
|, x 6= 0,

0 x = 0.

2.4 Let f : R → R be continuous. Which of the following statements are
true?
a. If f is bounded, then f is uniformly continuous.
b. If f is differentiable and if f ′ is bounded, then f is uniformly continuous.
c. If lim|x|→∞ f(x) = 0, then f is uniformly continuous.

2.5 In which of the following cases, is the function f of bounded variation
on [0, 1]?
a. The function f : [0, 1]→ R such that, for all x, y ∈ [0, 1],

|f(x)− f(y)| ≤ 3|x− y|.

b. The function f is monotonically decreasing on [0, 1].
c. If for some non-negative Riemann integrable function g on [0, 1],

f(x) =

∫ x

0

g(t) dt for all x ∈ [0, 1].

2.6 Let gn(x) = n[f(x + 1
n
) − f(x)], where f : R → R is a continuous

function. Which of the following statements are true?
a. If f(x) = x3, then gn → f ′ uniformly on R as n→∞.
b. If f(x) = x2, then gn → f ′ uniformly on R as n→∞.
c. If f is differentiable and if f ′ is uniformly continuous on R, then gn → f ′

uniformly on R as n→∞.
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2.7 Which of the following statements are true?
a. The series

∞∑
n=1

x2

1 + n2x2

does not converge uniformly on R.
b. The series in (a) above converges uniformly on R.
c. The sum of the series

∞∑
n=1

sinnx2

1 + n3

defines a continuously differentiable function on R.

2.8 Find the sum of the series:

∞∑
n=1

(−1)n+1

n(n+ 1)
.

2.9 Let {fn} be a sequence of bounded real valued functions on [0, 1] con-
verging to f at all points of this interval. Which of the following statements
are true?
a. If fn and f are all continuous, then

lim
n→∞

∫ 1

0

fn(t) dt =

∫ 1

0

f(t) dt.

b. If fn → f uniformly, as n→∞, on [0, 1], then

lim
n→∞

∫ 1

0

fn(t) dt =

∫ 1

0

f(t) dt.

c. If
∫ 1

0
|fn(t)− f(t)| dt→ 0 as n→∞, then

lim
n→∞

∫ 1

0

fn(t) dt =

∫ 1

0

f(t) dt.

2.10 Let f : [0, π]→ R be a continuous function such that f(0) = 0. Which
of the following statements are true?
a. If ∫ π

0

f(t) cosnt dt = 0

for all n ∈ {0} ∪ N, then f ≡ 0.
b. If ∫ π

0

f(t) sinnt dt = 0

for all n ∈ N, then f ≡ 0.
c. If ∫ π

0

tnf(t) dt = 0

for all n ∈ {0} ∪ N, then f ≡ 0.
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 Let A and B be subsets of Rn. Define

A+B = {a+ b | a ∈ A, b ∈ B}.

Consider the sets

W = {(x, y) ∈ R2 | x > 0, y > 0},
X = {(x, y) ∈ R2 | x ∈ R, y = 0},
Y = {(x, y) ∈ R2 | xy = 1},
Z = {(x, y) ∈ R2 | |x| ≤ 1, |y| ≤ 1}.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. The set W +X is open.
b. The set X + Y is closed.
c. The set Y + Z is closed.

3.2 Let X be a topological space and let A be a subset of X. Which of the
following statements are true?
a. If A is dense in X, then A◦ (the interior of A), is also dense in X.
b. If A is dense in X, then X\A is nowhere dense.
c. If A is nowhere dense, then X\A is dense.

3.3 Consider the space X = C[0, 1] with its usual ‘sup-norm’ topology. Let

S =

{
f ∈ X |

∫ 1

0

f(t) dt 6= 0

}
.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. The set S is open.
b. The set S is dense in X.
c. The set S is connected.

3.4 Consider the space X = C[0, 1] with its usual ‘sup-norm’ topology. Let

S =

{
f ∈ X |

∫ 1

0

f(t) dt = 0

}
.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. The set S is closed.
b. The set S is connected.
c. The set S is compact.

3.5 Let (X, d) be a metric space. Which of the following statements are true?
a. A sequence {xn} converges to x in X if, and only if, the sequence {yn} is
a Cauchy sequence in X, where, for k ≥ 1, y2k−1 = xk and y2k = x.
b. If f : X → X maps Cauchy sequences into Cauchy sequences, then f is
continuous.
c. If f : X → X is continuous, then it maps Cauchy sequences into Cauchy
sequences.
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3.6 Which of the following spaces are separable?
a. The space C[a, b] with its usual ‘sup-norm’ topology.
b. The space C[0, 1] with the metric defined by

d(f, g) =

∫ 1

0

|f(t)− g(t)| dt.

c. The space `∞ consisting of all bounded real sequences with the metric

d({xn}, {yn}) = sup
n∈N
|xn − yn|.

3.7 Consider the space M2(R) with its usual topology. Which of the follow-
ing sets are dense?
a. The set of all invertible matrices.
b. The set of all matrices with both eigenvalues real.
c. The set of all matrices A such that tr(A) = 0.

3.8 Which of the following statements are true?
a. If f : R→ R is injective and continuous, then it is strictly monotonic.
b. If f ∈ C[0, 2] is such that f(0) = f(2), then there exist x1 and x2 in [0, 2]
such that x1 − x2 = 1 and f(x1) = f(x2).
c. Let f and g be continuous real valued functions on R such that for
all x ∈ R, we have f(g(x)) = g(f(x)). If there exists x0 ∈ R such that
f(f(x0)) = g(g(x0)), then there exists x1 ∈ R such that f(x1) = g(x1).

3.9 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let V = Cc(R), the space of continuous functions on R with compact
support (i.e. each function vanishes outside a compact set) endowed with
the metric

d(f, g) =

(∫ ∞
−∞
|f(t)− g(t)|2 dt

) 1
2

.

Let f : R→ R be a continuous function which vanishes outside the interval
[0, 1]. Define fn(x) = f(x − n) for n ∈ N. Then {fn} has a convergent
subsequence in V .
b. Let ϕ, ψ be continuous functions on [0, 1]. Let {fn} be a sequence in C[0, 1]
with its usual ‘sup-norm’ topology such that, for all n ∈ N, the functions fn
are continuously differentiable and for all x ∈ [0, 1], and for all n ∈ N we
have |fn(x)| ≤ ϕ(x) and |f ′n(x)| ≤ ψ(x). Then there exists a subsequence of
{fn} which converges in C[0, 1].
c. Let {An} be a sequence of orthogonal matrices in M2(R). Then it has a
convergent subsequence.

3.10 Which of the following pairs of sets are homeomorphic?
a. The sets Q and Z with their usual topologies inherited from R.
b. The sets ]0, 1[ and ]0,∞[ with their usual topologies inherited from R.
c. The sets S1 = {z ∈ C | z = eiθ, 0 ≤ θ < 2π} and A = {z ∈ C | z =
reiθ, 1 ≤ r ≤ 2, 0 ≤ θ < 2π} with their usual topologies inherited from
C ∼= R2.
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Section 4: Calculus and Differential Equations

4.1 Let

S = {x = (x1, x2, · · · , xn) ∈ Rn | 0 ≤ x1 ≤ x2 ≤ · · · ≤ xn ≤ 1}.

Find the volume of the set S.

4.2 Let F :]0,∞[→ R be defined by:

F (x) =

∫ x

−x

1− e−xy

y
dy.

Compute F ′(x).

4.3 Let f(x, y) = x2 + 5y2 − 6x + 10y + 6. Where are the maxima/minima
of f (if any) located?

4.4 Evaluate: ∫ ∞
−∞

∫ ∞
−∞

e−(2x
2+2xy+2y2) dxdy.

4.5 Write down the Taylor series expansion about the origin, up to the term
involving x7, for the function

f(x) =
1

2
[x
√

1− x2 + sin−1 x].

4.6 Solve:
−d2u
dr2
− 1

r
du
dr

= 1, in 0 < r < 1,
u′(0) = 0 = u(1).

4.7 Which of the following two-point boundary value problems admit a
unique solution?
a. −u′′(x) = 2x in 0 < x < 1 and u(0) = u(1) = 0.
b. −u′′(x) = 2x in 0 < x < 1 and u(0) = u′(1) = 0.
c. −u′′(x) = 2x in 0 < x < 1 and u′(0) = u′(1) = 0.

4.8 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let ψ be a non-negative and continuously differentiable function on ]0,∞[
such that ψ′(x) ≤ ψ(x) for all x ∈]0,∞[. Then

lim
x→∞

ψ(x) = 0.

b. Let ψ be a non-negative function continuous on [0,∞[ and differentiable
on ]0,∞[ such that ψ(0) = 0 and such that ψ′(x) ≤ ψ(x) for all x ∈]0,∞[.
Then ψ ≡ 0.
c. Let ϕ be a non-negative and continuous function on [0,∞[ and such that

ϕ(x) ≤
∫ x

0

ϕ(t) dt

for all x ∈ [0,∞[. Then ϕ ≡ 0.
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4.9 Write down the expression for the Laplace transform F (s) of the function
f(x) = xn, where n ∈ N.

4.10 Amongst all smooth curves y(x) passing through the points (x1, 0) and
(x2, 0) in the plane, we wish to find that whose surface of revolution about
the x-axis has the least surface area. Write down the functional that must
be minimised to find this curve.

10
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 Let A = (aij) ∈Mn(R) be defined by

aij =

{
i, if i+ j = n+ 1,
0, otherwise.

Compute det(A).

5.2 Let n ∈ N be fixed. For 0 ≤ k ≤ n, let Ck denote the usual binomial

coefficient

[
n
k

]
of choosing k objects from a set of n objects. Evaluate:

C2
0 + C2

1 + · · ·+ C2
n.

5.3 Which of the following numbers are prime?
a. 179.
b. 197.
c. 199.

5.4 Given f : R→ R, define f 2(x) = f(f(x)). Which of the following state-
ments are true?
a. If f is strictly monotonic, then f 2 is strictly increasing.
b. If f 2(x) = −x for all x ∈ R, then f is injective.
c. There does not exist a continuous function f : R → R such that f 2(x) =
−x for all x ∈ R.

5.5 Let a be a fixed positive real number. Evaluate:

max
xi ≥ 0, 1 ≤ i ≤ n∑n

i=1 xi = a

x1x2 · · ·xn.

5.6 A real number is said to be algebraic if it is the root of a non-zero poly-
nomial of degree at least one with integer coefficients. Otherwise the number
is said to be transcendental. Which of the following statements are true?
a. Algebraic numbers are dense in R.
b. Transcendental numbers are dense in R.
c. The number cos( π

13
) is algebraic.

5.7 Let f :]a, b[→ R be a given function. Which of the following statements
are true?
a. If f is convex in ]a, b[, then the set

Γ = {(x, y) ∈ R2 | x ∈]a, b[, y ≥ f(x)}

is a convex set.
b. If f is convex in ]a, b[, then the set

Γ = {(x, y) ∈ R2 | x ∈]a, b[, y ≤ f(x)}

is a convex set.
c. If f is convex in ]a, b[, then |f | is also convex in ]a, b[.
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5.8 Two fair dice are rolled. What is the probability that the sum of the
numbers on the top faces is 8?

5.9 Let {fn}∞n=1 and f be real valued functions defined on R. For ε > 0 and
for m ∈ N, define

Em(ε) = {x ∈ R | |fm(x)− f(x)| ≥ ε}.

Let

S = {x ∈ R | the sequence {fn(x)} does not converge to f(x)}.

Express S in terms of the sets {Em(ε)}m∈N,ε>0 (using the set theoretic oper-
ations of unions and intersections).

5.10 Consider the Fibonacci sequence {an}∞n=0 defined by

a0 = a1 = 1 and an = an−1 + an−2, n ≥ 2.

Let F (z) =
∑∞

n=0 anz
n be the generating function. Express F in closed form

as a function of z.
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KEY

Section 1: Algebra

1.1 a,c
1.2 S1, the multiplicative group of complex num-
bers with modulus one
1.3 N(3) = 1 or 7; N(7) = 1
1.4 a,b
1.5 a,b
1.6 a,b,c
1.7 a,b
1.8
a. rank of A = 1
b. xTx = 1
1.9 b,c
1.10
a. {λ ∈ C | λ real, ≥ 0}
b. {λ ∈ C | λ real}
c. {λ ∈ C | Re(λ) = 0}

Section 2: Analysis

2.1 1
6 ≤ x <

1
2

2.2 k(k+1)
2 m

2.3 a,b
2.4 b,c
2.5 a,b,c
2.6 b,c
2.7 b,c
2.8 2 log 2− 1
2.9 b,c
2.10 a,b,c

Section 3: Topology

3.1 a,c
3.2 c
3.3 a,b
3.4 a,b
3.5 a,b
3.6 a,b
3.7 a
3.8 a,b,c
3.9 b,c
3.10 b

Section 4: Calculus & Differential Equations

4.1 1
n!

4.2
2

x

(
ex

2

− e−x
2
)

4.3 Minimum at (3,−1).
4.4 π√

3
4.5

x− 1

2

x3

3
− 1.1

2.4

x5

5
− 1.1.3

2.4.6

x7

7
− · · ·

4.6 1−r2
4

4.7 a,b
4.8 b,c
4.9 n!

sn+1

4.10 ∫ x2

x1

2πy(x)
√
1 + (y′(x))2 dx

(The constant 2π can be omitted.)

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1

det(A) =

{
(−1)n

2 n!, for n even

(−1)n−1
2 n!, for n odd.

5.2 [
2n
n

]
5.3 a,b,c
5.4 a,b,c
5.5

(
a
n

)n
5.6 a,b,c
5.7 a
5.8 5

36
5.9

S = ∪ε>0 ∩∞n=1 ∪∞m=nEm(ε)

5.10
1

1− z − z2

Note: Accept any correct equivalent form of the an-
swers.
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NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS

Research Scholarships Screening Test

Saturday, January 19, 2013

Time Allowed: 150 Minutes

Maximum Marks: 40

Please read, carefully, the instructions that follow.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 11 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Al-
gebra, Analysis, Topology, Applied Mathematics and Miscellaneous.
Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of the paper
will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries one point
and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer
booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or one or more
than one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements
qualify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a),
(b), and (c)).

• Points will be awarded for questions involving more than one answer
only if all the correct answers are given. There will be no partial
credit.

• Calculators are not allowed.
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Notation

• N denotes the set of natural numbers, Z - the integers, Q - the rationals,
R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers.

• Rn (respectively, Cn) denotes the n-dimensional Euclidean space over
R (respectively, over C), and is assumed to be endowed with its ‘usual’
topology. Mn(R) (respectively, Mn(C)) will denote the set of all n× n
matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) and is identified with
Rn2

(respectively, Cn2
) when considered as a topological space.

• The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval {x ∈ R | a < x < b}
while [a, b] will stand for the corresponding closed interval; [a, b[ and
]a, b] will stand for the corresponding left-closed-right-open and left-
open-right-closed intervals respectively.

• The space of continuous real-valued functions on an interval [a, b] is
denoted by C[a, b] and is endowed with its usual ‘sup-norm’ metric.
The space of continuously differentiable real-valued functions on [a, b]
is denoted by C1[a, b].

• The derivative of a function f is denoted by f ′ and the second derivative
by f ′′.

• The transpose of a vector x ∈ Rn (respectively, an n×n matrix A) will
be denoted by xT (respectively, AT ).

• The symbol I will denote the identity matrix of appropriate order.

• The determinant of a square matrix A will be denoted by det(A) and
its trace by tr(A).

• GLn(R) (respectively, GLn(C)) will denote the group of invertible n×n
matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) with the group operation
being matrix multiplication.

• Unless specified otherwise, all logarithms are to the base e.
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 Find the number of elements of order two in the symmetric group S4 of
all permutations of the four symbols {1, 2, 3, 4}.

1.2 Let G be the group of all invertible 2 × 2 upper triangular matrices
(under matrix multiplication). Pick out the normal subgroups of G from the
following:
a. H = {A ∈ G : a12 = 0};
b. H = {A ∈ G : a11 = 1};
c. H = {A ∈ G : a11 = a22},
where

A =

[
a11 a12
0 a22

]
.

1.3 Let G = GLn(R) and let H be the (normal) subgroup of all matrices
with positive determinant. Identify the quotient group G/H.

1.4 Which of the following rings are integral domains?
a. R[x], the ring of all polynomials in one variable with real coefficients.
b. Mn(R).
c. The ring of complex analytic functions defined on the unit disc of the
complex plane (with pointwise addition and multiplication as the ring oper-
ations).

1.5 Find the condition on the real numbers a, b and c such that the following
system of equations has a solution:

2x + y + 3z = a
x + z = b

y + z = c.

1.6 Let Pn denote the the vector space of all polynomials in one variable
with real coefficients and of degree less than, or equal to, n, equipped with
the standard basis {1, x, x2, · · · , xn}. Define T : P2 → P3 by

T (p)(x) =

∫ x

0

p(t) dt+ p′(x) + p(2).

Write down the matrix of this transformation with respect to the standard
bases of P2 and P3.

1.7 Determine the dimension of the kernel of the linear transformation T
defined in Question 1.6 above.

1.8 A symmetric matrix in Mn(R) is said to be non-negative definite if
xTAx ≥ 0 for all (column) vectors x ∈ Rn. Which of the following statements
are true?
a. If a real symmetric n × n matrix is non-negative definite, then all of its
eigenvalues are non-negative.
b. If a real symmetric n×n matrix has all its eigenvalues non-negative, then
it is non-negative definite.
c. If A ∈Mn(R), then AAT is non-negative definite.
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1.9 Only one of the following matrices is non-negative definite. Find it.
a. [

5 −3
−3 5

]
.

b. [
1 −3
−3 5

]
.

c. [
1 3
3 5

]
.

1.10 Let B be the real symmetric non-negative definite 2 × 2 matrix such
that B2 = A where A is the non-negative definite matrix in Question 1.9
above. Write down the characteristic polynomial of B.

4
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Evaluate:

lim
n→∞

sin

((
2nπ +

1

2nπ

)
sin

(
2nπ +

1

2nπ

))
.

2.2 Evaluate:

lim
n→∞

1

n
[(n+ 1)(n+ 2) · · · (n+ n)]

1
n .

2.3 Which of the following series are convergent?
a.

∞∑
n=1

1
2

+ (−1)n

n
.

b.
∞∑
n=1

(−1)n(
√
n+ 1−

√
n).

c.
∞∑
n=1

sin(n
3
2 )

n
3
2

.

2.4 Which of the following functions are uniformly continuous?
a. f(x) = x sin 1

x
on ]0, 1[.

b. f(x) = sin2 x on ]0,∞[.
c. f(x) = sin(x sinx) on ]0,∞[.

2.5 Find the points where the following function is differentiable:

f(x) =

{
tan−1 x, if |x| ≤ 1,
πx
4|x| + |x|−1

2
, if |x| > 1.

2.6 Which of the following sequences/series of functions are uniformly con-
vergent on [0, 1]?
a. fn(x) = (cos(πn!x))2n.
b.

∞∑
m=1

cos(m6x)

m3
.

c. fn(x) = n2x(1− x2)n.

2.7 Let f ∈ C1[0, 1]. For a partition

(P) : 0 = x0 < x1 < x2 < · · · < xn = 1,

define

S(P) =
n∑
i=1

|f(xi)− f(xi−1)|.

Compute the supremum of S(P) taken over all possible partitions P .

2.8 Write down the Taylor series expansion about the origin in the region
{|x| < 1} for the function

f(x) = x tan−1(x)− 1

2
log(1 + x2).
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2.9 Write down all possible values of i−2i.

2.10 What is the image of the set {z ∈ C : z = x+ iy, x ≥ 0, y ≥ 0} under
the mapping z 7→ z2.
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 Let (X, d) be a metric space. For subsets A and B of X, define

d(A,B) = inf{d(a, b) : a ∈ A, b ∈ B}.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. If A ∩B = ∅, then d(A,B) > 0.
b. If d(A,B) > 0, then there exist open sets U and V such that A ⊂ U,B ⊂
V, U ∩ V = ∅.
c. d(A,B) = 0 if, and only if, there exists a sequence of points {xn} in A
converging to a point in B.

3.2 Let X be a set and let (Y, τ) be a topological space. Let g : X → Y be
a given map. Define

τ ′ = {U ⊂ X : U = g−1(V ) for some V ∈ τ}.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. τ ′ defines a topology on X.
b. τ ′ defines a topology on X only if g is onto.
c. Let g be onto. Define the equivalence relation x ∼ y if, and only if,
g(x) = g(y). Then the quotient space of X with respect to this relation,
with the topology inherited from τ ′, is homeomorphic to (Y, τ).

3.3 Find pairs of homeomorphic sets from the following:
A = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : xy = 0};
B = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x+ y ≥ 0, xy = 0};
C = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : xy = 1};
D = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x+ y ≥ 0, xy = 1}.

3.4 Let (X, τ) be a topological space. A map f : X → R is said to be lower
semi-continuous if for every α ∈ R, the set f−1(]−∞, α]) is closed in X. It
is said to be upper semi-continuous if, for every α ∈ R, the set f−1([α,∞[)
is closed in X. Which of the following statements are true?
a. If {fn} is a sequence of lower semi-continuous real valued functions on X,
then f = supn fn is also lower semi-continuous.
b. Every continuous real valued function on X is lower semi-continuous.
c. If a real valued function is both upper and lower semi-continuous, then it
is continuous.

3.5 Let
S = {A ∈Mn(R) : tr(A) = 0}.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. S is nowhere dense in Mn(R).
b. S is connected in Mn(R).
c. S is compact in Mn(R).
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3.6 Let S be the set of all symmetric non-negative definite matrices (see
Question 1.8) in Mn(R). Which of the following statements are true?
a. S is closed in Mn(R).
b. S is connected in Mn(R).
c. S is compact in Mn(R).

3.7 Which of the following sets are compact in Mn(R)?
a. The set of all upper triangular matrices all of whose eigenvalues satisfy
|λ| ≤ 2.
b. The set of all real symmetric matrices all of whose eigenvalues satisfy
|λ| ≤ 2.
c. The set of all diagonalizable matrices all of whose eigenvalues satisfy
|λ| ≤ 2.

3.8 Let X be the set of all real sequences. Consider the subset

S =

{
x = (xn) ∈ X :

xn ∈ Q for all n,
xn = 0, except for a finite number of n

}
.

Which of the following statements are true?
a. S is dense in `1, the space of absolutely summable sequences, provided
with the metric

d1(x, y) =
∞∑
n=1

|xn − yn|.

b. S is dense in `2, the space of square summable sequences, provided with
the metric

d2(x, y) =

(
∞∑
n=1

|xn − yn|2
) 1

2

.

c. S is dense in `∞, the space of bounded sequences, provided with the metric

d∞(x, y) = sup
n
{|xn − yn|}.

3.9 Which of the following statements are true?
a. There exists a continuous function f : {(x, y) ∈ R2 : 2x2 +3y2 = 1} → R
which is one-one.
b. There exists a continuous function f :]− 1, 1[ → ]− 1, 1] which is one-one
and onto.
c. There exists a continuous function f : {(x, y) ∈ R2 : y2 = 4x} → R
which is one-one.

3.10 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let f :]0,∞[→]0,∞[ be such that

|f(x)− f(y)| ≤ 1

2
|x− y|

for all x and y. Then f has a fixed point.
b. Let f : [−1, 1]→ [−1, 1] be continuous. Then f has a fixed point.
c. Let f : R→ R be continuous and periodic with period T > 0. Then there
exists a point x0 ∈ R such that

f(x0) = f

(
x0 +

T

2

)
.
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Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 Find all the solutions (λ, u), u 6≡ 0, of the problem:

u′′ + λu = 0, in ]0, 1[,
u(0) = 0 = u′(1).

4.2 Find the constant c such that the following problem has a solution:

−u′′ = c in ]a, b[,
u′(a) = −1 , u′(b) = 1.

4.3 Evaluate: ∫ ∞
−∞

∫ ∞
−∞

e−(3x
2+2
√
2xy+3y2) dxdy.

4.4 Find the stationary function y = y(x) of the integral∫ 4

0

[xy′ − (y′)2] dx

satisfying the conditions y(0) = 0 and y(4) = 3.

4.5 Let L(y) denote the Laplace transform of a function y = y(x). If y and
y′ are bounded, express L(y′′) in terms of L(y), y and y′.

4.6 Find the singular points of the differential equation

x3(x− 1)y′′ − 2(x− 1)y′ + 3xy = 0

and state whether they are regular singular points or irregular singular points.

4.7 Let (λ1, y1) and (λ2, y2) be two solutions of the problem

(p(x)y′(x))′ + λq(x)y(x) = 0 in ]a, b[,
y(a) = 0 = y(b)

where p and q are positive and continuous functions on ]a, b[. If λ1 6= λ2,
evaluate ∫ b

a

q(x)y1(x)y2(x) dx.

4.8 Solve:
xy′′ − y′ = 3x2.

4.9 Let f ∈ C[a, b]. Write down Simpson’s rule to approximate∫ b

a

f(x) dx

using the points x = a, x = (a+ b)/2 and x = b.

4.10 What is the highest value of n such that Simpson’s rule (see Question
4.9 above) gives the exact value of the integral of f on [a, b] when f is a
polynomial of degree less than, or equal to, n?
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 Let m > n. In how many ways can we seat m men and n women in a
row for a photograph if no two women are to be seated adjacent to each other?

5.2 Let n ∈ N be fixed. For r ≤ n, let Cr denote the usual binomial coefficient

(
n
r

) which gives the number of ways of choosing r objects from a given set

of n objects. Evaluate:

C0 + 4C1 + 7C2 + · · ·+ (3n+ 1)Cn.

5.3 Let
A = the set of all sequences of real numbers,
B = the set of all sequences of positive real numbers,
C = C[0, 1] and D = R.
Which of the following statements are true?
a. All the four sets have the same cardinality.
b. A and B have the same cardinality.
c. A,B and D have the same cardinality, which is different from that of C.

5.4 For a positive integer n, define

Λ(n) =

{
log p, if n = pr, p a prime and r ∈ N,
0, otherwise.

Given a positive integer N, evaluate:∑
d|N

Λ(d)

where the sum ranges over all divisors d of N .

5.5 Let a, b and c be real numbers. Evaluate:∣∣∣∣∣∣
b2c2 bc b+ c
c2a2 ca c+ a
a2b2 ab a+ b

∣∣∣∣∣∣ .
5.6 Write down the equation (with leading coefficient equal to unity) whose
roots are the squares of the roots of the equation

x3 − 6x2 + 10x− 3 = 0.

5.7 Let A = (0, 1) and B = (1, 1) in the plane R2. Determine the length of
the shortest path from A to B consisting of the line segments AP, PQ and
QB, where P varies on the x-axis between the points (0, 0) and (1, 0) and Q
varies on the line {y = 3} between the points (0, 3) and (1, 3).

5.8 Let x0 = a, x1 = b. If

xn+2 =
1

3
(xn + 2xn+1), n ≥ 0,

find limn→∞ xn.

10
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5.9 Which of the following statements are true?
a. If a, b and c are the sides of a triangle, then

ab+ bc+ ca

a2 + b2 + c2
≥ 1

2
.

b. If a, b and c are the sides of a triangle, then

ab+ bc+ ca

a2 + b2 + c2
≤ 1.

c. Both statements above are true for all triples (a, b, c) of strictly positive
real numbers.

5.10 Let f ∈ C[a, b]. Assume that minx∈[a,b] f(x) = m > 0 and let M =
maxx∈[a,b] f(x). Which of the following inequalities are true?
a.

1

M

∫ b

a

f(x) dx+m

∫ b

a

1

f(x)
dx ≥ 2

√
m

M
(b− a).

b. ∫ b

a

f(x) dx

∫ b

a

1

f(x)
dx ≥ (b− a)2.

c. ∫ b

a

f(x) dx

∫ b

a

1

f(x)
dx ≤ (b− a)2.
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KEY

Section 1: Algebra

1.1 9
1.2 b,c
1.3 The multiplicative group {−1, 1}
1.4 a,c
1.5 a− 2b− c = 0
1.6 

1 3 4
1 0 2
0 1

2 0
0 0 1

3


1.7 0
1.8 a,b,c
1.9 a
1.10 λ2 − 3

√
2λ+ 4

Section 2: Analysis

2.1 sin 1
2.2 4

e
2.3 b,c
2.4 a,b
2.5 R\{−1}
2.6 b
2.7 ∫ 1

0

|f ′(t)| dt

2.8
∞∑
n=1

(−1)n−1 x2n

(2n− 1)(2n)

2.9 e(4n+1)π, n ∈ Z
2.10 {z = x+ iy : y ≥ 0}

Section 3: Topology

3.1 b
3.2 a,c
3.3 B and D are homeomorphic
3.4 a,b,c
3.5 a,b
3.6 a,b
3.7 b
3.8 a,b
3.9 c
3.10 b,c

Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1
λ = (2n+ 1)2 π

2

4 ,
u = C sin(2n+ 1)π2 , n = 0, 1, 2, · · ·

4.2

c =
−2
b− a

4.3
π√
7

4.4

y(x) =
x2 − x

4

4.5 L(y′′)(s) = s2L(y)(s)− sy(0)− y′(0)
4.6 x = 0, irregular singular point, x = 1, regular
singular point
4.7 0
4.8 y(x) = x3 + C1x

2 + C2

4.9∫ b

a

f(x) dx ∼ (b− a)
6

[f(a) + 4f((a+ b)/2)) + f(b)]

4.10 3

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1
m!(m+ 1)!

(m− n+ 1)!

5.2 2n−1(3n+ 2)
5.3 a,b
5.4 logN
5.5 0
5.6 x3 − 16x2 + 64x− 9 = 0
5.7

√
37

5.8
a+ 3b

4

5.9 a,b
5.10 a,b
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NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS

Research Scholarships Screening Test

Saturday, January 28, 2012

Time Allowed: 150 Minutes

Maximum Marks: 40

Please read, carefully, the instructions that follow.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 12 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Al-
gebra, Analysis, Topology, Applied Mathematics and Miscellaneous.
Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of the paper
will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries one point
and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer
booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or one or more
than one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements
qualify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a),
(b), and (c)).

• Points will be awarded for questions involving more than one answer
only if all the correct answers are given. There will be no partial
credit.

• Calculators are not allowed.
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Notation

• N denotes the set of natural numbers, Z - the integers, Q - the rationals,
R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers.

• Rn (respectively, Cn) denotes the n-dimensional Euclidean space over
R (respectively, over C), and is assumed to be endowed with its ‘usual’
topology. Mn(R) (respectively, Mn(C)) will denote the set of all n× n
matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) and is identified with
Rn2

(respectively, Cn2
) when considered as a topological space.

• The symbol Zn will denote the ring of integers modulo n.

• The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval {x ∈ R | a < x < b}
while [a, b] will stand for the corresponding closed interval; [a, b[ and
]a, b] will stand for the corresponding left-closed-right-open and left-
open-right-closed intervals respectively.

• The space of continuous real-valued functions on an interval [a, b] is
denoted by C[a, b] and is endowed with its usual ‘sup-norm’ metric.
The space of continuously differentiable real-valued functions on [a, b]
is denoted by C1[a, b].The symbol C∞ will denote the corresponding
space of infinitely differentiable functions.

• The derivative of a function f is denoted by f ′ and the second derivative
by f ′′.

• The symbol I will denote the identity matrix of appropriate order.

• The determinant of a square matrix A will be denoted by det(A) and
its trace by tr(A).

• GLn(R) (respectively, GLn(C)) will denote the group of invertible n×n
matrices with entries from R (respectively, C) with the group operation
being matrix multiplication.
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 Which of the following are subgroups of GL3(C)?
a.

H = {A ∈M3(C) | det(A) = 2l, l ∈ Z}.

b.

H =


 1 α β

0 1 γ
0 0 1

 | α, β, γ ∈ C

 .

c.

H =


 1 0 α

0 1 0
0 0 1

 | α ∈ C

 .

1.2 Let S7 denote the symmetric group of all permutations of the symbols
{1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7}. Pick out the true statements:
a. S7 has an element of order 10;
b. S7 has an element of order 15;
c. the order of any element of S7 is at most 12.

1.3 Let C(R) denote the ring of all continuous real-valued functions on
R, with the operations of pointwise addition and pointwise multiplication.
Which of the following form an ideal in this ring?
a. The set of all C∞ functions with compact support.
b. The set of all continuous functions with compact support.
c. The set of all continuous functions which vanish at infinity, i.e. functions
f such that lim|x|→∞ f(x) = 0.

1.4 Find the number of non-zero elements in the field Zp, where p is an odd
prime number, which are squares, i.e. of the form m2,m ∈ Zp,m 6= 0.

1.5 Find the inverse in Z5 of the following matrix: 1 2 0
0 2 4
0 0 3

 .

1.6 Let P3 denote the (real) vector space of all polynomials (in one variable),
with real coefficients and of degree less than, or equal to, 3, equipped with
the standard basis {1, x, x2, x3}. Write down the matrix (with respect to this
basis) of the linear transformation

L(p) = p′′ − 2p′ + p, p ∈ P3.
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1.7 Find the unique polynomial p ∈ P3 (see Question 1.6 above) such that

p′′ − 2p′ + p = x3.

1.8 Let A = (aij) ∈ Mn(R), n ≥ 3. Let B = (bij) be the matrix of its co-
factors, i.e. bij is the cofactor of the entry aij in A. What is the rank of B
when
a. the rank of A is n?
b. the rank of A is less than, or equal to, n− 2?

1.9 Let A ∈M3(R) which is not a diagonal matrix. Pick out the cases when
A is diagonalizable over R:
a. when A2 = A;
b. when (A− 3I)2 = 0;
c. when A2 + I = 0.

1.10 Let A ∈M3(R) which is not a diagonal matrix. Let p be a polynomial
(in one variable), with real coefficients and of degree 3 such that p(A) = 0.
Pick out the true statements:
a. p = cpA where c ∈ R and pA is the characteristic polynomial of A;
b. if p has a complex root (i.e. a root with non-zero imaginary part), then
p = cpA, with c and pA as above;
c. if p has a complex root, then A is diagonalizable over C.
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Let {amn}, m, n ∈ N, be an arbitrary double sequence of real numbers.
Then

∞∑
m=1

∞∑
n=1

a3mn =
∞∑
n=1

∞∑
m=1

a3mn.

b. Let {amn}, m, n ∈ N, be an arbitrary double sequence of real numbers.
Then

∞∑
m=1

∞∑
n=1

a2mn =
∞∑
n=1

∞∑
m=1

a2mn.

c. Let {amn}, m, n ∈ N, be a double sequence of real numbers such that
|amn| ≤

√
m/n for all m,n ∈ N. Then

∞∑
m=1

∞∑
n=1

amn
m2n

=
∞∑
n=1

∞∑
m=1

amn
m2n

.

2.2 Let f ∈ C[−1, 1]. Evaluate:

lim
h→0

1

h

∫ h

−h
f(t) dt.

2.3 Let f ∈ C1[−1, 1]. Evaluate:

lim
n→∞

1

n

n∑
k=1

f ′
(
k

3n

)
.

2.4 Let f ∈ C[−π, π]. Evaluate:
a.

lim
n→∞

∫ π

−π
f(t) cosnt dt;

b.

lim
n→∞

∫ π

−π
f(t) cos2 nt dt;

2.5 In each of the following cases, examine whether the given sequence (or
series) of functions converges uniformly over the given domain:
a.

fn(x) =
nx

1 + nx
, x ∈]0,∞[;

b.
∞∑
n=1

n sinnx

en
, x ∈ [0, π];

c.

fn(x) =
xn

1 + xn
, x ∈ [0, 2].

2.6 Compute F ′(x) where

F (x) =

∫ x

−x

1− e−xy

y
dy, x > 0.
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2.7 Let a > 0 and let k ∈ N. Evaluate:

lim
n→∞

a−nkΠk
j=1

(
a+

j

n

)n
.

2.8 Write down the power series expansion of the function f(z) = 1/z2 about
the point z = 2.

2.9 Let C be the circle |z + 2| = 3 described in the anti-clockwise (i.e.
positive) sense in the complex plane. Evaluate:∫

C

dz

z3(z + 4)
.

2.10 Which of the following statements are true?
a. There exists an entire function f : C → C which takes only real values
and is such that f(0) = 0 and f(1) = 1.
b. There exists an entire function f : C→ C such that f(n + 1

n
) = 0 for all

n ∈ N.
c. There exists an entire function f : C→ C which is onto and which is such
that f(1/n) = 0 for all n ∈ N.

6
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 Let A and B be subsets of Rn. Define

A+B = {x+ y | x ∈ A, y ∈ B}.

Pick out the true statements:
a. if A and B are closed sets, then A+B is a closed set;
b. if A is an open set and if B is a closed set, then A+B is an open set;
c. if A and B are compact sets, then so is A+B.

3.2 Let X and Y be metric spaces and let f : X → Y be a mapping. Pick
out the true statements:
a. if f is uniformly continuous, then the image of every Cauchy sequence in
X is a Cauchy sequence in Y ;
b. if X is complete and if f is continuous, then the image of every Cauchy
sequence in X is a Cauchy sequence in Y ;
c. if Y is complete and if f is continuous, then the image of every Cauchy
sequence in X is a Cauchy sequence in Y ;

3.3 Which of the following statements are true?
a. If A is a dense subset of a topological space X, then X\A is nowhere
dense in X.
b. If A is a nowhere dense subset of a topological space X, then X\A is
dense in X.
c. The set R, identified with the x-axis in R2, is nowhere dense in R2.

3.4 Which of the following metric spaces are separable?
a. The space C[0, 1], with the usual ‘sup-norm’ metric.
b. The space `1 of all absolutely convergent real sequences, with the metric

d1({ai}, {bi}) =
∞∑
i=1

|ai − bi|.

c. The space `∞ of all bounded real sequences, with the metric

d∞({ai}, {bi}) = sup
1≤i<∞

|ai − bi|.

3.5 Which of the following sets are compact?
a. The closed unit ball centred at 0 and of radius 1 of `1 (see Question 3.4(b)
above).
b. The set of all unitary matrices in M2(C).
c. The set of all matrices in M2(C) with determinant equal to unity.

3.6 Which of the following sets are connected?
a. The set {(x, y) ∈ R2 | xy = 1} in R2.
b. The set of all symmetric matrices in Mn(R).
c. The set of all orthogonal matrices in Mn(R).
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3.7 Which of the following metric spaces are complete?
a. The space of all continuous real-valued functions on R with compact
support, with the usual ‘sup-norm’ metric.
b. The space C[0, 1] with the metric

d1(f, g) =

∫ 1

0

|f(t)− g(t)| dt.

c. The space C1[0, 1] with the metric

d(f, g) = max
t∈[0,1]

|f(t)− g(t)|.

3.8 Let Xj = C[0, 1] with the metric d1 (see Question 3.7(b) above) when
j = 1, the metric

d2(f, g) =

(∫ 1

0

|f(t)− g(t)|2 dt
) 1

2

when j = 2 and the usual ‘sup-norm’ metric when j = 3. Let id : C[0, 1] →
C[0, 1] be the identity map. Pick out the true statements:
a. id : X2 → X1 is continuous;
b. id : X1 → X3 is continuous;
c. id : X3 → X2 is continuous.

3.9 Which of the following statements are true?
a. Consider the subspace S1 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 | x2 + y2 = 1} of R2. Then,
there exists a continuous function f : S1 → R which is onto.
b. There exists a continuous function f : S1 → R which is one-one.
c. Let

X = {A = (aij) ∈M2(R) | tr(A) = 0 and |aij| ≤ 2 for all 1 ≤ i, j ≤ 2}.

Let Y = {det(A) | A ∈ X} ⊂ R. Then, there exist α < 0 and β > 0 such
that Y = [α, β].

3.10 Let S1 ⊂ R2 be as in Question 3.9(a) above. Let

D = {(x, y) ∈ R2 | x2 + y2 ≤ 1} and E = {(x, y) ∈ R2 | 2x2 + 3y2 ≤ 1}

be also considered as subspaces of R2. Which of the following statements are
true?
a. If f : D → S1 is a continuous mapping, then there exists x ∈ S1 such that
f(x) = x.
b. If f : S1 → S1 is a continuous mapping, then there exists x ∈ S1 such
that f(x) = x.
c. If f : E → E is a continuous mapping, then there exists x ∈ E such that
f(x) = x.
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Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 Find the family of orthogonal trajectories of the family of curves y = cx2.

4.2 Let f ∈ C[0, 1] be given. Consider the problem: find a curve u such that
u(0) = u(1) = 0 which minimizes the functional

J(v) =
1

2

∫ 1

0

(v′(x))2 dx−
∫ 1

0

f(x)v(x) dx

over all admissible curves v. Write down the boundary value problem (Euler-
Lagrange equation) satisfied by the solution u.

4.3 Let ω ∈ R be a constant. Solve:

dx(t)
dt

= x(t)− ωy(t), t > 0
dy(t)
dt

= ωx(t) + y(t), t > 0
x(0) = y(0) = 1.

4.4 Let b ∈ R be a constant. Solve:

∂u
∂t

(x, t) + b∂u
∂x

(x, t) = 0, x ∈ R, t > 0
u(x, 0) = x2.

4.5 Let v be a smooth harmonic function on Rn. If r2 =
∑n

i=1 |xi|2, where
x = (x1, · · · , xn) ∈ Rn, and if v is a radial function, i.e. v(x) = v(r), write
down the ordinary differential equation satisfied by v.

4.6 Let a and b be positive constants. Let y satisfy

y′′(t) + ay′(t) + by(t) = 0, t > 0,
y(0) = 1 and y′(0) = 1.

Write down the Laplace transform of y.

4.7 Write down the Newton-Raphson iteration scheme to find 1/
√
a, where

a > 0, by solving the equation x−2 − a = 0.

4.8 Let B ∈ Mn(R) and let b ∈ Rn be a given fixed vector. Consider the
iteration scheme

xn+1 = Bxn + b, x0 given.

Pick out the true statements:
a. the scheme is always convergent for any initial vector x0.
b. if the scheme is always convergent for any initial vector x0, then I −B is
invertible.
c. if the scheme is always convergent for any initial vector x0, then every
eigenvalue λ of B satisfies |λ| < 1.
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4.9 Let

A =


1 −2 3 −2
1 1 0 3
−1 1 1 −1

0 −3 1 1

 .
Pick out the smallest disc in the complex plane containing all the eigenvalues
of A from amongst the following:
a. |z − 1| ≤ 7;
b. |z − 1| ≤ 6;
c. |z − 1| ≤ 4.

4.10 Solve: maximize z = 7x+ 5y such that x ≥ 0, y ≥ 0 and

x+ 2y ≤ 6
4x+ 3y ≤ 12.
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 Which of the following sets are countable?
a. The set of all sequences of non-negative integers.
b. The set of all sequences of non-negative integers with only a finite number
of non-zero terms.
c. The set of all roots of all monic polynomials in one variable with rational
coefficients.

5.2 A magic square of order N is an N × N matrix with positive integral
entries such that the elements of every row, every column and the two diago-
nals all add up to the same number. If a magic square is filled with numbers
in arithmetic progression starting with a ∈ N and common difference d ∈ N,
what is the value of this common sum?

5.3 A committee consists of n members and a group photograph is to be
taken by seating them in a row. If two particular members do not get along
with each other, in how many ways can the committee members be seated
so that these two are never adjacent to each other?

5.4 Let n ≥ 2 and let Dn be the number of permutations of {1, 2, · · · , n}
which leave no symbol fixed. (For example: D2 = 1). Write down an expres-
sion for Dn in terms of Dk, 2 ≤ k ≤ n− 1.

5.5 Five letters are addressed to five different persons and the corresponding
envelopes are prepared. The letters are put into the envelopes at random.
What is the probability that no letter is in its proper envelope?

5.6 Which of the following statements are true?
a. The 9-th power of any positive integer is of the form 19m or 19m± 1.
b. For any positive integer n, the number n13 − n is divisible by 2730.
c. The number 18! + 1 is divisible by 437.

5.7 Let ai, 1 ≤ i ≤ n be non-negative real numbers. Let S denote their sum.
Pick out the true statements:
a.

Πn
k=1(1 + ak) ≥ 1 + S;

b.

Πn
k=1(1 + ak) ≤ 1 +

S

1!
+
S2

2!
+ · · ·+ Sn

n!
;

c.

Πn
k=1(1 + ak) ≤

1

1− S
, if S < 1

.

11
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5.8 Consider the Fibonacci sequence {an} defined by

a0 = 0, a1 = 1, an+1 = an + an−1, n ≥ 1.

Write down its enumerating function, i.e. the function with the formal power
series expansion

∑∞
n=0 anx

n.

5.9 Find the lengths of the semi-axes of the ellipse whose equation is given
by

5x2 − 8xy + 5y2 = 1.

5.10 Let x0 = a and x1 = b. Define

xn+1 =

(
1− 1

2n

)
xn +

1

2n
xn−1, n ≥ 1.

Find limn→∞ xn.
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KEY

Section 1: Algebra

1.1 a,b,c
1.2 a,c
1.3 b
1.4 (p− 1)/2
1.5  1 4 3

0 3 1
0 0 2


1.6 

1 −2 2 0
0 1 −4 6
0 0 1 −6
0 0 0 1


1.7 x3 + 6x2 + 18x+ 24
1.8 (a) n; (b) 0
1.9 a
1.10 b,c

Section 2: Analysis

2.1 b,c
2.2 2f(0)
2.3 3[f(1/3)− f(0)]
2.4 (a) 0; (b) 1

2

∫ π
−π f(t) dt

2.5 (a) Not uniformly convergent; (b) uniformly
convergent; (c) not uniformly convergent
2.6

2

x

(
ex

2

− e−x
2
)

2.7

e
k(k+1)

2a

2.8
1

4
+

1

4

∞∑
n=1

(−1)n(n+ 1)

(
z − 2

2

)n
2.9 0
2.10 b

Section 3: Topology

3.1 b,c
3.2 a,b
3.3 b,c
3.4 a,b
3.5 b
3.6 b
3.7 none
3.8 a,c
3.9 c
3.10 a,c

Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 x2 + 2y2 = c2

4.2 −u′′ = f on ]0, 1[;u(0) = u(1) = 0
4.3

x(t) = et(cosωt− sinωt)
y(t) = et(cosωt+ sinωt)

4.4 u(x, t) = (x− bt)2

4.5

v′′(r) +
n− 1

r
v′(r) = 0

4.6

L[y](s) =
1 + a+ s

s2 + as+ b

4.7 xn+1 = 1
2 (3xn − ax3

n)
4.8 b,c
4.9 b
4.10 max z = 21 at x = 3; y = 0

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 b,c
5.2 N

2 (2a+ (N2 − 1)d)
5.3 n!− 2(n− 1)!
5.4

Dn = n!− 1−
n−2∑
k=1

(n
k
)
Dn−k

5.5 44/120 = 11/30
5.6 a,b,c
5.7 a,b,c
5.8

x

1− x− x2

5.9 semi-major axis = 1; semi-minor axis = 1/3
5.10

a+ (b− a)e−
1
2

Note:
Accept any correct equivalent form of the answers.

1

P Kali
ka

 M
ath

s

[ 102 ] [NBHM PhD(2020-2005)]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[ P Kalika Maths || NET-GATE Study Materials & Solutions Download https://pkalika.in/ ]



NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS

Research Scholarships Screening Test

Saturday, January 22, 2011

Time Allowed: 150 Minutes

Maximum Marks: 40

Please read, carefully, the instructions on the following page

1

P Kali
ka

 M
ath

s

[ 103 ] [NBHM PhD(2020-2005)]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[ P Kalika Maths || NET-GATE Study Materials & Solutions Download https://pkalika.in/ ]



INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 11 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Al-
gebra, Analysis, Topology, Applied Mathematics and Miscellaneous.
Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of the paper
will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries one point
and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer
booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or one or more
than one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements
qualify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a),
(b), and (c)).

• Points will be awarded in the above questions only if all the correct
choices are made. There will be no partial credit.

• N denotes the set of natural numbers, Z - the integers, Q - the rationals,
R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers. Rn denotes the
n-dimensional Euclidean space, which is assumed to be endowed with
its ‘usual’ topology. The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval
{x ∈ R | a < x < b} while [a, b] will stand for the corresponding
closed interval; [a, b[ and ]a, b] will stand for the corresponding left-
closed-right-open and left-open-right-closed intervals respectively. The
symbol I will denote the identity matrix of appropriate order. The
space of continuous real valued functions on an interval [a, b] is denoted
by C[a, b] and is endowed with its usual ‘sup’ norm.
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 Solve:
x4 − 3x3 + 4x2 − 3x + 1 = 0.

1.2 Pick out the true statements:
a. Let H and K be subgroups of a group G. For g ∈ G, define the double
coset

HgK = {hgk | h ∈ H, k ∈ K}.
Then, if H is normal, we have HgH = gH for all g ∈ G.
b. Let GL(n; C) be the group of all n × n invertible matrices with complex
entries. The set of all n× n invertible upper triangular matrices is a normal
subgroup.
c. Let M(n; R) denote the set of all n×n matrices with real entries (identified
with Rn2

and endowed with its usual topology) and let GL(n; R) denote the
group of invertible matrices. Let G be a subgroup of GL(n; R). Define

H =

{
A ∈ G | there exists ϕ : [0, 1] → G continuous,

such that ϕ(0) = A, ϕ(1) = I

}
.

Then, H is a normal subgroup of G.

1.3 How many (non-isomorphic) groups of order 15 are there?

1.4 Pick out the true statements:
a. Let R be a commutative ring with identity. Let M be an ideal such that
every element of R not in M is a unit. Then R/M is a field.
b. Let R be as above and let M be an ideal such that R/M is an integral
domain. Then M is a prime ideal.
c. Let R = C[0, 1] be the ring of real-valued continuous functions on [0, 1]
with respect to pointwise addition and pointwise multiplication. Let

M = {f ∈ R | f(0) = f(1) = 0}.

Then M is a maximal ideal.

1.5 Write down all the possible values for the degree of an irreducible poly-
nomial in R[x].

1.6 Let V be the real vector space of all polynomials in R[x] with degree less
than, or equal to 4. Consider the linear transformation which maps p ∈ V
to its derivative p′. If the matrix of this transformation with respect to the
basis {1, x, x2, x3, x4} is A, write down the matrix A3.

1.7 Let T(n; R) ⊂ M(n; R) denote the set of all matrices whose trace is zero.
Write down a basis for T(2; R).
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1.8 What is the quotient space M(n; R)/T(n; R) isomorphic to?

1.9 Construct a 2× 2 matrix A(6= I) with real entries such that A3 = I.

1.10 If A ∈ M(n; R), let tA denote its transpose. A matrix S ∈ M(n; R) is
said to be skew-symmetric if tS = −S. Pick out the true statements:
a. If S ∈ M(n; R) is skew-symmetric and non-singular, then n is even.
b. Let

G = {T ∈ GL(n; R) | tTST = S, for all skew-symmetric S ∈ M(n; R)}.

Then G is a subgroup of GL(n; R).
c. Let In and On denote the n × n identity and null matrices respectively.
let S be the 2n× 2n matrix given in block form by[

On In

−In On

]
.

If X is a 2n×2n matrix such that tXS+SX = 0, then the trace of X is zero.
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Let {an} be a sequence of positive terms. Pick out the cases which imply
that

∑
an is convergent.

a.

lim
n→∞

n
3
2 an =

3

2
.

b. ∑
n2a2

n < ∞.

c.
an+1

an

<

(
n

n + 1

)2

, for all n.

2.2 Evaluate:

lim
n→∞

{
1

1 + n3
+

4

8 + n3
+ · · ·+ n2

n3 + n3

}
.

2.3 Find the points in R where the following function is differentiable:

f(x) =

{
tan−1 x, if |x| ≤ 1
π
4
sgn(x) + |x|−1

2
, if |x| > 1,

where sgn(x) equals +1 if x > 0, −1 if x < 0 and is equal to zero if x = 0
and tan−1(x) takes its values in the range ]− π/2, π/2[ for real numbers x.

2.4 Pick out the true statements:
a. If P is a polynomial in one variable with real coefficients which has all its
roots real, then its derivative P ′ has all its roots real as well.
b. The equation cos(sin x) = x has exactly one solution in the interval [0, π

2
].

c. cos x > 1− x2

2
for all x > 0.

2.5 Let f, fn : [0, 1] → R be continuous functions. Complete the following
sentence such that both statements (a) and (b) below are true:
“Let fn → f .......”
a.

lim
n→∞

∫ 1

0

fn(x) dx =

∫ 1

0

f(x) dx.

b.
lim

n→∞
lim
x→0

fn(x) = lim
x→0

lim
n→∞

fn(x).

2.6 Let f :]0, 1[→ R be continuous. Pick out the statements which imply
that f is uniformly continuous.
a. |f(x)− f(y)| ≤

√
|x− y|, for all x, y ∈]0, 1[.

b. f(1/n) → 1/2 and f(1/n2) → 1/4.
c.

f(x) = x
1
2 sin

1

x3
.
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2.7 Evaluate: ∫ ∫
[0,1]×[0,1]

max{x, y} dxdy.

2.8 Let f : C → C be analytic. Pick out the cases when f is not necessarily
a constant.
a. Im(f ′(z)) > 0 for all z ∈ C.
b. f(n) = 3 for all n ∈ Z.
c. f ′(0) = 0 and |f ′(z)| ≤ 3 for all z ∈ C.

2.9 Let f : C → C be analytic. Write z = x + iy and f = u + iv, where u
and v are real valued functions of x and y. Pick out the true statements.
a.

f ′(z) =
∂u

∂x
+ i

∂v

∂x

b.
∂2u

∂x2
+

∂2u

∂y2
= 0.

c.

f ′′(0) =
1

2πi

∫
|z|=1

f(z)

z3
dz.

2.10 Find the square roots of 1 + i
√

3.
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 Which of the following define a metric?
a. d((x, y), (x′, y′)) = min{|x− x′|, |y − y′|} on R2.
b. d((x, y), (x′, y′)) = |x|+ |y|+ |x′|+ |y′| on R2.
c. D((x, y), (x′, y′)) = d(x, x′) + d(y, y′) on X ×X, where (X, d) is a metric
space.

3.2 Let (X, d) be a metric space and let A ⊂ X. For x ∈ X define

d(x, A) = inf{d(x, y) | y ∈ A}.

Pick out the true statements:
a. x 7→ d(x, A) is a uniformly continuous function.
b. If

∂A = {x ∈ X | d(x, A) = 0} ∩ {x ∈ X | d(x, X\A) = 0},

then ∂A is closed for any A ⊂ X.
c. Let A and B be subsets of X and define

d(A, B) = inf{d(a, B) | a ∈ A}.

Then d(A, B) = d(B, A).

3.3 Let X be a topological space and for A ⊂ X, denote by A and A◦, the
closure and interior of A respectively. Pick out the true statements.
a. A ∪B = A ∪B.
b. A ∩B = A ∩B.
c. Consider R as the x-axis in R2. Then R◦ = ∅.

3.4 Pick out the true statements.
a. Let {Xi}i∈I be topological spaces. Then, the product topology is the
smallest topology on X = Πi∈IXi such that each of the canonical projec-
tions pi : X → Xi is continuous.
b. Let X be a topological space and W ⊂ X. Then, the induced subspace
topology on W is the smallest topology such that id|W : W → X, where id
is the identity map, is continuous.
c. Let X = Rn with the usual topology. This is the smallest topology such
that all linear functionals on X are continuous.

7
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3.5 Which of the following subsets are dense in the given spaces?
a. The set of trigonometric polynomials in the space of continuous functions
on [−π, π] which are 2π-periodic (with the sup-norm topology).
b. The subset of C∞ functions with compact support in R in the space of
bounded real-valued continuous functions on R (with the sup-norm topol-
ogy).
c. GL(n; R) in M(n; R) (with its usual topology after identification with Rn2

).

3.6 Pick out the compact sets.
a. {(x, y) | x2 − y2 = 1} ⊂ R2.
b. {Tr(A) | A ∈ M(n; R), A orthogonal} ⊂ R, where Tr(A) denotes the trace
of the matrix A.
c. The set of all matrices in M(n; R) all of whose eigenvalues satisfy the
condition |λ| ≤ 2.

3.7 Pick out the connected sets.
a. {(x, y) | xy = 1} ⊂ R2.
b. The set of all upper triangular matrices in M(n; R).
c. The set of all invertible diagonal matrices in M(n; R).

3.8 Pick out the true statements.
a. Let f : Z → Z2 be a bijection. There exists a continuous function from R
to R2 which extends f .
b. Let D denote the closed unit disc in R2. There exists a continuous map-
ping f : D\{(0, 0)} → {x ∈ R | |x| ≤ 1} which is onto.
c. Let D denote the closed unit disc in R2. There exists a continuous map-
ping f : D\{(0, 0)} → {x ∈ R | |x| > 1} which is onto.

3.9 A Hausdorff topological space is said to be normal if given any two dis-
joint closed sets A and B, there exist disjoint open sets U and V such that
A ⊂ U and B ⊂ V . Pick out the true statements.
a. Every metric space is normal.
b. If X is a normal space with at least two distinct points, then there exist
non-constant real-valued continuous functions on X.
c. If X is normal and Y ⊂ X is closed, then Y is normal for the induced
topology.

3.10 Which of the following pairs of sets are homeomorphic?
a. A = {(x, y) | x2 + y2 − 2x + 4y − 5 = 0} and
B = {(x, y) |5x2 + 3y2 = 1}.
b. A = {(x, y) | x2 + y2 − 2x + 4y − 5 = 0} and
B = {(x, y) |5x2 − 3y2 = 1}.
c. A = {(x, y) | x2 + y2 − 2x + 4y − 5 ≤ 0} and
B = {(x, y) |5x2 + 3y2 ≥ 1}.
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Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 Simpson’s rule is used to approximate the integral
∫ 1

0
f(x) dx. If f is a

polynomial, what is the maximum possible degree it can have so that Simp-
son’s rule gives the exact value of this integral?

4.2 A right circular cylinder of fixed volume has maximum total surface area.
What is the relationship between its height h and radius r?

4.3 In the equations governing the flow of an incompressible fluid of uniform
density, if u is the velocity vector and p is the pressure, write down the equa-
tion which expresses the law of conservation of mass.

4.4 A particle of mass M is attached to a fixed wall by a spring. The spring
exerts no force when the particle is at its equilibrium position at x = 0 and
exerts a restoring force proportional to the displacement when it is displaced
to a distance x. In addition, there is a damping force due to the medium
in which the displacement takes place, which is a force opposing the motion
and is proportional to the velocity of the particle. If the particle is pulled to
a position x0 at time t = 0 and is released without any velocity, write down
the initial value problem governing the motion of the particle.

4.5 Solve the following linear programming problem:

max z = 5x + 7y
x− y ≤ 1

2x + y ≥ 2
x + 2y ≤ 4

x, y ≥ 0.

4.6 Write down the dual of the above problem.

4.7 Find the general solution of the system:

dx
dt

= x + y
dy
dt

= 4x− 2y.

4.8 Let a,b and c be vectors in R3. Express a× (b× c) as a linear combi-
nation of b and c.

4.9 Solve:
∂2u

∂x2
= 6xy; u(0, y) = y;

∂u

∂x
(1, y) = 0.

4.10 Let Ω be a smooth plane domain of unit area. Let u(x, y) = 3x2 + y2.
If ∂u

∂n
denotes its outer normal derivative on ∂Ω, the boundary of Ω, compute∫

∂Ω

∂u

∂n
ds.
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 Let V be a real vector space of real-valued functions on a given set. As-
sume that constant functions are in V and that if f ∈ V , then f 2 ∈ V and
that |f | ∈ V . Pick out the true statements.
a. If f, g ∈ V , then fg ∈ V .
b. If f, g ∈ V , then max{f, g} ∈ V .
c. If f ∈ V and p is any polynomial in one variable, with real coefficients,
then p(f) ∈ V .

5.2 A fair coin is tossed 10 times, the tosses being independent of each other.
Find the probability that the results of the third, fourth and fifth tosses are
identical.

5.3 Determine if the following collections are countable or uncountable.
a. The collection of all finite subsets of N.
b. The collection of all infinite sequences of positive integers.
c. The collection of all roots of all polynomials in one variable, with integer
coefficients.

5.4 Find the maximum value of x + 2y + 3z subject to the constraint x2 +
y2 + z2 = 1.

5.5 Let An be the n× n matrix whose (i, j)-th entry is given by

2δij − δi+1,j − δi,j+1

where δij equals 1 if i = j and zero otherwise. Compute the determinant of
An.

5.6 How many real roots does the following equation have?

3x + 4x = 5x

5.7 Let N > 1 be a positive integer. Let φ(N) denote the number of positive
integers less than N and prime to it (unity being included in this count). Ex-
press the sum of all the integers less than N and prime to it in terms of φ(N).

5.8 Pick out the true statements.
a. The sum of r consecutive positive integers is divisible by r.
b. The product of r consecutive positive integers is divisible by r!.
c. For each positive integer r, there exist r consecutive positive integers
which are all composite.
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5.9 Let n be a fixed positive integer and let 0 ≤ k ≤ n. We denote by Ck,
the number of ways of choosing k objects from n distinct objects. Sum to n
terms:

3C1 + 7C2 + 11C3 + · · ·

5.10 Find the sum of the following infinite series:

1

5
− 1.4

5.10
+

1.4.7

5.10.15
− · · ·
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KEY
Section 1: Algebra

1.1 1, 1, 1±i
√

3
2

1.2 a,c
1.3 one
1.4 a,b
1.5 1,2
1.6 

0 0 0 6 0
0 0 0 0 24
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0


1.7 Any three linearly independent
2× 2 matrices with trace zero.
Example:[

0 1
0 0

]
,

[
0 0
1 0

]
,

[
1 0
0 −1

]
1.8 R
1.9 Any 2× 2 matrix with trace
−1 and determinant 1.
1.10 a,b,c

Section 2: Analysis

2.1 a,b,c
2.2 1

3 log 2
2.3 R\{−1}
2.4 a,b,c
2.5 uniformly on [0, 1]∗

2.6 a,c
2.7 2

3
2.8 a,b
2.9 a,b
2.10 ±

√
3+i√
2

Section 3: Topology

3.1 c
3.2 a,b,c
3.3 a,c
3.4 a,b,c
3.5 a,c
3.6 b
3.7 b
3.8 a,b
3.9 a,b,c
3.10 a

Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 3
4.2 h = 2r
4.3 div(u) = 0
4.4 Mx′′ + cx′ + kx = 0;x(0) = x0;x′(0) = 0,
where k and c are positive constants
4.5 max z = 17;x = 2; y = 1
4.6 min f = u− 2v + 4w such that
u− 2v + w ≥ 5;−u− v + 2w ≥ 7;u, v, w ≥ 0
4.7 x(t) = c1e

2t + c2e
−3t; y(t) = c1e

2t − 4c2e
−3t

4.8 (a.c)b− (a.b)c
4.9 u(x, y) = y(x3 − 3x + 1)
4.10 8

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 a,b,c
5.2 1

4
5.3 a. countable; b. uncountable; c. countable
5.4

√
14

5.5 n + 1
5.6 one
5.7 N

2 φ(N)
5.8 b,c
5.9 4n2n−1 − 2n + 1
5.10 1− 1

25
1
3

Note:
Accept any correct equivalent form of the answers.
∗ Qn. 2.5: Accept even if the answer is just ‘uni-
formly’
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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 11 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Al-
gebra, Analysis, Topology, Applied Mathematics and Miscellaneous.
Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of the paper
will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries one point
and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer
booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or one or more
than one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements
qualify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a),
(b), and (c)).

• Points will be awarded in the above questions only if all the correct
choices are made. There will be no partial credit.

• N denotes the set of natural numbers, Z - the integers, Q - the rationals,
R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers. Rn denotes the n-
dimensional Euclidean space, which is assumed to be endowed with its
‘usual’ topology. The symbol Zn will denote the ring of integers modulo
n. The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval {x ∈ R | a < x < b}
while [a, b] will stand for the corresponding closed interval; [a, b[ and
]a, b] will stand for the corresponding left-closed-right-open and left-
open-right-closed intervals respectively. The symbol I will denote the
identity matrix of appropriate order. The space of continuous real
valued functions on an interval [a, b] is denoted by C[a, b] and is endowed
with its usual ‘sup’ norm.
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 Solve the equation

x4 − 2x3 + 4x2 + 6x− 21 = 0

given that two of its roots are equal in magnitude but opposite in sign.

1.2 Let G be a group. A subgroup H of G is called characteristic if ϕ(H) ⊂ H
for all automorphisms ϕ of G. Pick out the true statement(s):
(a) Every characteristic subgroup is normal.
(b) Every normal subgroup is characteristic.
(c) If N is a normal subgroup of a group G, and M is a characteristic sub-
group of N , then M is a normal subgroup of G.

1.3 Let G be a group and let H and K be subgroups of G. The commutator
subgroup (H, K) is defined as the smallest subgroup containing all elements
of the form hkh−1k−1, where h ∈ H and k ∈ K. Pick out the true state-
ment(s):
(a) If H and K are normal subgroups, then (H, K) is a normal subgroup.
(b) If H and K are characteristic subgroups, then (H, K) is a characteristic
subgroup.
(c) (G, G) is normal in G and G/(G, G) is abelian.

1.4 Write the following permutation as a product of disjoint cycles:(
1 2 3 4 5 6
6 5 4 3 1 2

)
.

1.5 Pick out the true statement(s):
(a) The set of all 2×2 matrices with rational entries (with the usual operations
of matrix addition and matrix multiplication) is a ring which has no non-
trivial ideals.
(b) Let R = C[0, 1] be considered as a ring with the usual operations of
pointwise addition and pointwise multiplication. Let

I = {f : [0, 1] → R | f(1/2) = 0}.

Then I is a maximal ideal.
(c) Let R be a commutative ring and let P be a prime ideal of R. Then R/P
is an integral domain.

1.6 What is the degree of the following numbers over Q?
(a)

√
2 +

√
3

(b)
√

2
√

3

3

P Kali
ka

 M
ath

s

[ 117 ] [NBHM PhD(2020-2005)]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[ P Kalika Maths || NET-GATE Study Materials & Solutions Download https://pkalika.in/ ]



1.7 Let V be the real vector space of all polynomials of degree ≤ 3 with real
coefficients. Define the linear transformation

T (α0 + α1x + α2x
2 + α3x

3) = α0 + α1(x + 1) + α2(x + 1)2 + α3(x + 1)3.

Write down the matrix of T with respect to the basis {1, x, x2, x3} of V .

1.8 Let A be an n × n upper triangular matrix with complex entries. Pick
out the true statement(s):
(a) If A 6= 0, and if aii = 0, for all 1 ≤ i ≤ n, then An = 0.
(b) If A 6= I and if aii = 1 for all 1 ≤ i ≤ n, then A is not diagonalizable.
(c) If A 6= 0, then A is invertible.

1.9 Pick out the true statement(s):
(a) There exist n× n matrices A and B with real entries such that

(I − (AB −BA))n = 0.

(b) If A is a symmetric and positive definite n× n matrix, then

(tr(A))n ≥ nndet(A)

where ‘tr’ denotes the trace and ‘det’ denotes the determinant of a matrix.
(c) Let A be a 5 × 5 skew -symmetric matrix with real entries. Then A is
singular.

1.10 Let A be a 5× 5 matrix whose characteristic polynomial is given by

(λ− 2)3(λ + 2)2.

If A is diagonalizable, find α and β such that

A−1 = αA + βI.

4
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Let {an} be a sequence of positive real numbers such that

lim
n→∞

an+1

an

= r < 1.

Can we evaluate limn→∞ an? If ‘yes’, right down that limit.

2.2 Test the following series for convergence:
(a)

∞∑
n=1

(n + 1)n

nn+ 5
4

.

(b)
∞∑

n=1

1√
n

tan

(
1

n

)
.

2.3 Consider the polynomial

p(x) = a0 + a1x + a2x
2 + · · ·+ anx

n,

with real coefficients. Pick out the case(s) which ensure that the polynomial
p(.) has a root in the interval [0, 1].
(a) a0 < 0 and a0 + a1 + · · ·+ an > 0.
(b)

a0 +
a1

2
+ · · ·+ an

n + 1
= 0.

(c)
a0

1.2
+

a1

2.3
+ · · ·+ an

(n + 1)(n + 2)
= 0.

2.4 Pick out the true statement(s):
(a) The function

f(x) =
sin(x2)

sin2 x

is uniformly continuous on the interval ]0, 1[.
(b) A continuous function f : R → R is uniformly continuous if it maps
Cauchy sequences into Cauchy sequences.
(c) If a continuous function f : R → R is uniformly continuous, then it maps
Cauchy sequences into Cauchy sequences.
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2.5 Test the following for uniform convergence:
(a) The sequence of functions {

xn

1 + xn

}
over the interval [0, 2].
(b) The series

∞∑
n=1

sin nx

n2 + 1

over R.
(c) The sequence of functions

{n2x2e−nx}

over the interval ]0,∞[.

2.6 Evaluate:

lim
n→∞

{(
1 +

1

n

)(
1 +

2

n

)
· · ·
(
1 +

n

n

)} 1
n

.

2.7 Let f : [−π, π] → R be continuous. Pick out the case(s) which imply
that f ≡ 0.
(a) ∫ π

−π

xnf(x) dx = 0, for all n ≥ 0.

(b) ∫ π

−π

f(x) cos nx dx = 0, for all n ≥ 0.

(c) ∫ π

−π

f(x) sin nx dx = 0, for all n ≥ 1.

2.8 Evaluate: ∫
Γ

dz

(z2 + 4)2

where Γ = {z ∈ C | |z− i| = 2}, described in the anticlockwise (i.e. positive)
direction.

2.9 Find the residue at z = 1 of the function:

f(z) =
5z − 2

z(z − 1)
.

2.10 Let f : C → C be analytic. Which of the following conditions imply
that f is a constant function?
(a) Ref(z) > 0 for all z ∈ C.
(b) |f(z)| ∈ Z for all z ∈ C.
(c) f(z) = i when z = (1 + k

n
) + i for every positive integer k.
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 Let S1 denote the unit circle in the plane R2. Pick out the true state-
ment(s):
(a) There exists f : S1 → R which is continuous and one-one.
(b) For every continuous function f : S1 → R, there exist uncountably many
pairs of distinct points x and y in S1 such that f(x) = f(y).
(c) There exists f : S1 → R which is continuous and one-one and onto.

3.2 Which of the following metric spaces are separable?
(a) C[0, 1] with its usual ‘sup-norm’ topology.
(b) The space `∞ of all bounded real sequences with the metric

d(x, y) = sup
n
|xn − yn|,

where x = (xn) and y = (yn).
(c) The space `2 of all square summable real sequences with the metric

d(x, y) =

(
∞∑

n=1

|xn − yn|2
) 1

2

,

where x = (xn) and y = (yn).

3.3 Which of the following sets are nowhere dense?
(a) The Cantor set in [0, 1].
(b) The xy-plane in R3.
(c) Any countable set in R.

3.4 Pick out the true statement(s).
(a) If f :]− 1, 1[→ R is bounded and continuous, it is uniformly continuous.
(b) If f : S1 → R is continuous, it is uniformly continuous.
(c) If (X, d) is a metric space and A ⊂ X, then the function f(x) = d(x, A)
defined by

d(x, A) = inf
y∈A

d(x, y)

is uniformly continuous.

3.5 Which of the following maps define a homeomorphism?
(a) f : R →]0,∞[, where f(x) = ex.
(b) f : [0, 1] → S1, where f(t) = (cos 2πt, sin 2πt).
(c) Any map f : X → Y which is continuous, one-one and onto, if X is
compact and Y is Hausdorff.
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3.6 Consider the set of all n× n matrices with real entries as the space Rn2
.

Which of the following sets are compact?
(a) The set of all orthogonal matrices.
(b) The set of all matrices with determinant equal to unity.
(c) The set of all invertible matrices.

3.7 In the set of all n× n matrices with real entries, considered as the space
Rn2

, which of the following sets are connected?
(a) The set of all orthogonal matrices.
(b) The set of all matrices with trace equal to unity.
(c) The set of all symmetric and positive definite matrices.

3.8 Let X be an arbitrary topological space. Pick out the true statement(s):
(a) If X is compact, then every sequence in X has a convergent subsequence.
(b) If every sequence in X has a convergent subsequence, then X is compact.
(c) X is compact if, and only if, every sequence in X has a convergent sub-
sequence.

3.9 Which of the following metric spaces are complete?
(a) The space C1[0, 1] of continuously differentiable real-valued functions on
[0, 1] with the metric

d(f, g) = max
t∈[0,1]

|f(t)− g(t)|.

(b) The space of all polynomials in a single variable with real coefficients,
with the same metric as above.
(c) The space C[0, 1] with the metric

d(f, g) =

∫ 1

0

|f(t)− g(t)| dt.

3.10 Classify the following alphabets into homeomorphism classes:

N, B, H, M
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Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 A body, falling under gravity, experiences a resisting force of air propor-
tional to the square of the velocity of the body. Write down the differential
equation governing the motion satisfied by the distance y(t) travelled by the
body in time t.

4.2 Reduce the following differential equation to a linear system of first order
equations:

d2x

dt2
+ P (t)

dx

dt
+ Q(t)x = 0.

4.3 The volume of the unit ball in RN is given by

ωN =
π

N
2

Γ(N
2

+ 1)

where Γ(.) denotes the usual gamma function. Write down the explicit value
of ω5.

4.4 Consider the differential equation

(1 + x)y′ = py

where p is a constant. Assume that the equation has a power series solution
y =

∑∞
n=0 anx

n. Write down the recurrence relation for the coefficients an.

4.5 In the above problem, if y(0) = 1, use the above series to find a closed
form solution to the equation.

4.6 Classify the following partial differential operators as elliptic, parabolic
or hyperbolic:
(a) 5uxx + 6uxy + 2uyy.
(b) 2uxx + 6uxy + 2uyy.

4.7 Let f and g be two smooth scalar valued functions. Compute

div(∇f ×∇g).

4.8 Let S denote the sphere centred at the origin and of radius a > 0 in
R3.Write down the coordinates of the unit outward normal to S at the point
(x, y, z) ∈ S.
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4.9 Use Gauss’ divergence thoerem to evaluate∫ ∫
S

(x4 + y4 + z4) dS

where S is the sphere mentioned in the preceding problem.

4.10 Consider the domain [0, 1]× [0, T ]. Let h > 0 and k > 0. Let xn = nh
and tm = mk for positive integers m and n. Let um

n = u(xn, tm). Write down
the partial differential equation for which the following discretization defines
a numerical scheme:

um+1
n − um

n

k
=

um
n+1 − 2um

n + um
n−1

h2
.
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 Let n be a fixed positive integer and let Ck denote the usual binomial
coefficient nCk, the number of ways of choosing k objects from n objects.
Evaluate:

C0 +
C1

2
+

C2

3
+ · · ·+ Cn

n + 1
.

5.2 Find the number of ways 2n persons can be seated at 2 round tables,
with n persons at each table.

5.3 Let a point (x, y) be chosen at random in the square [0, 1]× [0, 1]. Find
the probability that y ≥ x2.

5.4 Pick out the true statement(s):
(a) If n is an odd positive integer, then 8 divides n2 − 1.
(b) If n and m are odd positive integers, then n2 +m2 is not a perfect square.
(c) For every positive integer n,

n5

5
+

n3

3
+

7n

15

is an integer.

5.5 Consider a circle of unit radius centered at O in the plane. Let AB be a
chord which makes an angle θ with the tangent to the circle at A. Find the
area of the triangle OAB.

5.6 Evaluate:
1

2.3
+

1

4.5
+

1

6.7
+ · · ·

5.7 Evaluate:

1 +
3

4
+

3.5

4.8
+

3.5.7

4.8.12
+ · · ·

5.8 Find the sum to n terms as well as the sum to infinity of the series:

1

3
+

1

4
.
1

2!
+

1

5
.
1

3!
+ · · ·

5.9 If a, b and c are all distinct real numbers, find the condition that the
following determinant vanishes:∣∣∣∣∣∣

a a2 1 + a3

b b2 1 + b3

c c2 1 + c3

∣∣∣∣∣∣ .
5.10 Assume that the line segment [0, 2] in the x-axis of the plane acts as
a mirror. A light ray from the point (0, 1) gets reflected off this mirror and
reaches the point (2, 2). Find the point of incidence on the mirror.

11

For Notes Visit  https://pkalika.wordpress.com/

P Kali
ka

 M
ath

s

[ 125 ] [NBHM PhD(2020-2005)]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[ P Kalika Maths || NET-GATE Study Materials & Solutions Download https://pkalika.in/ ]



KEY
Section 1: Algebra

1.1 1± i
√

6, ±
√

3
1.2 a,c
1.3 a,b,c
1.4 (1625)(34)
1.5 a,b,c
1.6 (a) 4, (b) 2
1.7 

1 1 1 1
0 1 2 3
0 0 1 3
0 0 0 1


1.8 a,b
1.9 b,c
1.10 α = 1/4, β = 0

Section 2: Analysis

2.1 yes, 0
2.2 (a) convergent, (b) convergent
2.3 a,b,c
2.4 a,c
2.5 (a) not uniformly convergent
(b) uniformly convergent
(c) not uniformly convergent
2.6 4/e
2.7 a,b,c
2.8 π/16
2.9 3
2.10 a,b,c

Section 3: Topology

3.1 b
3.2 a,c
3.3 a,b
3.4 b,c
3.5 a,c
3.6 a
3.7 b,c
3.8 none
3.9 none
3.10 {N,M}, {B}, {H}

Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 my′′ = mg − c(y′)2

4.2 x′ = y; y′ = −Py −Qx
4.3 8π2/15
4.4 (n + 1)an+1 = (p− n)an, n ≥ 0
4.5 y = (1 + x)p

4.6 (a) Elliptic, (b) Hyperbolic
4.7 0
4.8 (x/a, y/a, z/a)
4.9 12πa6/5
4.10 ut = uxx

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 (2n+1 − 1)/(n + 1)
5.2 (2n)!/n2

5.3 2/3
5.4 a,b,c
5.5 sin θ cos θ
5.6 1− log 2
5.7 2

√
2

5.8 1
2 −

1
(n+2)! ;

1
2

5.9 abc + 1 = 0
5.10 (2/3, 0)

Note:
Accept any correct equivalent form of the answers.
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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 12 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Al-
gebra, Analysis, Topology, Applied Mathematics and Miscellaneous.
Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of the paper
will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries one point
and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer
booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or one or more
than one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements
qualify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a),
(b), and (c)).

• Points will be awarded in the above questions only if all the correct
choices are made. There will be no partial credit.

• N denotes the set of natural numbers, Z - the integers, Q - the rationals,
R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers. Rn denotes the n-
dimensional Euclidean space, which is assumed to be endowed with its
‘usual’ topology. The symbol Zn will denote the ring of integers modulo
n. The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval {x ∈ R | a < x < b}
while [a, b] will stand for the corresponding closed interval; [a, b[ and
]a, b] will stand for the corresponding left-closed-right-open and left-
open-right-closed intervals respectively. The symbol I will denote the
identity matrix of appropriate order. The space of continuous real
valued functions on an interval [a, b] is denoted by C[a, b] and is endowed
with its usual ‘sup’ norm.
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 Pick out the cases where the given subgroup H is a normal subgroup of
the group G.
(a) G is the group of all 2× 2 invertible upper triangular matrices with real
entries, under matrix multiplication, and H is the subgroup of all such ma-
trices (aij) such that a11 = 1.
(b) G is the group of all 2× 2 invertible upper triangular matrices with real
entries, under matrix multiplication, and H is the subgroup of all such ma-
trices (aij) such that a11 = a22.
(c) G is the group of all n × n invertible matrices with real entries, under
matrix multiplication, and H is the subgroup of such matrices with positive
determinant.

1.2 Let GL(n, R) denote the group of all invertible n× n matrices with real
entries, under matrix multiplication, and let SL(n, R) denote the subgroup
of such matrices whose determinant is equal to unity. Identify the quotient
group GL(n, R)/SL(n, R).

1.3 Let Sn denote the symmetric group of permutations of n symbols. Does
S7 contain an element of order 10? If ‘yes’, write down an example of such
an element.

1.4 What is the largest possible order of an element in S7?

1.5 Write down all the units in the ring Z8 of all integers modulo 8.

1.6 Pick out the cases where the given ideal is a maximal ideal.
(a) The ideal 15Z in Z.
(b) The ideal I = {f : f(0) = 0} in the ring C[0, 1] of all continous real
valued functions on the interval [0, 1].
(c) The ideal generated by x3 + x + 1 in the ring of polynomials F3[x], where
F3 is the field of three elements.

1.7 Let A be a 2 × 2 matrix with complex entries which is non-zero and
non-diagonal. Pick out the cases when A is diagonalizable.
(a) A2 = I.
(b) A2 = 0.
(c) All eigenvalues of A are equal to 2.

1.8 Let x and y ∈ Rn be two non-zero (column) vectors. Let yT denote the
transpose of y. Let A = xyT , i.e. A = (aij) where aij = xiyj. What is the
rank of A?
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1.9 Let x be a non-zero (column) vector in Rn. What is the necessary and
sufficient condition for the matrix A = I − 2xxT to be orthogonal?

1.10 Let A be an n × n matrix with complex entries. Pick out the true
statements.
(a) A is always similar to an upper-triangular matrix.
(b) A is always similar to a diagonal matrix.
(c) A is similar to a block diagonal matrix, with each diagonal block of size
strictly less than n, provided A has at least 2 distinct eigenvalues.
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Evaluate:
lim

n→∞
n sin(2πen!).

2.2 Evaluate:

lim
n→∞

n∑
k=1

1√
4n2 − k2

.

2.3 Pick out the convergent series:
(a)

∞∑
n=1

(n + 1)n

nn+ 3
2

.

(b)

1 +
1

22
+

22

33
+

33

44
+ · · ·

(c)
∞∑

n=1

√
1 + 4n

1 + 5n
.

2.4 Which of the following functions are continuous?
(a)

f(x) = x2 +
x2

1 + x2
+

x2

(1 + x2)2
+ · · · , x ∈ R.

(b)

f(x) =
∞∑

n=1

(−1)n cos nx

n
3
2

, x ∈ [−π, π].

(c)

f(x) =
∞∑

n=1

n2xn, x ∈ [−1

2
,
1

2
].

2.5 Which of the following functions are uniformly continuous?
(a) f(x) = 1

x
in (0, 1).

(b) f(x) = x2 in R.
(c) f(x) = sin2 x in R.

2.6 Pick out the sequences {fn} which are uniformly convergent.
(a)

fn(x) = nxe−nx on (0,∞).

(b)
fn(x) = xn on [0, 1].

(c)

fn(x) =
sin nx√

n
on R.
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2.7 Which of the following functions are Riemann integrable on the interval
[0, 1]?
(a)

f(x) = lim
n→∞

cos2n(24πx).

(b)

f(x) =

{
0, if x is rational
1, if x is irrational.

(c)

f(x) =

{
cos x, if 0 ≤ x ≤ 1

2

sin x, if 1
2

< x ≤ 1.

2.8 Let z = x + iy be a complex number, where x and y ∈ R, and let
f(z) = u(x, y) + iv(x, y), where u and v are real valued, be an analytic func-
tion on C. Express f ′(z) in terms of the partial derivatives of u and v.

2.9 Let z ∈ C be as in the previous question. Find the image of the set
S = {z : x > 0, 0 < y < 2} under the transformation f(z) = iz + 1.

2.10 Find the residue at z = 0 for the function

f(z) =
1 + 2z

z2 + z3
.
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 Let X be a metric space and let f : X → R be a continuous function.
Pick out the true statements.
(a) f always maps Cauchy sequences into Cauchy sequences.
(b) If X is compact, then f always maps Cauchy sequences into Cauchy se-
quences.
(c) If X = Rn, then f always maps Cauchy sequences into Cauchy sequences.

3.2 Let B be the closed ball in R2 with centre at the origin and radius unity.
Pick out the true statements.
(a) There exists a continuous function f : B → R which is one-one.
(b) There exists a continuous function f : B → R which is onto.
(a) There exists a continuous function f : B → R which is one-one and onto.

3.3 Let A and B be subsets of R. Define

C = {a + b : a ∈ A, b ∈ B}.

Pick out the true statements.
(a) C is closed if A and B are closed.
(b) C is closed if A is closed and B is compact.
(c) C is compact if A is closed and B is compact.

3.4 Which of the following subsets of R2 are compact?
(a) {(x, y) : xy = 1}
(b) {(x, y) : x

2
3 + y

2
3 = 1}

(c) {(x, y) : x2 + y2 < 1}

3.5 Which of the following sets in R2 are connected?
(a) {(x, y) : x2y2 = 1}
(b) {(x, y) : x2 + y2 = 1}
(c) {(x, y) : 1 < x2 + y2 < 2}

3.6 Let P denote the set of all polynomials in the real variable x which varies
over the interval [0, 1]. What is the closure of P in C[0, 1] (with its usual sup-
norm topology)?
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3.7 Let {fn} be a sequence of functions which are continuous over [0, 1]
and continuously differentiable in ]0, 1[. Assume that |fn(x)| ≤ 1 and that
|f ′n(x)| ≤ 1 for all x ∈]0, 1[ and for each positive integer n. Pick out the true
statements.
(a) fn is uniformly continuous for each n.
(b) {fn} is a convergent sequence in C[0, 1].
(c) {fn} contains a subsequence which converges in C[0, 1].

3.8 Pick out the true statements.
(a) Let f : [0, 2] → [0, 1] be a continuous function. Then, there always exists
x ∈ [0, 1] such that f(x) = x.
(b) Let f : [0, 1] → [0, 1] be a continuous function which is continuously
differentiable in ]0, 1[ and such that |f ′(x)| ≤ 1

2
for all x ∈]0, 1[. Then, there

exists a unique x ∈ [0, 1] such that f(x) = x.
(c) Let S = {p = (x, y) ∈ R2 : x2 + y2 = 1}. Let f : S → S be a continuous
function. Then, there always exists p ∈ S such that f(p) = p.

3.9 Let (X, d) be a metric space. Let A and B be subsets of X. Define

d(A, B) = inf{d(a, b) : a ∈ A, b ∈ B}.

For x ∈ X, define
d(x, A) = inf{d(x, a) : a ∈ A}.

Pick out the true statements.
(a) The function x 7→ d(x, A) is uniformly continuous.
(b) d(x, A) = 0 if, and only if, x ∈ A.
(c) d(A, B) = 0 implies that A ∩B 6= ∅.

3.10 Let

B = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x2 + y2 ≤ 1} and D = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x2 + y2 < 1}.

Pick out the true statements.
(a) Given a continuous function g : B → R, there always exists a continuous
function f : R2 → R such that f = g on B.
(b) Given a continuous function g : D → R, there always exists a continuous
function f : R2 → R such that f = g on D.
(c) There exists a continous function f : R2 → R such that f ≡ 1 on the set
{(x, y) ∈ R2 : x2+y2 = 3

2
} and f ≡ 0 on the set B∪{(x, y) ∈ R2 : x2+y2 ≥ 2}.
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Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 A spherical ball of volatile material evaporates (i.e. its volume decreases)
at a rate proportional to its surface area. If the initial radius is r0 and at
time t = 1, the radius is r0/2, find the time at which the ball disappears
completely.

4.2 A body of mass m falling from rest under gravity experiences air resis-
tance proportional to the square of its velocity. Write down the initial value
problem for the vertical displacement x of the body.

4.3 A body falling from rest under gravity travels a distance y and has a
velocity v at time t. Write down the relationship between v and y.

4.4 Let x = (x1, · · · , xn) ∈ Rn and let v(x) = x. Apply Gauss’ divergence
theorem to v over the unit ball

B = {x ∈ Rn :
n∑

i=1

x2
i ≤ 1}

and deduce the relationship between ωn, the (n-dimensional) volume of B,
and σn, the ((n− 1)-dimensional) surface measure of B.

4.5 Write down the general solution of the linear system:

dx
dt

= x + y
dy
dt

= 4x− 2y.

4.6 What is the smallest positive value of λ such that the problem:

u′′ + λu = 0 in ]0, 1[
u(0) = u(1) and u′(0) = u′(1)

has a solution such that u 6≡ 0?

4.7 Let f : R → R be a continuous function. Write down the solution of the
problem:

∂2u
∂t2

− ∂2u
∂x2 = 0, t > 0,

u(x, 0) = f(x), x ∈ R,
∂u
∂t

(x, 0) = 0, x ∈ R.

4.8 Use duality to find the optimal value of the cost function in the following
linear programming problem:

Max. x + y + z
such that 3x + 2y + 2z = 1,

x ≥ 0, y ≥ 0, z ≥ 0.
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4.9 The value of
√

10 is computed by solving the equation x2 = 10 using the
Newton-Raphson method. Starting from some value x0 > 0, write down the
iteration scheme.

4.10 Write down the Laplace transform F (s) of the function f(x) = x3.
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 Let P = (0, 1) and Q = (4, 1) be points on the plane. Let A be a point
which moves on the x-axis between the points (0, 0) and (4, 0). Let B be
a point which moves on the line y = 2 between the points (0, 2) and (4, 2).
Consider all possible paths consisting of the line segments PA, AB and BQ.
What is the shortest possible length of such a path?

5.2 A convex polygon has its interior angles in arithmetic progression, the
least angle being 120◦ and the common difference being 5◦. Find the number
of sides of the polygon.

5.3 Let a, b and c be the lengths of the sides of an arbitrary triangle. Define

x =
ab + bc + ca

a2 + b2 + c2
.

Pick out the true statements.
(a) 1

2
≤ x ≤ 2.

(b) 1
2
≤ x ≤ 1.

(c) 1
2

< x ≤ 1.

5.4 What is the maximum number of pieces that can be obtained from a
pizza by making 7 cuts with a knife?

5.5 In arithmetic base 3, a number is expressed as 210100. Find its square
root and express it in base 3.

5.6 Evaluate: (
−1 + i

√
3√

2 + i
√

2

)20

.

5.7 Let n be a fixed positive integer and let Cr stand for the usual binomial
coefficients i.e., the number of ways of choosing r objects from n objects.
Evaluate:

C1 + 2C2 + · · ·nCn.

5.8 Let x, y and z be real numbers such that x2 + y2 + z2 = 1. Find the
maximum and minimum values of 2x + 3y + z.
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5.9 Let x0 = 0. For n ≥ 0, define

xn+1 = x2
n +

1

4
.

Pick out the true statements:
(a) The sequence {xn} is bounded.
(b) The sequence {xn} is monotonic.
(a) The sequence {xn} is convergent.

5.10 Seven tickets are numbered consecutively from 1 to 7. Two of them
are selected in order without replacement. Let A denote the event that the
numbers on the two tickets add up to 9. Let B be the event that the numbers
on the two tickets differ by 3. If each draw has equal probability 1

42
(the draw

(1, 7) being considered as distinct from the draw (7, 1), for example) find the
probabilty P (B|A).
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KEY
Section 1: Algebra

1.1 a,b,c
1.2 Multiplicative group of non-zero reals.
1.3 Yes. Eg:(12345)(67)
1.4 12
1.5 1,3,5,7
1.6 b
1.7 a
1.8 1
1.9 xT x = 1
1.10 a,c

Section 2: Analysis

2.1 2π
2.2 π

6
2.3 a,c
2.4 b,c
2.5 c
2.6 c
2.7 a,c
2.8 f ′(z) = ux(x, y) + ivx(x, y)
2.9 f(S) = {u + iv : |u| < 1, v > 0}
2.10 1

Section 3: Topology

3.1 b,c
3.2 none
3.3 b
3.4 b
3.5 b,c
3.6 C[0, 1]
3.7 a,c
3.8 a,b
3.9 a
3.10 a,c

Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 t = 2
4.2 mx′′ = mg − k(x′)2, x(0) = x′(0) = 0
4.3 v2 = 2gy
4.4 σn = nωn

4.5 x(t) = c1e
−3t + c2e

2t, y(t) = −4c1e
−3t + c2e

2t

4.6 4π2

4.7 u(x, t) = 1
2 [f(x + t) + f(x− t)]

4.8 1
2

4.9 xn+1 = 1
2

(
xn + 10

xn

)
4.10 F (s) = 6

s4

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 4
√

2
5.2 9
5.3 a,b,c
5.4 29
5.5 220
5.6 1

2 + i
√

3
2

5.7 n2n−1

5.8 Maximum =
√

14; Minimum = −
√

14
5.9 a,b,c
5.10 1

3

Note:
1. Accept any correct example for Qn. 1.3.
2. Accept any correct equivalent form of the answers
for Qns. 2.8, 4.2, 4.3, 4.5 and 4.9.
3. If (c) is marked in Qn. 5.3, accept even if others
are not marked.
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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 9 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Al-
gebra, Analysis, Topology, Applied Mathematics and Miscellaneous.
Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of the paper
will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries one point
and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer
booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or more than
one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements qual-
ify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a), (b),
and (c)).

• Points will be awarded in the above questions only if all the correct
choices are made. There will be no partial credit.

• N denotes the set of natural numbers, Z - the integers, Q - the rationals,
R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers. Rn denotes the n-
dimensional Euclidean space, which is assumed to be endowed with its
‘usual’ topology. The symbol Zn will denote the ring of integers modulo
n. The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval {x ∈ R | a < x < b}
while [a, b] will stand for the corresponding closed interval; [a, b[ and
]a, b] will stand for the corresponding left-closed-right-open and left-
open-right-closed intervals respectively. The symbol I will denote the
identity matrix of appropriate order. The space of continuous real
valued functions on an interval [a, b] is denoted by C[a, b] and is endowed
with its usual ‘sup’ norm. The space of continuously differentiable real
valued functions on [a, b] is denoted by C1[a, b] and its usual norm is
the maximum of the sup-norms of the function and its derivative.
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 Let S7 denote the group of permutations of 7 symbols. Find the order
of the permutation: (

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
6 4 5 7 3 1 2

)
.

1.2 Write down the number of mutually nonisomorphic abelian groups of
order 195.

1.3 For two ideals I and J in a commutative ring R, define I : J = {a ∈
R : aJ ⊂ I}. In the ring Z of all integers, if I = 12Z and J = 8Z, find I : J .

1.4 Let P be a prime ideal in a commutative ring R and let S = R\P , i.e.
the complement of P in R. Pick out the true statements:
(a) S is closed under addition.
(b) S is closed under multiplication.
(c) S is closed under addition and multiplication.

1.5 Let p be a prime and consider the field Zp. List the primes for which the
following system of linear equations DOES NOT have a solution in Zp:

5x + 3y = 4
3x + 6y = 1.

1.6 Let A be a 227× 227 matrix with entries in Z227, such that all its eigen-
values are distinct. Write down its trace.

1.7 Let B be a nilpotent n×n matrix with complex entries. Set A = B− I.
Write down the determinant of A.

1.8 Let x and y be two non-zero n× 1 vectors. If yT denotes the transpose
of y, what are the eigenvalues of the n× n matrix xyT ?

1.9 Let A be a real symmetric n × n matrix whose only eigenvalues are 0
and 1. Let the dimension of the null space of A− I be m. Pick out the true
statements:
(a) The characteristic polynomial of A is (λ− 1)mλm−n.
(b) Ak = Ak+1 for all positive integers k.
(c) The rank of A is m.

1.10 What is the dimension of the space of all n×n matrices with real entries
which are such that the sum of the entries in the first row and the sum of
the diagonal entries are both zero?
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Let f(x) = 1
1+x2 . Consider its Taylor expansion about a point a ∈ R,

given by f(x) =
∑∞

n=0 an(x− a)n. What is the radius of convergence of this
series?

2.2 Consider the series
∞∑

n=1

(−1)n x2 + n

n2
.

Pick out the true statements:
(a) The series converges for all real values of x.
(b) The series converges uniformly on R.
(c) The series does not converge absolutely for any real value of x.

2.3 Let f : R → R be a continuous function. Which of the following imply
that it is uniformly continuous?
(a) f is 2π-periodic.
(b) f is differentiable and its derivative is bounded on R.
(c) f is absolutely continuous.

2.4 Let f : [−1, 1] → R be continuous. Assume that
∫ 1

−1
f(t) dt = 1.

Evaluate:

lim
n→∞

∫ 1

−1

f(t) cos2 nt dt.

2.5 Let f be a continuously differentiable 2π-periodic real valued function on
the real line. Let an =

∫ π

−π
f(t) cos nt dt where n is a non-negative integer.

Pick out the true statements:
(a) The derivative of f is also a 2π-periodic function.
(b) |an| ≤ C 1

n
for all n, where C > 0 is a constant independent of n.

(c) an → 0, as n →∞.

2.6 Let fn and f be continuous functions on an interval [a, b] and assume
that fn → f uniformly on [a, b]. Pick out the true statements:
(a) If fn are all Riemann integrable, then f is Riemann integrable.
(b) If fn are all continuously differentiable, then f is continuously differen-
tiable.
(c) If xn → x in [a, b], then fn(xn) → f(x).
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2.7 Let f : R → R be a continuously differentiable function such that f ′(0) =
0. Define, for x and y ∈ R,

g(x, y) = f(
√

x2 + y2).

Pick out the true statements:
(a) g is a differentiable function on R2.
(b) g is a differentiable function on R2 if, and only if, f(0) = 0.
(c) g is differentiable only on R2\{(0, 0)}.

2.8 Find the square roots of the complex number 1 + 2i.

2.9 Evaluate: ∫
|z|=1

4 + z

(2− z)z
dz

the circle {|z| = 1} being described in the anticlockwise direction.

2.10 Pick out the true statements:
(a) There exists an analytic function f on C such that f(2i) = 0, f(0) = 2i
and |f(z)| ≤ 2 for all z ∈ C.
(b) There exists an analytic function f in the open unit disc {z ∈ C : |z| < 1}
such that f(1

2
) = 1 and f( 1

2n ) = 0 for all integers n ≥ 2.
(c) There exists an analytic function f on C whose real part is given by
u(x, y) = x2 + y2, where z = x + iy.

5
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 Which of the following define a metric on R?
(a)

d1(x, y) =
| |x| − |y| |
1 + |x|.|y|

.

(b)

d2(x, y) =
√
|x− y|.

(c)
d3(x, y) = |f(x)− f(y)|

where f : R → R is a strictly monotonically increasing function.

3.2 Let X and Y be topological spaces and let f : X → Y be a continuous
bijection. Under which of the following conditions will f be a homeomor-
phism?
(a) X and Y are complete metric spaces.
(b) X and Y are Banach spaces and f is linear.
(c) X is a compact topological space and Y is Hausdorff.

3.3 Let (X, d) be a compact metric space and let {fα : α ∈ A} be a uniformly
bounded and equicontinuous family of functions on X. Define

f(x) = sup
α∈A

fα(x).

Pick out the true statements:
(a) For any t ∈ R, the set {x ∈ X : f(x) < t} is an open set in X.
(b) The function f is continuous.
(c) Every sequence {fαn} contained in the above family admits a uniformly
convergent subsequence.

3.4 Let D = {x ∈ R2 : |x| ≤ 1} where |x| is the usual euclidean norm of the
vector x. Let f : D → X be a continuous function into a topological space
X. Pick out the cases below when f will NEVER be onto.
(a) X = [−1, 1].
(b) X = [−1, 1]\{0}.
(c) X = ]−1, 1[.

3.5 Let Mn(R) denote the set of all n× n matrices with real entries, consid-
ered as the space Rn2

. Which of the following subsets are compact?
(a) The set of all invertible matrices.
(b) The set of all orthogonal matrices.
(c) The set of all matrices whose trace is zero.
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3.6 With the notations as in the preceding question, which of the following
sets are connected?
(a) The set of all invertible matrices.
(b) The set of all orthogonal matrices.
(c) The set of all matrices whose trace is zero.

3.7 Let f : R → R be a continuous function. Define

G = {(x, f(x)) : x ∈ R} ⊂ R2.

Pick out the true statements:
(a) G is closed in R2.
(b) G is open in R2.
(c) G is connected in R2.

3.8 Let X be a topological space and let A ⊂ X. Let ∂A denote the bound-
ary of A, i.e. the set of points in the closure of A which are not in the interior
of A. A closed set is nowhere dense if its interior is the empty set. Pick out
the true statements:
(a) If A is open, then ∂A is nowhere dense.
(b) If A is closed, then ∂A is nowhere dense.
(c) If A is any subset, then ∂A is always nowhere dense.

3.9 Let V be a complete normed linear space and let B be a basis for V as
a vector space. Pick ot the true statements:
(a) B can be a finite set.
(b) B can be a countably infinite set.
(c) If B is infinite, then it must be an uncountable set.

3.10 Let V1 = C[0, 1] with the metric

d1(f, g) = max
t∈[0,1]

|f(t)− g(t)|.

Let V2 = C[0, 1] with the metric

d2(f, g) =

∫ 1

0

|f(t)− g(t)| dt.

Let id denote the identity map on C[0, 1]. Pick out the true statements:
(a) id : V1 → V2 is continuous.
(b) id : V2 → V1 is continuous.
(c) id : V1 → V2 is a homeomorphism.
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Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 Write down the Laplace transform of the function f(x) = cos 2x.

4.2 Let B denote the unit ball in RN , N ≥ 2. Let αN be its (N -dimensional)
volume and let βN be its ((N − 1)-dimensional) surface measure. Apply
Gauss’ divergence theorem to the vector field v(x) = x and derive the rela-
tion connecting αN and βN .

4.3 Assume that the rate at which a body cools is proportional to the dif-
ference in temperature between the body and its surroundings. A body is
heated to 110◦C and is placed in air at 10◦C. After one hour, its temperature
is 60◦C. At what time will its temperature reach 30◦C?

4.4 A body of mass m falls under gravity and is retarded by a force propor-
tional to its velocity. Write down the differential equation satisfied by the
velocity v(t) at time t.

4.5 Solve the above equation given that the velocity is zero at time t = 0.

4.6 Write down the critical points of the nonlinear system of differential
equations:

dx
dt

= y(x2 + 1)
dy
dt

= 2xy2.

4.7 Classify the following differential operator as elliptic, hyperbolic or parabolic:

L(u) = 2
∂2u

∂x2
− 2

∂2u

∂x∂y
+ 2

∂2u

∂y2
.

4.8 Let B be the unit ball in the plane and let u be a solution of the boundary
value problem:

∆u = C in B
∂u
∂n

= 1 on ∂B

where ∆ denotes the Laplace operator, ∂B denotes the boundary of B and
∂u
∂n

denotes the outer normal derivative on the boundary. Evaluate C, given
that it is a constant.

4.9 Write down the dual of the linear programming problem:

Max. : 2x + 3y

such that
x + 2y = 3
2x + y ≥ 4
x + y ≤ 5
x ≥ 0 , y ≥ 0.

4.10 Write down the Newton-Raphson iteration scheme to find the square
root of a > 0, by solving the equation x2 = a.
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 Differentiate with respect to t:

f(t) =

∫ a

−t2
e−x2

dx, (a > 0).

5.2 Sum the series:

1 +
1 + 3

2!
+

1 + 3 + 32

3!
+ · · ·

5.3 Sum the series:

1 +
1

3

1

4
+

1

5

1

42
+

1

7

1

43
+ · · ·

5.4 Let A be the point (0, 1) and B the point (2, 2) in the plane. Consider
all paths made up of the two line segments AC and CB as the point C varies
on the x-axis. Find the coordinates of C for which the corresponding path
has the shortest length.

5.5 Find the area of the pentagon formed in the plane with the fifth roots of
unity as its vertices.

5.6 Let A, B, C,D and E be five points marked, in clockwise order, on the
unit circle in the plane (with centre at origin). Let α and β be real numbers
and set f(P ) = αx + βy where P is a point whose coordinates are (x, y).
Assume that f(A) = 10, f(B) = 5, f(C) = 4 and f(D) = 10. Which of the
following are impossible?
(a) f(E) = 2
(b) f(E) = 4
(c) f(E) = 5

5.7 Let r identical red balls and b identical black balls be arranged in a row.
Write down the number of arrangements for which the last ball is black.

5.8 It is known that a family has two children.
(a) If it is known that one of the children is a girl, what is the probability
that the other child is also a girl?
(b) If it is known that the elder child is a girl, what is the probability that
the younger child is also a girl?

5.9 A real number is called algebraic if it occurs as the root of a polynomial
with integer coefficients. Otherwise it is said to be a transcendental number.
Consider the interval [0, 1] considered as a probability space when it is pro-
vided with the Lebesgue measure. What is the probability that a number
chosen at random in [0, 1] is transcendental?

5.10 List all primes p ≤ 13 such that p divides n13 − n for every integer n.
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KEY
Section 1: Algebra

1.1 6
1.2 7
1.3 3Z
1.4 b
1.5 3
1.6 0
1.7 (−1)n

1.8 0,xT y
1.9 a,b,c
1.10 n2 − 2

Section 2: Analysis

2.1
√

a2 + 1
2.2 a,c
2.3 a,b,c
2.4 1

2
2.5 a,b,c
2.6 a,c
2.7 a

2.8 ±
(√√

5+1
2 + i

√√
5−1
2

)
2.9 4πi
2.10 None

Section 3: Topology

3.1 b,c
3.2 b,c
3.3 a,b,c
3.4 b,c
3.5 b
3.6 c
3.7 a,c
3.8 a,b
3.9 a,c
3.10 a

Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 s
s2+4

4.2 βN = NαN

4.3 log 5
log 2 hours

4.4 dv
dt = g − cv2

4.5 v(t) =
√

g
c

1−e−2
√

gct

1+e−2
√

gct

4.6 {(x, 0) : x ∈ R}
4.7 Elliptic
4.8 2
4.9 Min. : 3w1 − 3w2 − 4w3 + 5w4

such that

w1 − w2 − 2w3 + w4 ≥ 2
2w1 − 2w2 − w3 + w4 ≥ 3

wi ≥ 0 , 1 ≤ i ≤ 4.

4.10 xn+1 = x2
n+a
2xn

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 2te−t4

5.2 e3−e
2

5.3 log 3
5.4 ( 2

3 , 0)
5.5 5

2 sin 2π
5

5.6 a,b,c

5.7
(

r+b−1
r

)
5.8 (a) 1

3 ; (b) 1
2

5.9 1
5.10 2,3,5,7,13
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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Please ensure that this booklet contains 12 numbered (and printed)
pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be used for
rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Al-
gebra, Analysis, Topology, Applied Mathematics and Miscellaneous.
Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of the paper
will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries one point
and the maximum possible score is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided in the answer

booklet, which is being supplied separately. This question paper is
meant to be retained by you and so do not answer questions on it.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or more than
one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements qual-
ify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a), (b),
and (c)).

• Points will be awarded in the above questions only if all the correct
choices are made. There will be no partial credit.

• N denotes the set of natural numbers, Z - the integers, Q - the rationals,
R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers. Rn denotes the
n-dimensional Euclidean space, which is assumed to be endowed with
its ‘usual’ topology. The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval
{x ∈ R | a < x < b} while [a, b] will stand for the corresponding closed
interval; [a, b[ and ]a, b] will stand for the corresponding left-closed-
right-open and left-open-right-closed intervals respectively. The symbol
I will denote the identity matrix of appropriate order. The space of
continuous real valued functions on an interval [a, b] is denoted by C[a, b]
and is endowed with its usual ‘sup’ norm. The space of continuously
differentiable real valued functions on [a, b] is denoted by C1[a, b] and
its usual norm is the maximum of the sup-norms of the function and
its derivative.

2

P Kali
ka

 M
ath

s

[ 151 ] [NBHM PhD(2020-2005)]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[ P Kalika Maths || NET-GATE Study Materials & Solutions Download https://pkalika.in/ ]



Section 1: ALGEBRA

1.1 Let G be a group of order n. Which of the following conditions imply
that G is abelian?
a. n = 15.
b. n = 21.
c. n = 36.

1.2 Which of the following subgroups are necessarily normal subgroups?
a. The kernel of a group homomorphism.
b. The center of a group.
c. The subgroup consisting of all matrices with positive determinant in the
group of all invertible n × n matrices with real entries (under matrix multi-
plication).

1.3 List all the units in the ring of Gaussian integers.

1.4 List all possible values occuring as degf (degree of f) where f is an
irreducible polynomial in R[x].

1.5 Write down an irreducible polynomial of degree 3 over the field F3 of
three elements.

1.6 Let A = (aij) be an n×n matrix with real entries. Let Aij be the cofactor

of the entry aij of A. Let Ã = (Aij) be the matrix of cofactors. What is the

rank of Ã under the following conditions:
(a) the rank of A is n?
(b) the rank of A is ≤ n − 2?

1.7 Let A be an n × n matrix with complex entries which is not a diagonal
matrix. Pick out the cases when A is diagonalizable.
a. A is idempotent.
b. A is nilpotent.
c. A is unitary.
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1.8 For n ≥ 2, let M(n) denote the ring of all n × n matrices with real
entries. Which of the following statements are true?
a. If A ∈ M(2) is nilpotent and non-zero, then there exists a matrix
B ∈ M(2) such that B2 = A.
b. If A ∈ M(n), n ≥ 2, is symmetric and positive definite, then there exists
a symmetric matrix B ∈ M(n) such that B2 = A.
c. If A ∈ M(n), n ≥ 2, is symmetric, then there exists a symmetric matrix
B ∈ M(n) such that B3 = A.

1.9 Which of the following matrices are non-singular?
a. I + A where A 6= 0 is a skew-symmetric real n × n matrix, n ≥ 2.
b. Every skew-symmetric non-zero real 5 × 5 matrix.
c. Every skew-symmetric non-zero real 2 × 2 matrix.

1.10 Let V be a real finite-dimensional vector space and f and g non-zero
linear functionals on V . Assume that ker(f) ⊂ ker(g). Pick out the true
statements.
a. ker(f) = ker(g).
b. ker(g)/ker(f) ∼= Rk for some k such that 1 ≤ k < n.
c. There exists a constant c 6= 0 such that g = cf .
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Section 2: ANALYSIS

2.1 In each of the following cases, state whether the series is absolutely con-
vergent, conditionally convergent (i.e. convergent but not absolutely conver-
gent) or divergent.
a.

∞∑

n=1

(−1)n 1

2n + 3
.

b.
∞∑

n=1

(−1)n n

n + 2
.

c.
∞∑

n=1

(−1)n n log n

en
.

2.2 Determine the interval of convergence of the series:

∞∑

n=1

(−1)n−1 (x − 1)n

n
.

2.3 What is the cardinality of the following set?

A = {f ∈ C1[0, 1] : f(0) = 0, f(1) = 1, |f ′(t)| ≤ 1 for all t ∈ [0, 1]}.

2.4 Evaluate:

lim
n→∞

1

n

[n

2
]∑

k=1

cos

(
kπ

n

)

where
[

n
2

]
denotes the largest integer not exceeding n

2
.

2.5 Which of the following improper integrals are convergent?
a. ∫

∞

1

dx√
x3 + 2x + 2

.

b. ∫ 5

0

dx

x2 − 5x + 6
.

c. ∫ 5

0

dx
3
√

7x + 2x4
.
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2.6 Which of the following series converge uniformly?
a.

∞∑

n=1

(an cos nt + bn sin nt)

over the interval [−π, π] where
∑

n |an| < ∞ and
∑

n |bn| < ∞.
b.

∞∑

n=0

e−nx cos nx

over the interval ]0,∞[.
c.

x2 +
x2

1 + x2
+

x2

(1 + x2)2
+ · · ·

over the interval [−1, 1].

2.7 Let f ∈ C[0, π]. Determine the cases where the given condition implies
that f ≡ 0.
a. ∫ π

0

xnf(x) dx = 0

for all integers n ≥ 0.
b. ∫ π

0

f(x) cos nx dx = 0

for all integers n ≥ 0.
c. ∫ π

0

f(x) sin nx dx = 0

for all integers n ≥ 1.

2.8 Let C be the circle defined by |z| = 3 in the complex plane, described in
the anticlockwise direction. Evaluate:

∫

C

2z2 − z − 2

z − 2
dz.
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2.9 Pick out the true statements:
a. Let f and g be analytic in the disc |z| < 2 and let f = g on the interval
[−1, 1]. Then f ≡ g.
b. If f is a non-constant polynomial with complex coefficients, then it can
be factorized into (not necessarily distinct) linear factors.
c. There exists a non-constant analytic function in the disc |z| < 1 which
assumes only real values.

2.10 Let Ω ⊂ C be an open and connected set and let f : Ω → C be an
analytic function. Pick out the true statements:
a. f is bounded if Ω is bounded.
b. f is bounded only if Ω is bounded.
c. f is bounded if, and only if, Ω is bounded.

7
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Section 3: TOPOLOGY

3.1 In each of the following, f is assumed to be continuous. Pick out the
cases when f cannot be onto.
a. f : [−1, 1] → R.
b. f : [−1, 1] → Q ∩ [−1, 1].
c. f : R → [−1, 1].

3.2 Consider the set of all n × n matrices with real entries identified with
Rn2

, endowed with its usual topology. Pick out the true statements.
a. The subset of all invertible matrices is connected.
b. The subset of all invertible matrices is dense.
c. The subset of all orthogonal matrices is compact.

3.3 Pick out the functions that are uniformly continuous on the given do-
main.
a. f(x) = 1

x
on the interval ]0, 1[.

b. f(x) = x2 on R.
c. f(x) = sin2 x on R.

3.4 Let (X, d) be a metric space and let A and B be subsets of X. Define

d(A, B) = inf{d(a, b) : a ∈ A, b ∈ B}.

Pick out the true statements.
a. If A and B are disjoint, then d(A, B) > 0.
b. If A and B are closed and disjoint, then d(A, B) > 0.
c. If A and B are compact and disjoint, then d(A, B) > 0.

3.5 Pick out the sets that are homeomorphic to the set

{(x, y) ∈ R2 : xy = 1}.

a. {(x, y) ∈ R2 : xy = 0}.
b. {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x2 − y2 = 1}.
c. {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x2 + y2 = 1}.
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3.6 Let (Xi, di), i = 1, 2, 3, be the metric spaces where X1 = X2 = X3 =
C[0, 1] and

d1(f, g) = supt∈[0,1] |f(x) − g(x)|
d2(f, g) =

∫ 1

0
|f(x) − g(x)| dx

d3(f, g) = (
∫ 1

0
|f(x) − g(x)|2 dx)

1

2 .

Let id be the identity map of C[0, 1] onto itself. Pick out the true statements.
a. id : X1 → X2 is continuous.
b. id : X2 → X1 is continuous.
c. id : X3 → X2 is continuous.

3.7 Pick out the compact sets.
a. {(z1, z2) ∈ C × C : z2

1 + z2
2 = 1}.

b. The unit sphere in `2, the space of all square summable real sequences,
with its usual metric

d({xi}, {yi}) =

(
∞∑

i=1

|xi − yi|2
) 1

2

.

c. The closure of the unit ball of C1[0, 1] in C[0, 1].

3.8 Let f : S1 → R be any continuous map, where S1 is the unit circle in
the plane. Let

A = {(x, y) ∈ S1 × S1 : x 6= y, f(x) = f(y)}.

Is A non-empty? If the answer is ‘yes’, is it finite, countable or uncountable?

3.9 Let f : S1 → R be any continuous map, where S1 is the unit circle in
the plane. Let

A = {(x, y) ∈ S1 × S1 : x = −y, f(x) = f(y)}.

Is A non-empty?

3.10 Let f ∈ C1[−1, 1] such that |f(t)| ≤ 1 and |f ′(t)| ≤ 1
2

for all t ∈ [−1, 1].
Let

A = {t ∈ [−1, 1] : f(t) = t}.
Is A non-empty? If the answer is ‘yes’, what is its cardinality?
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Section 4: APPLIED MATHEMATICS

4.1 Let u be a smooth function defined on the ball centered at the origin and
of radius a > 0 in R3. Assume that

∂2u

∂x2
+

∂2u

∂y2
+

∂2u

∂z2
= 1

throughout the ball. Compute:
∫

S

∂u

∂n
dS

where S is the sphere with centre at the origin and radius a and ∂u
∂n

denotes
the outer normal derivative of u on S.

4.2 Consider a homogeneous fluid moving with velocity u in space. Write
down the equation which expresses the principle of conservation of mass.

4.3 Let C be the equatorial circle on the unit sphere in R3 and let τ be the
unit tangent vector to C taken in the anticlockwise sense. Compute:

∫

C

F.τ ds

where F(x, y, z) = xi − yj− zk.

4.4 Determine the value of the least possible positive number λ such that
the following problem has a non-trivial solution:

u′′(x) + λu(x) = 0, 0 < x < 1
u′(0) = u′(1) = 0.

4.5 A pendulum of mass m and length ` is pulled to an angle α from the
vertical and released from rest. Write down the differential equation satisfied
by the angle θ(t) made by the pendulum with the vertical at time t, using
the principle of conservation of energy.(If s is the arc length measured from
the vertical position, then the velocity v is given by v = ds

dt
.)

4.6 Find d’Alembert’s solution to the problem:

∂2u
∂t2

= ∂2u
∂x2 x ∈ R, t > 0

u(x, 0) = x2 x ∈ R
∂u
∂t

(x, 0) = 0 x ∈ R.
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4.7 Solve: Minimize z = 2x1 + 3x2, such that

x1 + x2 ≤ 4
3x1 + x2 ≥ 4
x1 + 5x2 ≥ 4

and such that 0 ≤ x1 ≤ 3, and 0 ≤ x2 ≤ 3.

4.8 Consider the iterative scheme xn+1 = Bxn + c for n ≥ 0, where B is a
real N × N matrix and c ∈ RN . The scheme is said to be convergent if the
sequence {xn} of iterates converges for every choice of initial vector x0. Pick
out the true statements.
a. The scheme is convergent if, and only if, the spectral radius of B is < 1.
b. The scheme is convergent if, and only if, for some matrix norm ‖.‖, we
have ‖B‖ < 1.
c. The scheme is convergent if, and only if, B has an eigenvalue λ such that
0 < λ < 1.

4.9 Write down the Laplace transform L[f ](p) of the function f(x) = sin ax,
where a > 0.

4.10 What is the necessary and sufficient condition for the following problem
to admit a solution?

−∆u = f in Ω
∂u
∂n

= g on ∂Ω

where Ω ⊂ Rn is a bounded domain with boundary ∂Ω, ∆ is the Laplace
operator, f and g are given smooth functions and ∂u

∂n
denotes the outer normal

derivative of u.
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Section 5: MISCELLANEOUS

5.1 Find the area of the polygon whose vertices are the n-th roots of unity
in the complex plane, when n ≥ 3.

5.2 Define pn(t) = cos(n cos−1 t) for t ∈ [−1, 1]. Express p4(t) as a polyno-
mial in t.

5.3 What is the probability that a point (x, y), chosen at random in the
rectangle [−1, 1] × [0, 1] is such that y > x2?

5.4 An urn contains four white balls and two red balls. A ball is drawn at
random and is replaced in the urn each time. What is the probability that
after two successive draws, both balls drawn are white?

5.5 Let ABC be a triangle in the plane such that BC is perpendicular to
AC. Let a, b, c be the lengths of BC, AC and AB respectively. Suppose that
a, b, c are integers and have no common divisor other than 1. Which of the
following statements are necessarily true?
a. Either a or b is an even integer.
b. The area of the triangle ABC is an even integer.
c. Either a or b is divisible by 3.

5.6 What are the last two digits in the usual decimal representation of 3400?

5.7 Find the number of integers less than 3600 and prime to it.

5.8 Let n be a positive integer. Give an example of a sequence of n consec-
utive composite numbers.

5.9 For a point P = (x, y) in the plane, write f(P ) = ax+ by, where a and b
are given real numbers. Let f(A) = f(B) = 10. Let C be a point not on the
line joining A and B and let C ′ be the reflection of C with respect to this
line. If f(C) = 15, find f(C ′).

5.10 Let V be a four dimenional vector space over the field F3 of three
elements. Find the number of distinct one-dimensional subspaces of V .

12
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 a.
1.2 all.
1.3 ±1,±i.
1.4 1,2.
1.5 e.g. x3 + 2x + 1.
(any polynomial of degree 3, for which 0,1 and 2 are not roots (mod 3)).
1.6 (a) n; (b) 0.
1.7 a,c.
1.8 b,c.
1.9 a,c.
1.10 a,c.

Section 2: Analysis

2.1 (a) conditionally convergent; (b) divergent; (c) absolutely convergent.
2.2 ]0, 2].
2.3 1.
2.4 1/π.
2.5 a,c.
2.6 a.
2.7 all.
2.8 8πi.
2.9 a,b.
2.10 none.

Section 3: Topology

3.1 a,b.
3.2 b,c.
3.3 c.
3.4 c.
3.5 b.
3.6 a,c.
3.7 c.
3.8 Yes; uncountable.
3.9 Yes.
3.10 Yes; 1.
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Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 4

3
πa3.

4.2 div u = 0.
4.3 0.
4.4 π2.
4.5

1

2
`2

(

dθ

dt

)2

= g`(cos θ − cos α)

4.6 u(x, t) = x2 + t2.
4.7 min z = 4 at the point (8/7, 4/7). (Either data can be accepted as full
answer).
4.8 a,b.
4.9 L[f ](p) = a/(a2 + p2).
4.10 ∫

Ω

f dx +
∫

∂Ω

g dS = 0.

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 n

2
sin 2π

n
.

5.2 8t4 − 8t2 + 1.
5.3 2/3.
5.4 4/9.
5.5 all.
5.6 01.
5.7 960.
5.8 Example: (n + 1)! + 2, · · · , (n + 1)! + (n + 1).
5.9 5.
5.10 40.

2

P Kali
ka

 M
ath

s

[ 163 ] [NBHM PhD(2020-2005)]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[ P Kalika Maths || NET-GATE Study Materials & Solutions Download https://pkalika.in/ ]



NATIONAL BOARD FOR HIGHER MATHEMATICS

Research Awards Screening Test

February 25, 2006

Time Allowed: 90 Minutes

Maximum Marks: 40

Please read, carefully, the instructions on the following page

before you write anything on this booklet

Institution

NAME: ROLL No.:

(For Official Use)

Sec. 1 Sec. 2 Sec. 3 Sec. 4 Sec. 5 TOTAL

1

P Kali
ka

 M
ath

s

[ 164 ] [NBHM PhD(2020-2005)]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[ P Kalika Maths || NET-GATE Study Materials & Solutions Download https://pkalika.in/ ]



INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Do not forget to write your name and roll number on the cover page. In
the box marked ‘Institution’, fill in the name of the institution where
you are working towards a Ph.D. degree. In case you have not yet
joined any institution for research, write Not Applicable.

• Please ensure that your answer booklet contains 16 numbered (and
printed) pages. The back of each printed page is blank and can be
used for rough work.

• There are five sections, containing ten questions each, entitled Al-
gebra, Analysis, Topology, Applied Mathematics and Miscellaneous.
Answer as many questions as possible. The assessment of the paper
will be based on the best four sections. Each question carries one point
and the maximum marks to be scored is forty.

• Answer each question, as directed, in the space provided at the end of
it. Answers are to be given in the form of a word (or words, if required),
a numerical value (or values) or a simple mathematical expression. Do
not write sentences.

• In certain questions you are required to pick out the qualifying state-
ment(s) from multiple choices. None of the statements, or more than
one statement may qualify. Write none if none of the statements qual-
ify, or list the labels of all the qualifying statements (amongst (a), (b),
(c) and (d)).

• Points will be awarded in the above questions only if all the correct
choices are made. There will be no partial credit.

• N denotes the set of natural numbers, Z - the integers, Q - the rationals,
R - the reals and C - the field of complex numbers. Rn denotes the
n-dimensional Euclidean space, which is assumed to be endowed with
its ‘usual’ topology. The symbol ]a, b[ will stand for the open interval
{x ∈ R | a < x < b} while [a, b] will stand for the corresponding
closed interval; [a, b[ and ]a, b] will stand for the corresponding left-
closed-right-open and left-open-right-closed intervals respectively. The
symbol I will denote the identity matrix of appropriate order.
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Section 1: Algebra

1.1 Let f : (Q, +) → (Q, +) be a non-zero homomorphism. Pick out the
true statements:
a. f is always one-one.
b. f is always onto.
c. f is always a bijection.
d. f need be neither one-one nor onto.

Answer:

1.2 Consider the element

α =

(

1 2 3 4 5
2 1 4 5 3

)

of the symmetric group S5 on five elements. Pick out the true statements:
a. The order of α is 5.
b. α is conjugate to

(

4 5 2 3 1
5 4 3 1 2

)

.

c. α is the product of two cycles.
d. α commutes with all elements of S5.

Answer:

1.3 Let G be a group of order 60. Pick out the true statements:
a. G is abelian.
b. G has a subgroup of order 30.
c. G has subgroups of order 2,3 and 5.
d. G has subgroups of order 6, 10 and 15.

Answer:
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1.4 Consider the polynomial ring R[x] where R = Z/12Z and write the
elements of R as {0, 1, · · · , 11}. Write down all the distinct roots of the poly-
nomial f(x) = x2 + 7x of R[x].

Answer:

1.5 Let R be the polynomial ring Z2[x] and write the elements of Z2 as
{0, 1}. Let (f(x)) denote the ideal generated by the element f(x) ∈ R. If
f(x) = x2 + x + 1, then the quotient ring R/(f(x)) is
a. a ring but not an integral domain.
b. an integral domain but not a field.
c. a finite field of order 4.
d. an infinite field.

Answer:

1.6 Consider the set of all linear transformations T : R3 → R4 over R. What
is the dimension of this set, considered as a vector space over R with point-
wise operations?

Answer:

1.7 Consider the matrix A =





1 1 0
0 2 3
0 0 3



. Write down a matrix P such that

P−1AP is a diagonal matrix.

Answer : P =
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1.8 Let A be an orthogonal 3× 3 matrix with real entries. Pick out the true
statements:
a. The determinant of A is a rational number.
b. d(Ax, Ay) = d(x, y) for any two vectors x and y ∈ R3, where d(u, v)
denotes the usual Euclidean distance between vectors u and v ∈ R3.
c. All the entries of A are positive.
d. All the eigenvalues of A are real.

Answer:

1.9 Pick out the correct statements from the following list:
a. A homomorphic image of a UFD (unique factorization domain) is again a
UFD.
b. The element 2 ∈ Z[

√
−5] is irreducible in Z[

√
−5].

c. Units of the ring Z[
√
−5] are the units of Z.

d. The element 2 is a prime element in Z[
√
−5].

Answer:

1.10 Let p and q be two distinct primes. Pick the correct statements from
the following:
a. Q(

√
p) is isomorphic to Q(

√
q) as fields.

b. Q(
√

p) is isomorphic to Q(
√−q) as vector spaces over Q.

c. [Q(
√

p,
√

q) : Q] = 4.
d. Q(

√
p,
√

q) = Q(
√

p +
√

q).

Answer:
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Section 2: Analysis

2.1 Let f be a real valued function on R. Consider the functions

wj(x) = sup{|f(u) − f(v)| : u, v ∈ [x − 1

j
, x +

1

j
]},

where j is a positive integer and x ∈ R. Define next,

Aj,n = {x ∈ R : wj(x) <
1

n
}, n = 1, 2, . . .

and
An = ∪∞

j=1Aj,n, n = 1, 2, . . .

Now let
C = {x ∈ R : f is continuous at x}.

Express C in terms of the sets An.

Answer:

2.2 Let f be a continuous real valued function on R and n, a positive integer.
Find

d

dx

∫ x

0

(2x − t)nf(t)dt.

Answer:

2.3 For each n ≥ 1, let fn be a monotonic increasing real valued function
on [0, 1] such that the sequence of functions {fn} converges pointwise to the
function f ≡ 0. Pick out the true statements from the following:
a. fn converges to f uniformly.
b. If the functions fn are also non-negative, then fn must be continuous for
sufficiently large n.

Answer:
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2.4 Let Q denote the set of all rational numbers in the open interval ]0, 1[.
Let λ(U) denote the Lebesgue measure of a subset U of ]0, 1[. Pick out the
correct statements from the following:
a. λ(U) = 1 for every open set U ⊂]0, 1[ which contains Q.
b. Given any ε > 0, there exists an open set U ⊂]0, 1[ containing Q such
that λ(U) < ε.

Answer:

2.5 A real valued function on an interval [a, b] is said to be a function of
bounded variation if there exists M > 0, such that for any finite set of points
a = a0 < a1 < a2 < . . . < an = b, we have

∑n−1
i=0 |f(ai) − f(ai+1)| < M .

Which of the following statements are necessarily true ?
a. Any continuous function on [0, 1] is of bounded variation.
b. If f : R → R is continuously differentiable, then its restriction to the
interval [−n, n] is of bounded variation on that interval, for any positive in-
teger n.
c. Any monotone function on [0, 1] is of bounded variation.

Answer:

2.6 Let f be a differentiable function of one variable and let g be the function
of two variables given by g(x, y) = f(ax + by), where a, b are fixed nonzero
numbers. Write down a partial differential equation satisfied by the function
g.

Answer:

2.7 The curve x3 − y3 = 1 is asymptotic to the line x = y. Find the point
on the curve farthest from the line x = y.

Answer:

2.8 Let k be a fixed positive integer. Find Rk, the radius of convergence of
the power series

∑

(n+1
n

)n2

zkn.

Answer:
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2.9 let γ be a closed and continuously differentiable path in the upper half
plane

{z ∈ C : z = x + iy, x, y ∈ R, y > 0}
not passing through the point i. Describe the set of all possible values of the
integral

1

2πi

∫

γ

2i

z2 + 1
dz.

Answer:

2.10 Let f be a function of three (real) variables having continuous partial
derivatives. For each direction vector h = (h1, h2, h3) such that h2

1+h2
2+h2

3 =
1, let Dhf(x, y, z) be the directional derivative of f along h at (x, y, z). For a
point (x0, y0, z0) where the partial derivative ∂

∂x
f(x0, y0, z0) is not zero, max-

imize Dhf(x0, y0, z0) (as a function of h).

Answer: The maximum value =

8

P Kali
ka

 M
ath

s

[ 171 ] [NBHM PhD(2020-2005)]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[ P Kalika Maths || NET-GATE Study Materials & Solutions Download https://pkalika.in/ ]



Section 3: Topology

3.1 Let f be the function on R defined by f(t) = p+
√

2

q+
√

2
− p

q
if t = p

q
with

p, q ∈ Z and p and q coprime to each other, and f(t) = 0 if t is irrational.
Answer the following: i) At which irrational numbers t is f is continuous?
ii) At which rational numbers t is f continuous?

Answer: i) The set of irrational t where f is continuous:

ii) The set of rational t where f is continuous:

3.2 Let f and g be two continuous functions on R. For any a ∈ R we de-
fine Ja(f, g) to be the function given by Ja(f, g)(t) = f(t) for all t ≤ a and
Ja(f, g)(t) = g(t) if t > a. For what values of a is Ja(f, g) a continuous
function?

Answer: Ja(f, g) is continuous if and only if .......

3.3 Let A and B be two finite subsets of R. Describe a necessary and suffi-
cient condition for the spaces R\A and R\B to be homeomorphic.

Answer: R\A and R\B are homeomorphic if and only if .......

3.4 Let f : R2 → R be a continuous function. Let D be the closed unit disc
in R2. Is f(D) necessarily and interval in R? If it is an interval, which of the
forms ]a, b[, [a, b[, ]a, b] and [a, b], with a, b ∈ R can it have?

Answer: i) f(D) is necessarily an interval in R/may not be an interval;
ii) Possible form(s) for the interval: .......
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3.5 For v ∈ R2 and r > 0 let D(v, r) denote the closed disc with centre at v
and radius r. Let v = (5, 0) ∈ R2. For α > 0 let Xα be the subset

Xα = D(−v, 3) ∪ D(v, 3) ∪ {(x, αx) : x ∈ R}.

Determine the condition on α for Xα to be connected; when it is not con-
nected how many connected components does Xα have?

Answer: i) Xα is connected if and only if .......
ii) When not connected it has ..... connected components.

3.6 Which two of the following spaces are homeomorphic to each other?
i) X1 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : xy = 0};
ii) X2 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x + y ≥ 0 and xy = 0};
iii) X3 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : xy = 1};
iv) X4 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x + y ≥ 0, and xy = 1}.

Answer The sets ...... and ...... are homeomorphic.

3.7 Which of the following spaces are compact?
i) X1 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : |x| + |y| < 10−100};
ii) X2 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : |x| + |y| ≤ 10100};
iii) X3 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : 1 ≤ x2 + y2 ≤ 2};
iv) X4 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x2 + y2 = 1 and xy 6= 0}.

Answer: Compact subsets from the above are ......

3.8 Which of the following spaces are locally compact?
i) X1 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x, y odd integers};
ii) X2 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x2 + 103xy + 7y2 > 5};
iii) X3 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : 0 ≤ x < 1, 0 < y ≤ 1};
iv) X4 = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x, y irrational}.

Answer: Locally compact spaces from the above are ......
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3.9 Which of the following metric spaces (Xi, di), 1 ≤ i ≤ 4, are complete?
i) X1 = ]0, π/2[⊂ R, d1 defined by d1(x, y) = | tanx−tan y| for all x, y ∈ X1.

ii) X2 = [0, 1] ⊂ R, d2 defined by d2(x, y) = |x−y|
1+|x−y| for all x, y ∈ X2.

iii) X3 = Q, and d3 defined by d3(x, y) = 1 for all x, y ∈ X3, x 6= y.
iv) X4 = R, d4 defined by d4(x, y) = |ex − ey| for all x, y ∈ X4.

Answer: Complete metric spaces from the above are ......

3.10 On which of the following spaces is every continuous (real-valued) func-
tion bounded?
i) X1 = ]0, 1[;
ii) X2 = [0, 1];
iii) X3 = [0, 1[;
iv) X4 = {t ∈ [0, 1] : t irrational}.

Answer: Every continuous function on .............
is bounded (enter all Xi with i between 1 and 4 for which the statement
holds).

11
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Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 Let Γ(s) stand for the usual Gamma function. Given that Γ(1/2) =
√

π,
evaluate Γ(5/2).

Answer:

4.2 Let
S = {(x, y, z) ∈ R3 : x2 + y2 + z2 = 1, z > 0}.

Let
C = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x2 + y2 = 1}.

Let τ be the unit tangent vector to C in the xy-plane pointing left as we
move clockwise along C. Let ϕ(x, y, z) = x2 + y3 + z4. Evaluate:

∫

C

∇ϕ.τ ds.

Answer:

4.3 Let a > 0 and let

S = {(x, y, z) ∈ R3 : x2 + y2 + z2 = a2}.

Evaluate:
∫ ∫

S

(x4 + y4 + z4) dS.

Answer:

4.4 Let f(x) = x2 −5 for x ∈ R. Let x0 = 1. If {xn} denotes the sequence of
iterates defined by the Newton-Raphson method to approximate a solution
of f(x) = 0, find x1.

Answer:

12

P Kali
ka

 M
ath

s

[ 175 ] [NBHM PhD(2020-2005)]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[ P Kalika Maths || NET-GATE Study Materials & Solutions Download https://pkalika.in/ ]



4.5 Let A be a 2 × 2 matrix with real entries. Consider the linear sysytem
of ordinary differential equations given in vector notation as:

dx

dt
(t) = Ax(t)

where

x(t) =

(

u(t)
v(t)

)

.

Pick out the cases from the following when we have limt→∞ u(t) = 0 and
limt→∞ v(t) = 0:
a.

A =

(

1 2
0 3

)

.

b.

A =

(

−1 2
0 −3

)

.

c.

A =

(

1 −6
1 −4

)

.

d.

A =

(

−1 −6
1 4

)

.

Answer:

4.6 Let ∆ = ∂2/∂x2 + ∂2/∂y2 denote the Laplace operator. Let

Ω = {(x, y) ∈ R2 : x2 + y2 < 1}.

Let ∂Ω denote the boundary of the domain Ω. Consider the following bound-
ary value problem:

∆u = c in Ω
∂u
∂ν

= 1 on ∂Ω

where c is a real constant and ∂u/∂ν denotes the outward normal derivative
of u on ∂Ω. For what values of c does the above problem admit a solution?

Answer:
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4.7 Consider the Tricomi equation:

∂2u

∂y2
− y

∂2u

∂x2
= 0.

Describe the region in the xy-plane where this equation is elliptic.

Answer:

4.8 Evaluate:
∫ ∫

R2

e−(3x+2y)2−(4x+y)2dxdy.

Answer:

4.9 Let Jp denote the Bessel function of the first kind, of order p and let
{Pn} denote the sequence of Legendre polynomials defined on the interval
[−1.1]. Pick out the true statements from the following:
a. d

dx
Jo(x) = −J1(x).

b. Between any two positive zeroes of J0, there exists a zero of J1.
c. Pn+1(x) can be written as a linear combination of Pn(x) and Pn−1(x).
d. Pn+1(x) can be written as a linear combination of xPn(x) and Pn−1(x).

Answer:

4.10 Consider the linear programming problem: Maximize z = 2x1+3x2+x3

such that
4x1 + 3x2 + x3 = 6
x1 + 2x2 + 5x3 ≥ 4

x1, x2, x3 ≥ 0.

Write down the objective function of the dual problem.

Answer:
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 A unimodular matrix is a matrix with integer entries and having deter-
minant 1 or -1. If m and n are positive integers, write down a necessary
and sufficient condition such that there exists a unimodular matrix of order
2 whose first row is the vector (m, n).

Answer:

5.2 For any integer n define k(n) = n7

7
+ n3

3
+ 11n

21
+ 1 and

f(n) =

{

0 if k(n) an integer,
1
n2 if k(n) is not an integer.

Find

∞
∑

n=−∞
f(n).

Answer:

5.3 Let n ≥ 2. Evaluate:

n
∑

k=2

n!

(n − k)!(k − 2)!
.

Answer:

5.4 A fair coin is tossed ten times. What is the probability that we can
observe a string of eight heads, in succession, at some time?

Answer:

5.5 Evaluate the product
∞
∏

n=2

(

1 +
1

n2
+

1

n4
+

1

n6
+ ...

)

.

Answer:
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5.6 Find all solutions of the equation

(x2 + y2 + z2 − 1)2 + (x + y + z − 3)2 = 0.

Answer:

5.7 For any real number x, let f(x) denote the distance of x from the nearest
integer. Let I(k) = [kπ, kπ + 1]. Find f(I(k)) for all integers k.

Answer:

5.8 Let K be a finite field. Can you always find a non-constant polynomial
over K which has no root in K ? If yes, give one such polynomial.

Answer: No, there is no such polynomial/ Yes, and one such polynomial is
given by:

5.9 Evaluate: ∞
∑

k=1

k2

k!
.

Answer:

5.10 Pick out the countable sets from the following:
a. {α ∈ R : α is a root of a polynomial with integer coefficients}.
b. The complement in R of the set described in statement (a) above.
c. The set of all points in the plane whose coordinates are rational.
d. Any subset of R whose Lebesgue measure is zero.

Answer:

16
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Research Awards Screening Test, 2006

KEY

Section 1: Algebra

1.1 a, b, c
1.2 b, c
1.3 c
1.4 0,5,8,9
1.5 c
1.6 12
1.7 Any matrix of the form: (a, b and c all non-zero)





a b c/2
0 b c
0 0 c/3





1.8 a, b
1.9 b, c
1.10 b, c, d

Section 2: Analysis

2.1 C = ∩∞

n=1
An

2.2 2n
∫ x

0
(2x − t)n−1f(t) dt + xnf(x)

2.3 a
2.4 b
2.5 b, c
2.6 b ∂g

∂x
= a∂g

∂y
.

2.7 ( 1

2
1

3

,− 1

2
1

3

).

2.8 e−
1

k .
2.9 All integers

2.10

[

(

∂f

∂x
(x0, y0, z0)

)2

+
(

∂f

∂y
(x0, y0, z0)

)2

+
(

∂f

∂z
(x0, y0, z0)

)2

]
1

2

1
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Section 3: Topology

3.1 (i) continuous at all irrationals, (ii) continuous only at t = 1
3.2 f(a) = g(a)
3.3 A and B have the same cardinality
3.4 (i) f(D) is necessarily an interval; (ii) [a, b]
3.5 (i) Xα is connected if and only if α ≤ 3

4
. (ii) When not connected, it has

3 components
3.6 X2 and X4 are homeomorphic
3.7 Compact sets are X2 and X3

3.8 Locally compact sets are X1, X2 and X3

3.9 Complete metric spaces are X1, X2 and X3

3.10 X2

Section 4: Applied Mathematics

4.1 3

4

√
π

4.2 0
4.3 12π

5
a6

4.4 3
4.5 b, c
4.6 c = 2
4.7 elliptic in the region {(x, y) ∈ R

2 : y < 0}
4.8 π/5
4.9 a, b, d
4.10 A linear functional in 3 variables with coefficients 6, -6 and -4; example:
6w1 − 6w2 − 4w3

Section 5: Miscellaneous

5.1 m and n are coprime
5.2 0
5.3 n(n − 1)2n−2

5.4 2−7

5.5 2
5.6 there is no solution
5.7 [0, 1/2] for each k
5.8 Yes; if K = {a1, . . . , an}, then take (x− a1) . . . (x− an)+ 1, for example.
5.9 2e
5.10 a, c
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Some Useful Links:

1. Free Maths Study Materials (https://pkalika.in/2020/04/06/free-maths-study-materials/) 

2. BSc/MSc Free Study Materials (https://pkalika.in/2019/10/14/study-material/)

3. MSc Entrance Exam Que. Paper: (https://pkalika.in/2020/04/03/msc-entrance-exam-paper/)
 [JAM(MA), JAM(MS), BHU, CUCET, ...etc]

4. PhD Entrance Exam Que. Paper: (https://pkalika.in/que-papers-collection/) 
 [CSIR-NET, GATE(MA), BHU, CUCET,IIT, NBHM, ...etc]

5. CSIR-NET Maths Que. Paper: (https://pkalika.in/2020/03/30/csir-net-previous-yr-papers/) 
 [Upto 2019 Dec]

6. Practice Que. Paper: (https://pkalika.in/2019/02/10/practice-set-for-net-gate-set-jam/) 
 [Topic-wise/Subject-wise]

==========================================================================
Download JAM/NET/GATE/SET...etc Que. Papers at  https://pkalika.in/que-papers-collection/
Telegram: https://t.me/pkalika_mathematics       FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/pkalika/

7. List of Maths Suggested Books (https://pkalika.in/suggested-books-for-mathematics/)
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8. CSIR-NET Mathematics Details Syllabus (https://wp.me/p6gYUB-Fc)

9. ONE SHOT Revision(Last Minute Preparation) for NET, GATE, SET, ..etc           
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDu0JgProGz5bU90lRgp2ksdfLe2Hay8I

10. Topic-wise Video Lectures(Crash Course)
https://www.youtube.com/pkalika/playlists

YouTube Channel: P Kalika Maths
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